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Morphological Identification of Fruits from 16 Illicium Species

College of Chinese Materia Medica, Beijing University of Traditional Chinese Medicine and Materia
Medica (Beijing 100029) Huang Jianmei, Liu Hui and Yang Chunshu

Longquan People § Hospital in Zhejiang Province Ye Jigou

Honghe Institute for Drug Control in Yunnan Province Xue Yun

Abstract Over 700 of the species present in Illiciaceae were distributed over China, mostly in-
digenous to Southwestern and Eastern China. Chinese star anise, [llicium verum Hook. f., and difengpi,
the bark of 1. difengpi, were included in the Pharmacopoeia of People § Republic of China (Edition 1995).
The fruits of other species were also used locally as folk medicine. Because the morphology of their fruits
looked very similar, some toxic species appeared on the market as adulterants of Chinese star anise. The
morphologic characters of the fruits from 16 species of [llicium were described, and an index was compiled
for reference.
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1
1 Illicium angustisepalum A. C. Smith
(I. jiadifengpi B. N. Chang) BCMM 93091
(1. minwanense B. N. Chang et S. D. Zhang) BCM M 88042
(1. jiadifengpi B- N. Chang var baishanense B- N. Chang) BCMM 88041
2 1. fargesii Finet et Gagnep BCMM 88043
3 1. anisatum Linn. BCMM 87001
4 1. burmanicum Wils (I. macranthum A. C. Smith) BCMM 97001
5 1. simonsii Maxim BCMM 86081
6 I. majus Hook. f. et Thoms BCMM 82041
7 I. lan@olatum A. C. Smith BCMM 84101
8 1. henryi Diels BCMM 92093
9 I. dunnianum Tutch BCMM 92091
10 1. spathulatum Wu (I. brevistylum A. C. Smith) BCMM 94110
11 1. ternstroemioides A. C. Smith BCMM 93031
12 1. merrillianum A. C. Smith BCMM 94041
13 1. pachyphyllum A. C. Smith BCMM 92092
14 I. verum Hook. f. BCMM 92101
15 I. micranthum Dunn BCMM 91061
BCMM 93071
16 1. difengpi K. . BetK. I M. BCMM 95001
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