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over, TN can dramatically increase the amount of total serum complement and significant-
ly decrease the serum antibody products(1gG ) of rats and mice, The phagocytosis of peri-
oneal exudate macrophages in mice present double effects in vitro, TN can promote the ph-
agocytosis of macrophages at the small dosage, but at larger dosage, it showed inhibition,

The results mentioned above showed that triptophenolide may be one of the main effect-
ive component of T,wilfordii for treating auto-immune diseases,

( Original article on page 24)

Studies on the Effect of Forcing Culture on the Growth
of Thunberg Fritilary ( Fritillaria thunbergii) Introduced
from South China to the Northern Region

Li zhiliang, Cao Juchang, Zhang Daming

Owing to climate influence, mean daily temperature in north China differs greatly from
that of the southern regions during the same season, The introduction of Fritilleria thunber-
gii to Beijing for cultivation was hampered by delayed emergence of seedling and a shorte-
ned period for their growth, resulting in degeneration with the underground bulb becoming
smaller year after year, With forcing culture as described in this paper, the emergence of
seedling came earlier and growth period prolonged, The blossom and fruit became normal,
By combining the method with formalin treated seed, diseases and pest index of the bulb
were reduced distinctly and the yield increased with increased proportion of larger bulb ye-
ar after year,

( Original articlcon page 31)

Studies on the Traditional Chinese Medicine Shouwu [ .
Botanical Origins and Applied Drugs

Li Jun, Xu Guojun, Xu Luoshan, et al
A survey on drug resources and identification of the commercial drugs showed that Hesho-
uwu was derived from Polsygonum multiflorum and the roots of- another two species of the
same family were misused as Heshouwu, The roots of 6 species of Cynanchum genus, Asclep-
jadaceae were used as Baishouwu in different regions, The index of botanical identification
was listed, Botanical origins, distribution, production and sale of “Shouwu” wer: investi-

gated, ( Ori8inal article on page 33)

An Appraisal of the Traditional Chinese Medicine

Amber and Its Counterfeit
Wang Jiguang

Distinction between the traditional Chinese medicine amber and its counterfeit was stu-
di.ed by polarizing microscope and electron microscope, and trace elements analysed by pl-
asma spectroscoPy, Results showed that the counterfeit of amber is opal, which contains the
same thirty-five kinds of trace elements as coal amber, The total amount of Ca, Mg, Al,
and Fe contained in opal is 10 to 70 times more than that contained in coal amber, which
can provide a basis for the appraisal of coal amber and opal,

( Original article on page 36)
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