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New process for extraction of camptothecin from leaves of Camptotheca acuminata
WANG Yang, YU Tao, ZHANG Yu-hong, ZU Yuan-gang
(Laboratory of Forest Plant Ecology, Dongbei Forestry University, Harbin Heilongjiang 150040, China)
Abstract Object To develop a new process for the extraction of camptothecin from leaves of Camp—
totheca acuminata Decne. Methods By uniform experimental design after proper choice of solvent. Results
The optimal conditions were extraction with 16 times of 0. 3% NaO H for three hours each time. Conclu-
sion  This is the first attempt to use dilute NaO H solution for the extraction of camptothecin from the
previously seldom utilized leaves of C. acuminata, which resulted in a yield well over 0. Po . The process
resulted in a lower production cost and require less fire protection measures as compaired with the conven—
tional use of alcohol.
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