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Considerations of toxicologic pathology examination of antibody-drug

conjugates during nonclinical safety evaluation
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Abstract: Antibody-drug conjugate drug (ADC) are novel specific anti-tumor drugs composed of antibodies, payloads (cytotoxic
small molecule compounds) and linkers. ADC is characterized by high specificity and few side effects, but their safety is affected by
factors such as antibody specificity, stability of linker, and nature of payload. The dose-limiting toxicity of ADC is mainly related to
the payload and has been well correlated in clinical and nonclinical studies. The toxicity mechanism of ADC includes on-target
toxicity and off-target toxicity. On-target toxicity is mainly determined by the expression of the target, whereas off-target toxicity is
caused by factors such as coupling instability and non-specific uptake. The toxicity mechanism of ADC is briefly reviewed, and the
toxicologic pathology examination during nonclinical safety evaluation of ADC is emphasized, so as to provide some references for
the nonclinical safety evaluation of ADC in China.
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Table 1 Marketed ADC drugs in the world
ADC P i 4 Gl I 44) LILYERE RN BT REEEE AN T TR
Mylotarg(gemtuzumab ozogamicin, CD33 1IgG4  acid cleavable o0zogamicin/ 2000 4F 5 H Bk T, 2010 44
T PR LT BMOK B calicheamicin 17,2017 4 F B Ll
Adcetris(brentuxima vedotion, 4t CD30 IgGl enzyme MMAE/auristatin 201148 H
i % HH0D (cleavable)
Kadcyla(adotrastuzumab HER2 IgGl noncleavable DM1/ 201342 A
Emtansine , B 3¢ il 22 2k 540D maytansinoid
Besponsa(inotuzumab ozogamicin, CD22 IgG4  acid cleavable ozogamicin/ 201746 A
L3y IE7R7 SR calicheamicin
Polivy(polatuzumab vedotin-piig, CD79b 1gG1 enzyme MMAE/auristatin 201946 H
RSO RS (cleavable)
Padcev(enfortumab vedotin-ejfv,  Nectind IgGl enzyme MMAE/auristatin 2019412 A
Y B2 LB (cleavable)
Enhertu(famtrastuzumab HER2 IgGl enzyme DXd/ 2019412
deruxtecan -nxki , {2 i 2% £k L. P0) (cleavable) camptothecin
Trodelvy(sacituzumab govitecan- TROP2 IgGl  acid cleavable SN-38/camp- 202044 A
hziy, X¥b ZER 50 tothecin
Blenrep(belantamab mafodotin-  BCMA 1gGl noncleavable MMAE/auristatin 20204 8 J 17,2022 4 11 A il
blmf, V1% A B HTSEARIT)
Akalux(cetuximabsaratolacan, 5% EGFR IgGl / IR700 202049 A
=W
Aidixi(disitamab vedotin, 41§ % HER2 IgGl Mc-VC-PABC MMAE 202146 H
LX)
Zynlonta(loncastuximab tesirine-  CD19 IgGl enzyme SG3199/PBD 202144 A
Ipyl, 28 B % & 1) (cleavable) dimer
Tivdak(tisotumab vedotin, 4E % 22 % TF  IgGl valine-citrulline MMAE 202149 H
JLEHD (cleavable)
Elahere( mirvetuximab , Z K %#  FR  IgGl  Sulfo-SPDB DM4 2022411 A
BHD (cleavable)
Zevalin(ibritumomab tiuxetan, &  CD20 IgGl Val - Ala PBD 200243 H
(GEL )
SYD985(trastuzumab duocarmazine, HER2 IgG4  vc-seco-DUBA duocarmycin 202247 H
HHZ 2R -2 R )

MMAE- 5. Fi L i 4ih VT E ; DM 1-emtansin/mertansine ; DM4-ravtansine ; PBD-H & I 48 — % 2% & ; DXd . SN-38- 37 % i (DX-895 1) [ fi7 4=

) IR700-7K IAVE R R 3547 2E 90 : SG3199-DNA /N4 B (8] A2 B PBD — 5§

MMAE-monomethyl auristatin E; DM]I-emtansin/mertansine; DM4-ravtansine; PBD-pyrrolobenzodiazepines; DXd. SN-38-derivatives of

irinotecan (DX-8951) ; IR700-water soluble silicon phthalocyanine derivatives; SG3199-DNA small groove interchain cross-linked PBD dimer.
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FERA . PRI, ADC 75 25 3 2= REE J5 TH A 51 1 40 A
BN AT, i HL LT ADC ) 24 3 2255
IR HH v B A 22 St , G D R e AR B 14

ADC (1) 55 1 7T PASZ Wi AL 4G MLV R 40 W 4 R
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Es e ARSI AR S i o S A= N T =
TEMEIR ADC B #E AL, 5 5/ 24 ADC JE IR IR %
P VP B 1 B A A A DG A, LA IR E ADC
e IR 2 PP Rt — e 5% .
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ADC JE I PR 22 42 1 VA 2 i DL R BIF 5 1 4
RORUR, 5 e R 2 RS UM oG . BT ADC
J2 ER iR o S MR R PR S Al B R P N A T 2 d
oAb S AR R R AR 45 G B, DR A A B O R 2
A AN TR B — 2H 4y B VERRAE 1) o BE R R A B
XA A VDR A TS R AL 2 R AN IR, T
X b 22 S M AT BE SR 35 R ADC [ 24 30 2 RN e A
ADC B PENL 32 255 S B 1) 25 14 0 o 38 2 12k
1.1 ADC $BE&E

ADC [ AR B 55 N 122 AN AE i oRg 4 21 R Rk,
WEMBARASIEFALRZ MPEREZERE KR,
B ) B 14 2 48 ADC X JE iR 4 2(H B AR (R 4R 41
Ji ) T 5 2H A B2 7 AR R AR R . A TR 4
AR MR 4 2R BE B S5 i R0k 22 = R AN R, ADC X
Jie 96 24 A %) 2% A9 250 D) AN T s b 453 B A AH [
AR B I A B Mt X P A S BLAE —

Fh DMI1 1 Bt T A CD44v6 #T /& 1 ADC %
¥ (bivatuzumab mertansine) 97 ¥ 4% R & , 1 T
CD44v6 1E [ 83 4H i A1 52k £ )57 % R4t i vk 350 3
ik, S UM AR R P I R TE 2 IR A 2
Ja KA R R SR B IR AA R IR AR T, LRk A R
PR AE B PEAE N R AR R E R T

B ) P AN A FR B TR R e (R 2D,
W] 8546 B0 AR F LI L ADC X S840 R i n]
T M DA S 2 e /0 25 B I AR A 0% il JR
2 Hb 22 Bk 5. 91 (trastuzumab emtansine . T-DM 1) /& &
AN AE T N 3K R AR K IR 7 82 44k 2 (HER2) BH
B R 1k LR HR B /9 ADC, HER2 76 O L4 i A Rz
THAGTE il B AL bR A B R RIS,
{EL I P 3 56w 0 452 1) 1) = 551 o R o) e 2 2
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I, B T R A% 5710 ADC Wl {E T 2 [ e
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Table 2 Summary of on-target toxicity and off-target toxicity of some ADC
ADC Eipay A R IEHHY A It A
AGS-16M8F ENPP3 MMAF 5 f7 i IR AR 40 )  fili fE (P i | J7 T ISR R GRED
YA BN
ASG-5ME SLC44A4 MMAE BN iiE AL IE TR rH I 2 L UG
D CRED 22955
AVE9633 CD33 DM4  Ffilid i i L bk B 4, 15 R R 7 JH-#E 1
AR
BT-062 CD138 DM4 B4R B & L g R k. TR SR B G
=N NPT x
CDX-011 GPNMB MMAE B E A0 BCr 4 i R gl s (F/ 2 v Etk Fh R 20 P 9
i) R ARCRE) D GRED A JE M4
CMC544 CD22 RAHZE B RGN GiED it D GiED
PERLGN k> ChED
DCDT2980S CD22 MMAE B4/ B 18 AR 4 i) " rH L 2 L DG
A CRED B SE A 28975
IMGN242 MUCI(CanAg) DM4 g _EMUCI (548 R 7 AR 2 1 A )
IMGN388 alpha-V# &2  DM4  Hpil (RN IHE | S K4 i W iE SR S RO L
BN /S N ER
IMGN901 CD56 DM1  AMEME AE 0 CINID il E Rz 40 AN RS T
D 15 T AR A A0 FEOIR AR B
i
PSMA ADC PSMA MMAE B JJF Gl B /NED 121 i G rH 2 R D
A CRED A MR 4
I
SAR3419 CD19 DM4 B4 T AR R (A 5D
SGN-35 CD30 MMAE 546 ik B 4t T SRR a2l O
G ONI NP
B CGiED
SGN-75 CD70 MMAF B #ZiJifl Al —2& T 4 iy e PR 2 L DG
/b CIED
T-DM1 HER2 DMI1 UL B T8 b R 40 M il S B2 I I/ NBR B> CRED
Jo 7L g - e

MMAF- 2 F LB AT F o
MMAF-monomethyl auristatin F.

1.2.2  IEE A RAER: F R IR 4l X ADC
(07 4 S 45 It ADC i B 55 2 1 — > B B 5
A, A5 H B Z AL A 7 Rl — IR . Pk
Al I & R AL LA S 5 TG 56 1 7 Uk IE 4
TEHL, A48 Fe SZ AR 5 (1 B CH #5 i 52 44 \FcRn
A Fey 52448 L AEHE 5 M W & AT ADC 43 il 4 1) 4%
He o ERE SRR EOAT A T B ADC @ I N B
Tt A4 s A2 3E N B P, AR T 4 R P R T 4
BN TG, R R A IR A . Feyllb 52

PRALF- 2 AR5 5 R S5 P ke AR T, W] e A e A Al
Fey Z AL Z 507,
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xR

ADC ) 8 PR A FH 2 i FL A B 73 (P A &L
BT AN 12 1) (10 Rk K [R] R € 1, X 28 21 1l 8 2>
(A AT A R T B B 1 S S AR A AR AL . Hh
T ADC 14 AT N SR R A R B e T
Yo, 5k 1 N AR LB A s R E AR AT AR
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Table 3 Clinical dose-limiting toxic reactions of different payloads
A B Byt o i/ RS # ADC R KRR
MMAE Tl B 1 0 5 Brentuximab Vedotin CIESS Fp PR R CRED A ph 4
Polatuzumab Vedotin . Enfortumab 9o ~ BRI 7 JOR 75
Vedotin. Tisotumab Vedotin.
Disitamab Vedotin
MMAF U B 1 A 7 Belantamab Mafodotin AN M NRIE D> CHED IR FE M L EE
DM1 (&g =E ik bl Trastuzumab Emtansine I3 /NI AD CRED AT
DM4 U R T 5 Mirvetuximab Soravtansine R R 2 BRI CRED (FE I A
P& IR TR
KAER DNA XUEEBE I 71 Gemtuzumab Ozogamicin. CIE-S3 8 F P 2 Rk 2> CRED < I /)N sk
Inotuzumab Ozogamicin G VR
PBD DNA A5 Loncastuximab Tesirine CIESS Fh LA 32D CHE D < I /N 93
A CRED (BT I RS H I J
B Ik R
EANS S DNA % fb. 551 Trastuzumab Duocarmazine S FRPHE I A A gk 2D CRE D I 7N 9
D CRED VIS H
SN-38  $h 4 KB L ) 67 32 B e Sacituzumab Govitecan CIESS PR D G B TE RN
S TEAR =4
DXd T 0 S5 R T 1400 1) 551) Trastuzumab Deruxtecan EIESy Fr PRI > GRED 1B i 2

PRI T8 o 0 3 RS /N 7 740 & 0 1R 2 PR XU 2
By R MK TR AT CLS % H K40
B HL R (NMPAD 2 it # 17 1.0 (CDE)D - 2023 4F 9
J3 AT 0 e 44 43 B0 245 0 R Wi PR A 9 2 R 48 5 )5
)Y, 58 £ 5 25 5 B R (FDA) T 2022 £ 2 A &
A CHL A4 A5 B 25 W I PR 24 38 00 7 AT Mk 48 R 2
%), A ADC 25 W) I PR T 2 4 PE VP I8 i 2 5%
ICH #5775 S6(R1).S9 M3 (R2) 45232,

ADC [ 2 PEAE FH DA 8 2 1 e L, Lo 4t
JARHZ RS . A A, ADC B A I BB G A 45
FBE 7R B AR AT AR A, FLIE R & ] I e, R4
5 H T ADC 7 3 223056 G 05 3 2 A B AN T
S ZUH L 1) 4 20 B A 0 AR e LK B () A A
J& SO H BT ADC & F 1 JLFR /N o3 A A D BRI
P FH AL AN 51 & 1 L 4H 230 3 2 9 AR kAT
2.1 BREZ/EERMIT

1 5 75 2 (dolastatins) /& — FF ik, K T#E
1% (Dolabella auricularia Martyn) , B¢ B Wr il & &=
FRE . Hoifg iR 1057 & RS L
BEEETE . MMAE 2 S8 5= & BATAY), i 7T R
71N FORE KRR R A B I B R CAE B R 2D Lk
8 CIR EL T B ek 2D D i R AR EL 4 R SR 26D < BT ik

(W ORI Q<8211 OB N AN [ =t REEDIN 7]
TH CELGH M DR B | R i CER 4 i DR 26D A 52 AL CHE R
INEARHD A FEER o IR E MMAE = 28 1
VB FH 2922 0 A PR 20 A gk /D> CHE D A1 A1 Ji i 2
. MMAF i %55 3% 1) 73— Fh & BT A4, 75 I
PR b 5 IR AE OG0,
22 EBREZZREUED

% & & (maytansines) & — ' M 5 I 3£ &
AR (Maytenus serrate Hook. F) W 43 B I 5 & , 1EAR
B w/KEWS AR SHE EO G, M|
TETE L. 58 R ARSI IR 5 73 2L 4 f, % B
Ji7p T8 T R R B RN 52 ORI EEPEAE A Bl
B L 2H 2305 B 27 AR AN A 7 22 Bl A 2388 B oW 4
FIR AR MR 22 5p GOS0, BRI R 3
ZHEEE RS EY, Emtansin/mertansine(DM-1)
Miravtansine(DM-4) ¥ & £ & R & AT A, 5
AR AL, o, DM-1 78 K RO 25 4 4 B S8 45
B ELHE AT A SRR 3 it 40 g (32 B 52 0 1 s
BOFIMEZRE . HMHEEEASE AR ENCE
AN AR IR AR L YE R C b B 40 i AE K RN A v 4 i
PO FAPEPPE R ZRAR ) . 1KLL AT Sl PRARE
A B N6 R, i i 7 Bk 2D CHE D R B JiE

.
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Table 4 Summary of common histopathological lesions in ADC toxicology studies

LU/ 5 i &2
i i 1120 f8 25 45 BRER . FERETCRRUEGY. F45
2 REZRNATAEY . PBD
ff 52 TEIERE T L A HRER EFRETZRBZUED . FEHER
R B F R R JE U IR b R IR TR R R A AR B EGRIEERZIMNED
[i73E] 2 T B A P A B R R EERETRIME
) .PBD
B BYECE /NS EAE VEMNET R ERCENE EEE) RBER/EBRBUEY . REHEER JETEM
L HATHEW
JFF IR E B G I3 2 HREFR FEFREGRIMEGY . AT
F T ORI AT
Nt I 4 B BRIER EBREFRLZMUEY.PBD
FLIR ANUE =2 1N 7 O A X1 7 9 7 RAER
P 5L B ARBCR IR D BRI VTP RAER
JER AR TE 40 RAER
HMEPRE HhIRAR M EGRIEERIMNED

Btk M as R IRRRO =40 R B FE R LR TTE L GREE RERRERRMUEN 2 RERLATED.

G RS N I ERIEEE D)
JILRE 2y ok J) 161 bk 2 (PALLS ) bk S 00 R v /D>

B ik i 38 22

Z£h AR INE AR
PR INE AR T 2

ARG NE 2

i i IR L A P

55 e PRI bR BAAE R b R S IR B

PBD
HREBR EER/EGRBUEY
EBRIEBFERNEY . KA EE . PBD
HREER
EHRIFEHERBMUED
FHEER
BRER RERRECRLNUEY. . FEE
% .PBD

2.3 DNA BEERR IR

& %7 % % (calicheamicins) /& — F DNA XU HE ff
R, ok VR T /N B A T Micromonospora
echinospora Luedemann et Brodsky, FJ 3 £ X %k
DNA Wi . Ozogamicin & — & B K & 8 2= 4T
A, B T ADC 7 & i % Bk OB O
Mylotarg (gemtuzumab ozogamicin) Fl B 5 2 £k H1 47
Besponsa (inotuzumab ozogamicin) . Hi # 1 & 41
FHAE R BRUFH & B b A AL, 32 25 i i B L AL
IECE ZNED VI IE AT L 52 AP S8 5 E R
R R £ 8 A 2 L s e U Oz BOK L SRl B IR BED
I O 2 2 i 2 4 5 i It AR AU A g 3 ok 2
HAZEH ERCEAEN 2 RCERNEE
PED VFUIR (246D 90 5L CRAE SR AR 1) it (e B
Wik 241 i R B ) 1 A1 J A £ ol SR AR 1)
2.4 DNAKEILF

Z R&EFR L — M DNA G, & NEEEH R

Streptomyces Sergei )40 1140 B H R 8 5%, BE A
ALY T AL IR RS, S B DNA T . 2 RE RN
JURR AL [ an B 2 3 3¢ <% (adozelesin) Lt ¥ 3¢
¥ (bizelesin) Fll - ¥ 3¢ ¢ (carzelesin) | & 28 #% A 1k
FAE BRI PR 258, (BT HEHEAEH AT
B A5 BAR > . 7E 1 B4R [a) HER2 Jf i i n] §) %
TR ER Y ADC A 7T 1 il 7E B L —
TP B R R R R 8 3 R
2.5 DNA B

Mk g JF 2K % A ¥ (PBD) /& — R 41 i $% 1
DNA /INA S5 &850, BB L 40 i 4r ¢ . PBD JR A
&7 8 2, B oo I BE 55 B Streptomyces refuineus
Elizabeth H1 73 5 ti 5k , B8 15 F1 45 5 ¢ € ) DNA
JF A IE B ARG E b &4 . 5T PBD &1k
1R AR TE AR 2D, K BB R ik 45 24 35 AR 9 2o
HEAE G RE KRG R 7w 505k
oD L m WE omk - % — & &% (indolino-
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benzodiazepines) #& 4 I &1 1) PBD, HAE /N P 32
TR H BE RN
26 HBBEEWMENTED

o- 18 B % Co-amanitin) & — F XUR ik, Rk
H #58 W A (Amanita) 1) — M EE R . o- 885 FHE
T TR, & RNA B A8 10 1A R
71, 7E DNA #% 5 i mRNA (1) 3 #2 Hp e 5 = ZAE A .
o- KRG BHLAE Z M pp b ] 5l EE AR Wi
Y IR BE B /N A BT K L e AR R
ZEIRFEH
3 HFEMRE

ADCE Ny —Hgh B HiAA S 250, 22 b I va o
PRI H BRI 7. {H T ADC 5 14 1) 7 ik
P, HFEPENLH] 5 1% G i R 25 ORI 2= 7
FEEPUARRE P BT R 8 AN R T
ERFRA K. PUARI S5 R FIRs 7 M 23 520 ADC 1
I3 A ANE B F, 3E T B ) F . BT RR
RURIL AR B R 2 520 ADC 1A e M, 3t 1T 5 2
WA R . T3 Ah . IR H 4l B P ADC 254 (1) E FE
SR B R ADC i AR MR — A B
Ji7 AL

1T EE4E ADC 7= i ATk, v H AR IR R 2 4P
P R 1 T B Tm) Bt xof i 41 g 3L 2 o g 3
FXRWEH T HEEMER . ADC R IR 2 AR
R EE R B B TR A G ADC I EE R
AT T 2 SEIS SV R | A 203 A R AR R
T REZ MR R ZRE 0, SRR 0 B A% 53
1 (case-by-case) R W BEAT . AR 2 HEHEERE S,
AR B AR R R CENE R, RE
()11 PR 5 JE i PRI 70 38 W0 B U o i 55 o
& ADC BRI FZE SR T, B3 54 8038 fi 2k &
HEMIERA L. Bk, /£33 1T ADC 259 (1 4F
I PR 22 4 PR VP IR, 25 14 993 B 2 5K B 2GR AN [R) A 230
BT B PR PR A, DURAAE BEAT B3 1 B A
IR RE 700 A5 5 7T ADC 254 ] 5 16 B M SR 2% 5 A
AH L PR 20 2305 31 2 AR AN, A6 R T SRS 1 112 T A G
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