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Abstract: Objective To analyze the current research status, hotspots, and trends of Dictamni Cortex using bibliometric methods, and
to provide references for studies on its material basis, pharmacological mechanisms, safety evaluation, and clinical application.
Methods Chinese and English publications related to Dictamni Cortex published from January 1, 2000 to December 31, 2025 were
retrieved from the China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI), Wanfang Database, VIP Database, and Web of Science Core
Collection (WoSCC). After deduplication and screening using NoteExpress, Excel, CiteSpace, and VOSviewer were used to conduct
visual analyses from multiple dimensions, including publication trends, countries, institutions, authors, and keywords. Results A total
of 1 198 Chinese publications and 164 English publications were included. Chinese publications have long predominated in this field,
although the annual publication output has declined in recent years; in contrast, English publications showed an upward trend,
indicating gradually increasing international attention. China was the main contributing country, and research output was mainly
concentrated in Asia. In Chinese publications, Heilongjiang University of Chinese Medicine, Chengdu University of Traditional
Chinese Medicine, and Beijing University of Chinese Medicine were the major contributing institutions, whereas China Pharmaceutical
University and Peking Union Medical College were the main contributing institutions in English publications. Liu Shumin and Lu
Fang showed prominent publication outputs in Chinese publications, while Kim Hyungwoo had the highest publication output in
English publications. Chinese studies mainly focused on the clinical application, syndrome differentiation-based treatment, and
medication patterns of Dictamni Cortex in inflammatory skin diseases, such as psoriasis, eczema, urticaria, and atopic dermatitis.
English studies placed greater emphasis on bioactive constituents, including dictamnine, fraxinellone, obacunone, and limonoids, as
well as anti-inflammatory and immunomodulatory mechanisms and safety issues such as hepatotoxicity. Conclusion Research on
Dictamni Cortex has gradually expanded from the summarization of clinical experience to bioactive constituent analysis,
pharmacological mechanism elucidation, and safety evaluation. Future studies should further focus on the pharmacodynamic
mechanisms of Dictamni Cortex in inflammatory skin diseases, bioactive constituent analysis and quality control, mechanisms of
hepatotoxicity, machine-learning-based prediction of hepatotoxicity risk, and detoxification through processing and herbal
compatibility.

Key words: Dictamni Cortex; bibliometrics; CiteSpace; VOSviewer; visual analysis; dictamnine; hepatotoxicity; psoriasis; active

ingredient; anti-inflammatory; skin diseases; quality evaluation
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Fig.1 Annual publication trends of literature related to Cortex Dictamni
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Fig.2 National cooperation network for English literature
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Fig.3 Collaboration network of institutions publishing Chinese literature on Dictamni Cortex
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Fig. 4 Collaboration network of institutions publishing English literature on Dictamni Cortex
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Table 3 Top 10 authors of Chinese and English literature publications
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Fig.5 Co-authorship network of Chinese (A) and English (B) literature on Dictamni Cortex
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Table 4 Top 10 keywords in Chinese and English literature
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Fig. 6 Co-occurrence networks of keywords in Chinese literature
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Table 5 Clustering information of keywords in Chinese literature

FKID SIH  WrRH REAE R (T 5 A1)
#0 £ /8 0.922 41 WIER. B, TEEREGTE. BEY. THAR
#1 2y 0.926 38 izl Bafzi. PEARMB RS HIZE. R
#2 Je IR 0.976 36 B KRGS AL BARE, R
#3 BT 0.943 35 BORAMN . BSER. AEEEL R, m R
#4 6 R 1.000 34 Bt S, RBAY, &2, g
#5 FHARER  0.967 33 FHETEBR . TR 2t BAFE. WA
#6 PEZIRTT 0.978 27 HEEZAIT . SRR, HEZYTE. AR, REUE
#1 % 0.916 26 EE. WE. &WEE. Rk, Stes
#8 5 wE 0.994 26 SRNE. MR, BE. FRm. R LE
#9 R 0.945 24 FREEZ . RIS T R SR TR IR
#1012 0.963 22 W2 BRSRPEIE . BORERSE. ZHEN JLE
#1LRE R B 0.974 22 FeRIVERZ R L AMATEL AL BT RbE
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Fig. 8 Keyword clustering map of Chinese (A) and English (B) literature
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Table 6 Clustering information of keywords in English literature

FKID SH R R R (AT 5 A

#0 atopic dermatitis 0.956 41 atopic dermatitis. inflammation. contact dermatitis. association rule mining.
urticaria

#1 adverse side effects 0.897 30 adverse side effects. LY294002. gamma delta T cell. MAPK signaling.
schisantherin A

#2 Dictamnus dasycarpus 0.963 28 Dictamnus dasycarpus Turcz . structural modification . pharmacology

Turcz. Dictamnus dasycarpus. traditional Chinese medicine

#3 oncology 0.920 24 Oncology. metabolomics. transcriptomics. idiosyncratic HILI. liver fibrosis

#4 Scutellaria baicalensis 0.859 23 Scutellaria baicalensis. 4-dial. Rheum tanguticum. Phellodendron chinense.
chemoprevention

#5 glutamate 0.961 21 Glutamate . oxidative stress. PI3K/Akt signaling pathway. antioxidants.
ischemia/reoxygenation injury

#6 NF-xB 0.946 20 NF-kB. CIL-102. p21. macrophages. tubulin

#7 essential oils 0.911 19 essential oils. antimicrobial. essential oil. cytotoxicity. secretory cavities

#8 identification 0.970 17 Identification. Anobiidae. protein adduction. fumigant activity. cigarette beetle

#9 degraded limonoids 0.979 17 degraded limonoids. drug design. degradation levels. Meliaceae and Rutaceae.
Mythimna separata

#10 gefitinib resistance 0.980 12 gefitinib resistance. PI3K. lymphocyte. dictabretol A. MAPK

#11 gut microbiota 0.997 10 gut microbiota. multi-omic analysis. microbiota-gut-liver axis. cholestatic liver

injury. Cortex Dictamni
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Fig. 9 Timeline view of keyword co-occurrence clusters in Chinese literature
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