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Determination of the Effective Substances in Roots of
Chinese Pokeweed ( Phytolacca ) Plants

Zhang Jianchun, Wang Yan, Zheng Hanchen, et al

Total esculentosides and polysaccharides are determined and compared in roots of Pjy-
tolacca acinosa Roxb., P. americans L., P, polyandra Bat,, P, zhejiangensis W,T ,Ean Produ-
ced in China. Results showed that P, polyandra Bat, has the highest content of esculentosi-
des (6,24% ), while P, acinose is most rich in polysaccharides (10,57% ).

( Original article on page 126)

Studies on the Antihypoxia and Free Radical Scavenging
Activity of Tangut Dragonhead ( Dracocephalum tanguticum)

Ye Yucong, Chen Qinming, Chai Fengling,et al

Aqueous extract of Dracocepralum tanguticum Maxim, (DIM),when given ig or ip to exper-
imental hypoxia mice,markedly incrcased their tolerance to normobaric and hypobaric hyp-
oxia, Erythrocyte superoxide dismutase ( SOD ) activity of mice or rats determined at high
aititude (animaquing mountain 4700 m above sea level )showed an elevated dismutation act-
ivity of peroxide anions, At an experimentally simulated altitude of 6000 m apove sea level,
determunation of MDA, Hy and Hct showed an obvious reduction of all the abnormally el-
evated criteria. It is suggested that the antihypoxia activity of DTM may.be partly due to

its free radical scavenging activity,
(Original article on page 134)

Effects of Whiteflower Hogfennel ( Peucedanum praeruptorum)
on Isolated Rabbit Pulmonary Arteries

Wei Minjie, Zhang Xinhua and Zhao Naicai

Qian Hu is the roots of Peucedanum praeruptorum Dunn. The object of the present paper
was to determine the effects of water extract (QH-I)and petrolevm ether extract (QH-M ) of
Qisn Hu on smooth muscle contractility of isolated rabbit pulmonary artery rings, QH-I
and QH-M antagonized pulmonary artery rings coniraction elicited by NE as well as KCI,
QH-I and QH-M caused relaxation of rabbit pulmonary artery rings precontracted with NE
as well as KCl, The contraction dose-response curves of Pulmcnary artery rings with NE we-
re shifted to the right and the maximal contraction response were inhibited 73,1+8.0% and
43.624,2% by 1,6x107°% and 8,0x10"°%, QH-M, pD’,=4,7340.43, These results indicate that
Qian Hu may relax pulmonary artery smooth muscle directly as a Ca®* antagonist,

(Original article on page i37)
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