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Studies on the Antitumor Effect and Apoptosis Induction in Human Liver
Cancer Cell Line (BEL-7402) by Sodium Artesunate

Zhang Xing, Yang Xiaoping,Pan Qichao (Cancer Institute,Sun Yatsen University of Medical Science,
Guangzhou 510060)

Abstract To study the antitumor activity of sodium artesunate (SA) and its mechanism of action.an-
titumor experiments in vitro and in vivo, cell morphology, flow cytometry and Western blot were per-
formed. Serveral conclusions can be obtained:1. SA had antitumor effects on human liver cancer cells (BEL-
7402) in vitro and in vive- 2. SA induced apoptosis in human liver cancer cells,which may be one of the mech-
anisms of its antitumor effects. 3. Apoptosis in BEL-7402 cells by SA may be induced by Ps;-independent
pathway.

Key words Sodium artesunate (SA) Human BEL-7402 liver cancer cell line apoptosis in liver can-

cer cell Ps;-independent pathway
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