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Chemical study on compatibility of medicinal plants in Aconitum L. and their
processed products with Fritillariae Thunberglii Bulbus and Fritillariae
Cirrhosae Bulbus
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Abstract: Objective To investigate diester-diterpenoid alkaloids content in the decoctions before and after Aconiti Radix, Aconiti
Radix Cocta, Aconiti Kusnezoffii Radix, Aconiti Kusnezoffii Radix Cocta, Aconiti Lateralis Radix Praeparata, Radix Aconiti Lateralis
Preparata combined with Fritillariae Thunberglii Bulbus and Fritillariae Cirrhosae Bulbus and study the conversion of alkaloids in
decoctions. Methods To quantitatively detect the content of diester-diterpenoid alkaloids in decoctions of plants in Aconitum L. and
their processed products combined with Fritillariae Thunberglii Bulbus and Fritillariae Cirrhosae Bulbus by HPLC and ESI-MS.
Results Decoctions containing Fritillariae Thunberglii Bulbus could inhibit the hydrolysis and conversion of alkaloids, while those
containing Fritillariae Cirrhosae Bulbus could promote the transformation of alkaloids and reduce their content. Conclusion
Analyses of content changes of three diester-diterpenoid alkaloids indicate that the statement of “aconite counteracts fritillaria” is not
comprehensive medicinal plants in Aconitum L. and their processed products combined with Fritillariae Thunberglii Bulbus are
counteraction, but with Fritillariae Cirrhosae Bulbus are not.
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A-Aconiti Radix decoction B-decoction of Aconiti Radix and Fritillariae Thunberglii Bulbus ~C-decoction of Aconiti Radix and Fritillariae Cirrhosae Bulbus

D-Aconiti Radix Cocta decoction E-decoction of Aconiti Radix Cocta and Fritillariae Thunberglii Bulbus F-decoction of Aconiti Radix Cocta and
Fritillariae Cirrhosae Bulbus G-Aconiti Lateralis Radix Praeparata decoction H-decoction of Aconiti Lateralis Radix Praeparata and Fritillariae
Thunberglii Bulbus I-decoction of Aconiti Lateralis Radix Praeparata and Fritillariae Cirrhosae Bulbus J-Radix Aconiti Lateralis Preparata decoction
K-decoction of Radix Aconiti Lateralis Preparata and Fritillariae Thunberglii Bulbus L-decoction of Radix Aconiti Lateralis Preparata and Fritillariae
Cirrhosae Bulbus M-Aconiti Kusnezoffii Radix decoction N-decoction of Aconiti Kusnezoffii Radix and Fritillariae Thunberglii Bulbus O-decoction of
Aconiti Kusnezoffii Radix and Fritillariae Cirrhosae Bulbus P-Aconiti Kusnezoffii Radix Cocta decoction Q-decoction of Aconiti Kusnezoffii Radix Cocta
and Fritillariae Thunberglii Bulbus R-decoction of Aconiti Kusnezoffii Radix Cocta and Fritillariae Cirrhosae Bulbus S-diester-alkaloid reference

substances 1-mesaconitine 2-aconitine 3-hypaconitine
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Fig. 1 Chromatograms of different decoctions of medicinal plants in Aconilum L. and their processed products

combined with Fritillariae Thunberglii Bulbus and Fritillariae Cirrhosae Bulbus
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Table 1 Contents of three diester-diterpenoid alkaloids in decoctions of medicinal plants in Aconitum L. and their processed

products combined with Fritillariae Thunberglii Bulbus and Fritillariae Cirrhosae Bulbus
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Fig.2 ESI-MS spectra of Aconiti Radix decoction (A) and co-decoction of Aconiti Radix combined
with Fritillariae Thunberglii Bulbus (B) and Fritillariae Cirrhosae Bulbus (C)
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