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Bioassay-guided separation and acute toxicity evaluation of antitumor ingredient
in Bufonis Venenum

YU Chui-liang  HOU Hui-min
National Pharmaceutical Engineering and Research Center, Shanghai Institute of Pharmaceutical Industry, Shanghai 201203, China

Abstract: Objective To obtain antitumor active compounds with lower toxicity from main ingredients of Chinese materia medica
Bufonis Venenum. Methods Taking inhibition of in vitro tumor cells as active indexes, a bioassay-guided separation and toxicity
evaluation in mice of ingredients in Bufonis Venenum were applied. Results Bufotalin was seperated from Bufonis Venenum with
significant inhibition and lower acute toxicity by active tracking method. The inhibitory effect on the proliferation of A549 was better,
LDs, of bufotalin by iv administration to mice is about four times of bufalin, and bufotalin is stable. Conclusion Integrated the
activity, toxicity, and stability factors of the compounds, bufotalin from Bufonis Venenum will deserve further research than any other

similar compounds in potential antitumor activity.
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Fig. 1 Inhibition of different extract fractions from
Bufonis Venenum on proliferation of A549 cells
(x+s,n=3)
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Fig. 2 Invitro inhibition of CS-2 different extract fractions
on proliferation of A549 cells (x+s,n=3)
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Fig. 3 Invitro inhibition of CS-2 different extract fractions
on proliferation of BEL-7402 and SGC-7901 cells
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Fig. 4 Inhibition of different compounds from CS-2-2
on proliferation of A549 cells (x+s,n=23)
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Table 1 Acute toxicity of compounds from CS-2-2
by iv administration to tail of mice

=/ LDso/(mg-kg ™) 95% %15 X lil/(mg-kg )
s R 2.256 1.924~ 2.495
CS-2-2-2 7.858 6.959~ 8.540
CS-2-2-3 9.221 8.159~10.35
CS-2-2-6 8.684 7.718~ 9.582
CS-2-2-7 11.494 11.061~12.009
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0.94 (3H, s, H-22), 0.76 (3H, s,H-20). *C-NMR:
170.32 (C-33), 162.30 (C-29), 151.09 (C-27), 149.56
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