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Fig. 1 Possible mechanism for formation

of benzotropolone structures

TF (R~R~0H, Ry=Ry=H)

TF-3G (R~ OH, Ry~Ry=H, R~pallate)
TF-3'-G (R~ gallate, R*Ry=H, R,= OH)
TFDG (R=R¢= gallate, Ry = R;=H)
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Fig.2 Structures of four major theaflavine derivatives
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