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Textual study on Oenanthe javanica documented in ancient Chinese medicinal literatures
HU ANG Zhengming, Y ANG Xin-bo, CAO Wen-bin

( Department of Pharmacology, Beijing Medical College of PLA, Beijing 100071, China)

Abstract Object To obtain a deeper understanding of the origin and varieties of Oenanthe javanica
(Bl.) DC. for therapeutic use. Methods Literatures documented through generations of practical
experiences were retrieved with simultaneous field study and laboratory identification of chemical
conslituents and pharmacological actions for comparison. Results The grow th pattern and its therapeutic
efficacy in different indications as recorded in the ancient literatures were found to be basically identical to
that obtained by modern scientific research. Conclusion Only Oenanthe javanica (BL. ) DC. of the
Umbelliferae family can be considered as the orthodox product for therapeutic use.
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