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Preliminary Trial on the Inducement of Seed Sprouting of Ningyoumateng
(Mucuna paohwashanica) from Zhejiang Province
Xie Yueying and Chen Xilin (Zhejiang Medical School, Hangzhou 310009)
Abstract Mucuna pachwashanica (Leguminosae) is a plant of both ornamental and medicinal value.
Its L-dopa content was widely used for the treatment of Parkinson’s disease. For transplantation, the main
obstacle was an obstinate character of dormancy of its seed, resulted in a low rate of sprouting. By way of

grinding away partially the coating of the seed, the dormancy could be relieved, that hastened the sprouting

and increase the number of seedlings up to 87%. With proper cultivation, the transplanted plant can grow

well. Yet it only bloomed without bearing any fruit, which remained a problem for further study.
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An Investigation on the Commercial Samples of Traditional Chinese Drug

Lanceolate Dichotomous Starwort (Stellariae dichotoma L. var. lanceolata)

Cai Shaoqging, /N 7*>F, Han Jian, et al. (College of Pharmacy, Beijing University of Medical Sci-

ences, Beijing 100083)
Abstract

88 Yinchaihu commercial samples were collected from 27 provinces (cities). On identifica-

tion, only 52 samples (60% ) complied with the species specified in the Chinese Pharmacopoeia which were

derived from the root of Stellaria dichotoma L. var. lanceolata, Bunge and used in 24 provinces (cities), and

among them, about 2/3 were cultivated products grown for 1 or 2 years. Among the remainders, 16

(18.2%) were derived from the root of Arenaria juncea Bieb. which were used in 10 provinces (cities), and

the other 20 (22.7%) were derived from 5 species of Gypsophila L. , Silene L.. and Arenaria L. .
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