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Abstract: Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is a chronic disease characterized by systemic autoimmune abnormalities. The underlying
mechanism of RA remains unclear, and clinical treatment still faces the challenge of being unable to achieve a complete cure. The joint
function and quality of life of patients are often severely affected. Modern medical treatment for RA has certain clinical limitations, so
exploring more efficient and safe treatment strategies has become an urgent need in the field. Adenosine monophosphate-activated
protein kinase (AMPK) is a key signaling molecule that regulates the homeostasis of cellular energy metabolism. In recent years, it has
been confirmed that the signaling pathways mediated by AMPK are widely involved in the pathological process of RA and have become
one of the core target pathways in the current research on anti-RA mechanisms and drug development. Traditional Chinese medicine
has unique advantages in treating RA, such as multiple targets, multiple pathways, and multiple links. Studies have found that bioactive
components of traditional Chinese medicine, such as alkaloids, quinones, and terpenoids, can directly or indirectly regulate the AMPK

signaling pathway. Classic traditional Chinese medicine formulas, such as Guizhi Shaoyao Zhimu Decoction, and traditional Chinese
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medicine preparations, such as Huangqin Qingre Chubi Capsules, can also exert anti-RA effects through this pathway. The specific

mechanisms include promoting cell apoptosis, inducing autophagy, improving the immune microenvironment, reducing inflammatory

responses, inhibiting oxidative stress, and blocking pyroptosis. By summarizing and analyzing the relevant research on the intervention

of RA by traditional Chinese medicine through the AMPK signaling pathway in recent years, new ideas and references for RA treatment

and clinical protocol optimization are provided.

Key words: traditional Chinese medicine; AMPK signaling pathway; rheumatoid arthritis; apoptosis; autophagy; immune

microenvironment; inflammatory reaction; oxidative stress; pyroptosis
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Fig.1 Mechanism of traditional Chinese medicine regulating AMPK signaling pathway in treatment of RA
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TR, 100 20, 40 pmol-L7' ) UA i@ _Eif p-
AMPK #ik, T p-NF-«xB #ik, % AMPK/NF-
kB 15 Z 8%, — 7 HF#{K GSDMD-N. IL-1B+ Caspase-
1. BT AHRRAE R (ASC) FRIE, # CIA /)
SUB MR EE T, —J7HRE NI TNF-a.. IL-1B 38
1K, WERIRIERIN, JELZERE IR,
3.1.5 £k HEME (RSV) . EEEK (Cur)
&2 My KOG MR v dE o B AMPK
AMPK/SIRT1 5 i i, et M. oot 28 0E
SN G A R S IR AT R K BT RA /EH .

R, 50 mg-kg! H RSV AliE i i
AMPK. SIRT1 &i&, #iE AMPK/SIRT1 15 Zi# %,
—J7 25 SOD. 7+ bt H K (GSH) K&, [ MDA
K, AR 55— 7 T RE T A e A L
iy (TGM2) . ZHRBUUIEIEL 4L K1 (c-MAF)
Kk, (it M2 ERAMIRR AL R AT 32 = IL-10 3%
1K, JER AIA KRR RE VBT, BRI, 25 ng
(1) Cur 7] L1l AMPK 3£iX, i mTOR. STAT3 %
%, % AMPK/mTOR/STAT3 15 53l %, F&AK
Th17. B kA REILEE T (BAFF) ik, Jk/> B


https://www.univ-bio.com/article/id-5597.html
https://www.univ-bio.com/article/id-5597.html
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S M R IR VR, 2 CIA /DN R A an
BE, Yk OGRS,
3.1.6 B WAL, ®EH (Xn) . MiER
(NAR ) %5 3% il 28 7% P 5 o v BiE  AMPK .
AMPK/ULKI {55 %, 38 875 A S, Bk
BV AL . B5 2ORE R VLSBT, RIEDT RA
YEH .

Xn &K H U AE R 3 B 285 1R oy B 7T R,
10 mg-kg™' Y] Xn AliEL i pAMPK-Thr172 ik,
WS AMPK {5 5%, —J7 2 Nif2 Rk, FEIK
ROS Kk, ISR 53— 7K Caspase-
1. IL-1p ik, #H] NLRP3 RAE/MEIEIL, 1A% %
KER N, NAR FERH TR AEMNEHEY), BT
AR A, BFARA, 25, 50, 100 mg-kg ' [1)
NAR "3t Fifl p-AMPK. B§ER1L 2Bk 4 A 2
1L (p-ACC) . p-ULK1 £IE, #iF AMPK/ULK1
{55388, 5 LC3A/B-II £ik, &K p-62 Fik,
3k F W B s [R] B R ARG /DN B A% B A i R
RAW264.7 4ijuf] ROS /KF, i LPS FMNE
M &4 A0 A0 N S A S8 R Ak, NAR I8 7] PG TNF-
o~ IL-1B+ IL-17. TGF-B FKik, 38 CIA KR AIE
JSAVAUR
3.7 HAh BRIURIL, ILZRBEECEATZ . REERA
JHER (UDCA) %5 nld it % AMPK. AMPK/ULK

AMPK/NF-xB %55 Z %, KA. #)
AP B RIE RN O S A B SRR AR
KIRE RA HRM, SR IEIERE .

2R g 5 A 25 h 2 52 07 Thid I 2555 . AT
RI, 1#%8K 3.36 mg-kg ' IHZEBTHLA 6.27 mg-kg™!
AJEIF RS Y, AliE Fi AMPK. p-AMPK %
A, BUE AMPK {55, #&% Bax. cleaved
Caspase-3. 4 & C (Cyt C) ik, P#{K Bel-2
FIk, ek CIA A BRI LN A I 1~ 5 38 7] P MDA
NO ik, $&/m SOD Kik, iR (Rl r]
N TNF-a IL-1B+ IL-6 RIA&, i IL-10 3RiX,
o CIA KRB AR AE [ Bil01,

5 KB, 100 umol-L~! ) UDCA i@t I
W p-AMPK ik, #iE AMPK {5 S8, #2570
Jt IR AR A TR R e B b BE 1 (SMILE)
B RIE DL R S A Y T R 1 BE )OS S ARy
(PPARY) [)¥eskigte, #I| Th17 A4,
5 Th17/Treg %% V47, tE CIA /NEUEIRE,
2535 M 2 TR 3% AMPK {5 538 B I6 9T RA [R1E
FBLHI LR 1.
32 FHERH

iR T TR B AR R, i 2k
I 2L ZBRREWMFENGIT N £ RA S
Jrrh, ANEDh R R 2 S 07 W S AMPK.

F 1 PAFEMERTIEE AMPK (ESREIATT RA B{ERNH

Table 1 Mechanism of action of Chinese herbal active components in regulating AMPK signaling pathway for treatment of

rheumatoid arthritis

Ve D%y B B % AMPK {2 538K Pt RA {EFINAI
IS BBR[42-43] HIE CIA /N, AMPK?1. mTORCI; ML FERIRL s M2 BRIkt ORI
AMPK/MTORCL i1 M|
AIA K p-AMPK1. p-p65. p-NF-kB. p- Arg-1. iINOS. IL-10. TGF-p1:

IkBa); AMPK/NF-xB i1

TNF-a. IL-1B. IL-6); M1U/M2
TR SERESRUSE]

CIA /MR p-AMPK1. AMPK i1 TNF-a, IL-1B. IL-6], #AERIN
SW982 4l 1: MMP|. SWO82 85|
AIA /PN AMPK i1 SREBP1. FASN|, J&liAEmkls
IL-1. IL-6), FSRERI;
Tregl, CD8'T|, #Hsisdfisi
CTL0] S)E AIA KR p-AMPK. p-ULK-11; p-mTOR; Bax. caspase3?, Bcl-2|, 4HiEf
AMPK/MTOR/ULK-1 i@}t T-1; LC3BT. P62), EWT;
TNF-o. IL-6. IL-1B); #ER
)
SINI7I HREE  AIAZNR AMPKf. mTOR|; AMPK/MTOR  RA-FLS 4Hfft4:K]; TNF-o.. IL-

Pl 1B+ IL-6), FSRESUN|




©2996 - E48EF10H] 2025410 A ¥k A Drug Evaluation Research  Vol. 48 No. 10 October 2025
F£18)
paES D% KR Bl W% AMPK 15 S8 Bt RATERINIAI
2N SKNM8-50] gy AIA K5 p-AMPK. p-ULK-11, pmTOR|,  Bax. cleaved-caspase3. cleaved-
MH7A 4y AMPK/MTOR/ULK-1 i1 PARP?, Bcl-2|, ZHHHT1:
LC3B?t, P62), HWMEY: Ki-
670, ZHHEsE|
CIA /], AMPK?, AMPK i1 Arg-1. iNOS. IL-101, TNF-a.
IL-1B8], M2 Emgaufutiitr
EMOPP! K CIA /MR AMPK. p-AMPK. Nrf21, NLRP3. Cleaved caspase-1], %
AMPK/NI2 i@t FERM|; Nri2, SODT, %fk
2]
1S CAl52-53] HE HFLS-RA 4l p-AMPK. Sirt11, IkBa. p-NF-kB  ROS. Ca2+1, MMP. MPTPT,
p65), AMPK/Sirt 1/NF-«B i1 JESEIEMEY; Bax/Bel-21, 4
P TNF-on IL-1B IL-
6, FRERS|
EBB4 H7ThE AIA K p-AMPK. p-ULK-11, pmTOR|,  LC3B?{. P62, 41N
RA-FLS 48 AMPK/MTOR/ULK-1 i1 Bax. Caspase-31, Bcl-2), 40
i HIHT A TINF-0 IL-1B), HIE
=)
FEFER 0sT] MR T CIA K5 AMPKat, AMPK st TNF-o. IL-1Bs IL-6], #AESN
I 4IIFT; ROSY, AL
il
UAL36] — CIA /MR p-AMPK?, p-NF-«B|, AMPK/NF- GSDMD-N. IL-1B. caspase-1.
«B JE% ASC|, 4UMIfEr]; SOERA|
EZ 2 RSV Hipti AIA KR AMPK. SIRTI1, AMPK/SIRT1iE SOD. GSH}, MDA|, FfLSE%
%1 ls TGM2. c-MAF?t, M2 g
AUfIRRALT; IL-107, SORERM|
Cur38] L CIA /MR AMPK?, mTOR. STAT3|, Thi7. BAFF. B 4], 4
AMPK/MTOR/STAT3 i1 28y
S Xnt>] WP CIA /IR PAMPK?, AMPK JEH1 Nif21. ROS|, EIMiE;
Caspase-1. IL-1B}, NLRP3 #
PEAMAL, RAERN|
NARI®0] BRI CIA KR p-AMPK. p-ACC. p-ULK11, LC3A/B-IIY, p-62|, EMEY
AMPK/ULKY &1 ROS|, M| TNF-a.
IL-1B+ IL-17. TGF-B, #E
Al
Hith IZRBIS — CIA KR AMPK. p-AMPK?, AMPKifi#%1 Bax. cleaved Caspase-3. Cyt
Ajzilen] C1, Bel2], 4HHRET
MDA. NO|, SOD?t, %t/
s TNF-o. IL-1B. IL-6),
IL-107, FSRER|
UDCAI62] CIA /MR p-AMPK?, AMPK i1 SMILE. PPARyt, Thi7 M|,

Th17/Treg S -

“t 7 RN L O/ G R

V7 RN URANE B .

“1” indicates upgrade/activate/improve/enhance; | indicates reduce/inhibit/decrease/block.

AMPK/mTOR/ULK-1 . AMPK/ ¥ L & & 1 03
(FoxO3a) Z{E- 5@, MG Sl EWE . &5GE R

SN A B AR . 2 IEAR SR EL AN ek A
TAEYERERAE ST RA PR, HAER D B 05 CAE IR R DT


https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/pharmacology-toxicology-and-pharmaceutical-science/reactive-oxygen-metabolite
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AR S T A L03-65],

321 EXABRIBHIE HEREATAMEZIEA (&
BREmE) , BAERL. ATZG. J0BE. BMEFEEAR, A
AAERBRIE - A BRI, FFRA, 7 0%
T CIA KRR 0.8, 1.6, 3.2 g-kg ! HIEERIATZ
WiBE, W@ B p-AMPK. p-ULK-1 &1L, F
W p-mTOR Fik, #i% AMPK/mTOR/ULK-1 {55
iR, $EE LC3BI/LC3BIELAE, FAAK p62 ik,

75 3 E A 1 W DAOR B R LR S n]d e B
IL-10 &I&, BE(RME % K F TNF-a. IL-1B. IL-6 7K
S, BEGE CIA KR ISIE B0, 575 1% /v
B EERE N W1 R FISEE, Bf
FERBRIE . BRI DI R, AR, 45T CIA
KB 11.88 g-kg ' IR 5 18 13817 T #& =1 AMPKa
p-AMPKo %15, % AMPK {5 518, #Emidid
T M1 BEREAIuAREY) CD86 ik, i M2
R I bR 40 CD206 ik, 145 B4R Al Ak
S s (RIS AR T TR RSN B3 AR B4 CD90 KA
DA RS A, B UL P9 B2 2B K7 (VEGF)
I A G P4 LA AR B, R4 ) A 0 v
P, Bk CIA REOCTHT JO0E, BRIk TH L W
ARG, SRR BNAKIOT . SRR R R TR T
BT IR RIS, RIENE .
TEEHER, BA TR, BOAGERRDIE. T
K, 0.5, 1.0, 2.0 g-kg™" HIIRIB5 kLA _Eif p-
AMPKo F£ikPL K p-AMPKo/AMPKa EUff, #G&
AMPK {550 %%, TEAQHHETI T, Rede s s
Iifg (SCFAs) . HEEIENIHR (MCFAs) K/
iR (LCFAs) /KF, o3& fMa iR R & il; a4l
PRAE T4 7 T, eI PR R AR T O i B e i A
Mg A &K FER 01 4 (ACSL4) | iz Bt 4
bl (LOX) Fik, FIREIET- I8 2 SLC3A2,
SCL7A11. GPX4 ik, HHIERIET:; [FRS o] BRI
TNF-a. IL-1B. IL-6 %2 2 K F/KF, 4% CIA K
BOCHT I IKFR RS, BRI A, SRR ST
AR 1081,

322 JEREREEN ERGEZHFEHE. BAR.

BUC. PP NESHR, BAEHER. IS
IESEMITIR, WIREF o, IS ROE I (R
H2 Wk, BEMKES0.5h IR, Frsi24 D )5,
RA BHFIBIRIEsIEsr-28 (DAS28) « C MR
F (CRP) . ZLANAEITIER (ESR) « RJHR T iH4L
(TIC) MRk HH-4 (SIC) 45 RA MR 1A

Bk, UFSEHIGIRIT AL Bhsetit— b 5eiE,
25T CIA KRR EFIE (54gkg!-d) JEHGE M,
A JE P FE X EREE 1 (FBP1) Ri&, i
AMPK. p-AMPK %i&, HuiiF AMPK {5 5l —
5 T FA% TNF-a. IL-1B+ IL-6 S % K 7£ik, 2
EPLRFT IL-10 KF, W 20 OB 55— J7 T
REAI T FL At e i FEE M, M O I IR AR B2, B
fIRIRTT R AR,
323 {EMAGBIER EETE AR RS
PEF AR R BIELR, AR,
THERIBL DB IR TR R, BFH A%
245 CRRER 3 8, B H 3 U0 S5, B A& i AMPK-
al. p-FoxO3. ZbiiAfiE At (MnSOD
wH) KiERE L, BiE AMPK-FoxO3a-MnSOD
1558, — 7t m SOD. BptafbaE 1(TAOC)
WEME, BRRAEFUSE S (LPO) « MDA £ik, A3
i S AR s 55— 7 s 2 IL-4. IL-10
Fik, PEARIMIE B C-RMEF (Hs-CRP) KX,
BT (RF) . TNF-0. IL-1B. IL-6 254 % A 17K
e, PR RIE SN, IR K S I ARE
ARUO,, EZGIMER FURR, BT ig fil & A TE AR
RIS AIMIE (K. . mAESHIN 189, 378,
756 mg-kg', BEH 1Kk, %EL:3d; AL TEMA
FO9%FAANERD » RIMSEIGRIR, EA MG RT
1 p-AMPK. p-FoxO3a £I&, #if AMPK/FoxO3a
55, FFEREIEE TAOC. SOD /K, B
MDA. LPO &L AR [FINFFEC IL-18
Fak, HiEE L4 RIE, H—PIIFHSGE RA R0
SRR, FR 25 77 4% AMPK {5 5 il %
1897 RA HIEFHBLEI W3R 2.
4 HES5RE

HAT RA BIRIEHLE A7 B8, A ReS 1k
J -~ B J G R 3R ARG, BAREE 5 BRIl I ik
oI N 5 T B R AR RAGEIR, (HAFTEAR A HEFE K
KN AAR RN BEFRMR. HLZ T, FE
TEPT RA L5507 T IEMER H 2 &, IR0 % .
AMPK 15 5@ g E i 4n i g s AR SOEUR B
J G PSRz OB RS, nES TR T. |
Wi JNE RN EE L NIRTT I RA IRAERE, ik
NHEEZEIT RA HFIGEEVE R it o BT AR FEXT
DA SCHRIBREE, RIRZ5TE AMPK {5 518 BT
RA MIHFFAHERT S S50 OEERERE, 4
RIWF R E B AT AMPK il M EAR SR E IS S


https://www.medchemexpress.cn/gene/2203.html
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*2 DHEFIFE AMPK FSEHIETT RA BIERHLEH

Table 2 Mechanism of action of traditional Chinese medicine compound in regulating AMPK signaling pathway for

treatment of rheumatoid arthritis

P S LRS- TIGHT R W2 AMPK {5 S8 Bt RA 1EFHLHI
R AERATZRERA) CIA KR p-AMPK. p-ULK-17, p-mTOR|,  LC3BIVLC3BI{, p62], HW1:
HioE AMPK/MTOR/ULK-1 il #1 IL-107, TNF-o. IL-1B. IL-6},
PRAE S|
SR CIA KR AMPKa. p-AMPKaf, AMPK @it  CD86), CD2061, M1}, M21; &
JEIEA: |, AR
bl i CIA KR p-AMPKa?, p-AMPKa/AMPKaf,  SCFAs. MCFAs. LCFAst, Atijf
AMPK B %1 t; ACSL4. LOX|, SLC3A2.
SCL7A11. GPX41, #:4ET):
HAE |
TERGEE ERNEIZ) RA & AMPK. p-APK?, AMPK i #1 TNF-a. IL-1B. IL-6, IL-107, %
I CIA KB I B |
MR EEEARE RA ¥ AMPK-al. p-FoxO3. MnSOD?, SOD. TAOC?, LPO. MDA|, %
T el 7071 AMPK-Fox03a-MnSOD i #%1 LRI IL-4. IL-101, Hs-
CRP. RF. IL-1B. TNF-a. IL-
6, RAESPL|
RA p-AMPK. p-FoxO3al, AMPK/ TAOC. SOD?, MDA. LPOJ, %

FoxO3a Ji 1

TR IL-1B), RAER S|

7 FoR BHBOE/SEERE 7 R N IRANER /R .

“1” indicates upgrade/activate/improve/enhance; “|”indicates reduce/inhibit/decrease/block.

¥, 4% AMPK/NF-kB . AMPK/mTOR .
AMPK/mTOR/ULK-1 %; H TGt 25iE s ic
R 2 I B LL “ 0% AMPK {5 S8 7 %O
#2753, @it AMPK iEE— 005 iR I

TS, AN, EALNEL. SOERN . A
Y AETS 6 NYERE . Horp, (RN T A
R SRE R B U s O ATE R E
T, WFFEEEERFAMIE. W%, Lty
R RS PR TR, B RS
FRRIEEGE ., (@i S IR R, B
PR JRBR, 50 RA FEEIERIAE AT, @O 7
KAV, ARSI N E, LR
BTSSR T AR (4 CIA. ATA /MR B
WA 2 (i MH7A. SW982) 5 A /D32y
25 CGESTE NG EE ., JERGE Lz PR T I
REFFE, IFS2dxt RA BEFHF WG (I
DAS28. CRP. ESR) [XGEEF, ARG RFE AL
PRI TEHE . OB ERINLHIE 5, 5o 253
PR BAT Z L3P RA {ER, 41 BBR A
P ORI JIE [N s EMO 7] 203 ORE M«

HEASLE RSV Al i) S8 AL S 2 S oA
RIS HE SN S s 11 7 — ST R 43 (R A FE L )
BONE—, i SIN EERET RAEE, Cur.UDCA
T DA S SO B3 1 15 A% O 7 1) o
REHEZ IR AMPK 15 S8 RA I
FUHS T —E i, BEEE 2 RR: OIA
FZJFMR T 5 mTOR . NF-xB [ B3 TAE, % AMPK
5 JAK/STAT. PI3K/Akt. Nrf2 % HAth RA #H2%i&E
P A XA R R M ARIRANIRER, M DL 5E R
AMPK il 75 £ 255 RA HF IR R ENLE]; @
XTAHME TR F W SORE SN I FUBCAER AN, Xt
SN I E R S S B BRI SRR N, ALK
J B R . AESMAS RNA (31 miRNA. IncRNA)
A FRFR A QR ERFESS RA RIRE
DA ML MR fe, HARAL R AT,
FIE IR BB TR EA s @ 2iE s 77
I, VR AR L, B2 2RSSR,
MEHERARW K RAETARBNRER, HEHN
INEERIRR, =2, KEEARRIGIERT ST, A
IR B 2G “HRIERIG” MR @5t
HRATGTH, F BB AR TS, IR 7D,
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HAE AR AMPK 42808 Je 2 4 kAT /5 itk —
A WA .

PRI, SRR B4R S N5 AMPK AH A5 53 B F
76, BB, BT EAR G S EE S RA
198 R BA S BE 20 Zam B R s 5340, $T
RA {ERIMLAHI 7T, ZREEIN5EMT Fe i 2 ML AR
S m TR LI I L, SR S B
s[RI ER P 25 TR SRR, T2y
PSR VE AN 22 4k, 4 e 2 HEISEN AMPK {5 51l
EAEAE R, 1838 h AR il RA
WEFCs S NN RAT 2 AT R P 25 W 7E, 5L
AT SEPRIMR T 2, JFREE 2 S, ISR AR T
7T, WAEHST RA fEFIIFET, (2RER 250t Kk
FRH, 20T RA 0T SUR A SEbr
AT FH IR R 5 5 o
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