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Research progress on the pharmacological effects and mechanisms of cucurbita-
cin against tumors
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Abstract: Cucurbitin has tetracycline cucurbitane nuclear skeleton and is highly oxidized. Modern pharmacological studies have
shown that it has various biological activities such as anti-tumor, liver protection, anti-inflammatory, and improving the body's
immunity, among which cucurbitin B, cucurbitin D, cucurbitin E, cucurbitin I, hemslecin A and 23,24-dihydrocucurbitacin F have
anti-tumor activities. It can induce apoptosis and inhibit proliferation of liver cancer, breast cancer, prostate cancer, lung cancer and
other tumor cells. By regulating signal transduction and transcriptional activation factor 3 (STAT3), mitogen activated protein kinase
(MAPK) and other signaling pathways, blocking cell cycle and affecting cytoskeleton, it can play an anti-tumor role, which has far-
reaching significance for the development of therapeutic drugs for some malignant tumors.
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% (23, 24-dihydrocucurbitacin F) % B A B & 1 51 i
R, B R AF R FRT S I IR b
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B 7 2 B AT $0 i) AT 9 HepG2 40 B 75 44 14 40 11
AKIEEAER, B AR T AR HEAT T
AN R SRS, FAS [RR B2 # 7 2% B AL BRI HepG2
UM, 2R FE KT 5 mol- L J& R 4 i 71 B B R
B, 100 mol-L™" i i Jed 4 i 0 28 2R3 5 BEAT 24 R Rl R
SZHG, RIS mol- L #7525 i) LUA 2l il HepG2 4
LI % 5 X HepG2 4 i i3F 47 X EE G ¢ J 1E47 204 27
AT B T A0 L LLAg) 5 S 2R B IR FE B IE ARG .

Zhang %Y i AT UK Ab 4 Mo S 56, A mE
W MTT K, &5 J 5o 8 7 3% BIRE £ 0.1~
100 mol-L™" L7 5 AT i 8] A7 5 ) 77 3411 1) HepG2
JFF e 20 M 3% 77, 1.66 mol-L™ fF H 48 h, 0.52 mol-L™
YEH 78 h ] ik 2 50% #7 2 ; 3@ i & E 5 ek
% (Western blotting) I & & 7 25 B &b X B IR A A5
T B SRR AL IR T 3 (p-STAT3) R IA 52 , &5
F# R B LUF & A K B 7 XA HE 5T K&
STAT3 W B 1L , Al 10 mol-L™' 3 & ) # 7 & B 4b ¥
24 h J5 JUT- 58 & 0 STAT3 B IR 1L . B A At
1T 1 H22 40 ff g /D SRR A S5, i % 2R B s Al
(2 grkg ™) 4 T 40 A ) 0 1) 2 0E 41.5%, 55
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245 ) Ak B ZE T A B R B 4 B IR 5 32 ) Western
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FH 55 5 o A 38 A i) S22 T AH % 5 P ORU S &85 5 it 5
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S .
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) I 52 4k 2 T 20 R B 1 U 2 (JAK2)/STAT 3 i
Ak, B8 T JAK/STAT 55, 3 B e 20 e & 3145
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FrE BB ip 45 25 3 Uk, B R R RO R e
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WEETE 0.1~1.0 mol-L™" 5 41 g ] T2 % 2 1IE A1 5%



F46% FE 28 2023F28 %K"‘iﬂ'{ﬁti Drug Evaluation Research

Vol. 46 No.2 February 2023 + 455 -

Western blotting 45 % i 75 0.1, 1.0 mol-L™" #i /" % B
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56, R I3 BIKELE 0~ 10 mol-L", fifi 5 ¥k & 1
Tin Gy/M 1 41 B EL 51 AN Hep-2 410 B 7 T 2 22 A W 1
Tn, 3 570 & A E] (0~24 h) IEAH < ; AR P s
T W, 5% W T R B AELJRE PR ok A KA O 5 K 30 A i
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Zil4dE, AAHYAMRER, FEb RS
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TR 1 B (p-Ake 2 [ 12218 7K T B0 5 R e

SCHAEDYHEAT A 9 40 B SR B, 38 FH S A
40 B 9 T2, 0.15 mol' L # M K B AL # 24 h )5
MGC803 4l A 1) 8 T 26 M 3.48% 4 i 2 23.03%,
SGC7901 4t f ¥ I 1= 28 M 3.41% 34 1 2] 23.49%;
MTT VA8 I 75 2% B 3 2 Foft 40 it 386 B 1) 52 1, 1)
il R 5 3 2 K B IR (0~0.6 mol-L™) F1{F H i
I8 (0~48 h) 2 IEM .

UB Ak, B 7 2 B I R 45 i i Caco-2 21 i
Z i) iR A ML F2 S A . AR AR R CCK-8
TR DN 5 25 B Xk 4 45 gy e 400 i 348 B 1) 52 i), 4
FR RIEFEFNH 5 &R B E (0~10 mol-L™)
FIAE B 1] C0~72 h) 5 IEAH 56 5 5 S Am e i AR I %of
A0 Jo B 22 F- L3l 22 A (F-actin) B 5211, 0.1 mol-L™
W 7R E AR 5 R 20 e 4 i 28 F-AILEh 2R 1 IZ T
H I 22 T 3R IR S R S I

G P RERBVHAMNRE AN RLHED
TEAR N AN R I B4 P s 4E B, o i S L
Jiges St BT 2 e M < PAIIR 485 Vs AR A
e 98 401 i 2407 S B B S SR T 25 AR
2 FHARMEERLE
2.1 BN ESESERg

B 2 RE S IR e A EA
Hor DL STAT3 3 #% A 7e e 9 )iz, A BEFE R W]
W 7 26T 22 Foft iR 40 D fY) STAT3 38 % A5 W A 11 #00
HIAE F s Ak, 5 7 2% 0 i e 48 B %) 00 o) 4 58 38
ik R 2 22 LR VE AL R B (MAPKs) {5 538 % &
T e Ik LI -4, 5- W IR 3-3 i (PI3KD/Akt {5 5 %
FIE R EILE R IR .
2.1.1 STAT3{55iHEE STAT3 240 M EEKI1E
S, FES 5E2E 5 IR AL E T A
W, Va5 IR () 3% 5 . STAT3 78 241 it 184 % A
SR B OCE B IER RV 2 MR A R m
RIS FFFE AL, Fr 80 10 1% STAT3 7 LA F 1 2 i
5 24 o 348 5 FH R TR DG IR 2 R R AT Ak,
JE L) STAT3 {5 5 i@ % T UL _F R i & )8 & 1
filf 25 (MMPs) 1) 2 18 FH 3 14, MMPs 72 [ fiff 55 i
T2 471 5 S5 53 TR O B T, 5 JEC B D K At i o ik
NS ey N R R R A SN L LT R
1) A5 B8, kTR S 1) B A 76 R Ok AR AR 2R
STAT3 n] i 45 IfL % N Bz A48 & K7 (VEGF) 2% [K] &
ik, BRI, S A I A . VEGF 7E it
oA R R Rk, 5 N R A RS2 AR 4 L ORI
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J 2 Ji 52 AR R O TR S BR G, (i a3k P R 4 R e
I, JE T A2 0 T 25 I (9 TR A, 41 PR P R A it
2+ STAT3 5 VEGF 1] g /7 1E 1E s AL 4
1t STAT3 A fg 3@ ik LA b AL 1 412 2k by 41 A 177 3 5
LR (112 28 55 5%, ] STAT3 5 5 4% 53l i mT
A 1 Jieb B A A, HARHLA LT 1,

] S0 B 25 B X AE /NGH L i s H1975
g B U T AE H B Western blotting 25 Il 5
STAT3 . B itk L 41 g 983 -2 (Bel-2) 25 [ # ik, 45 SR I
B 7 K BB I ] STAT3 15 54k R il Bel-2 & A
ok, NI S H1975 AR I 1° 5 SO 250 il i
DA 75 2 B X B i 41 e MGC803 A1 SGC7901 4l fi
384 58 1) 52 W, K Fl Western blotting 72 46 I {5 5 J8
I H R AR G B s 70 T R LU Y 2 B 5 STAT3
(4 & e, 25 K ILE 7 3 B e BLH: 45 & STAT3
SHe L B U 3 e 5 AT 00 o 40 A% P SRS DR ) A 5
Mk, P2 DU E ] o (B /& Chan 2525 BL#
F B X A 955 K582 21 g H STAT3 3 % 1t 4101 il /E
59 B AN FH B TR) A OG5 IR 3 24 (IR BRI )
VR R, o Ath e FE2 AN 18] G #1001 STAT3 38 26 4 A, 4
7N T REAE B 2% B A FLARAE A EE 5, 5 LA B T
HF STAT3 {5 538 % . F il & 2519128 H Western
blotting F1 5 i 2¢ s iE &30 % 53 58 & Wi % S . (qRT-
PCR) £ I 1t I8 T K K AR K AE 5 40 7 E A A
mRNA R L1k, 45 Bk BLEH 75 2% 1904 T STAT3
(B, T P T Mel-1 B R AE A7 B
H (survivin) i) mRNA [ , AT 5 S0 I T,
RIEHUMIREAVE . Al-Harbi 25 0 58 R ILHI 15 5 1
20 nmol-L™" 7] L4 1) 2L M fi g o Ao 3= 2 4 i L i

Cytokine GF

<

P

LR 2T 4 21 e CCAF) 1 (1) STAT3 {5 5 % 5 % 1E
SR, T A 40 B RF 2R 0% o Lin S0 7R 0,
B 2R B i 0 ) e 40 L Huh7 (9 JAK2 #1 STAT3
B 12 1k LA K& STAT3 % 5 i M\ T i 25 411 ] JAK2/
STAT3 JE 6 . Ku S50t 78 R BL# 7 2 D nr LA ]
% & b6 B i 2 1) MCF7 3L i %% (MCF7/ADRO 44 iy
STAT3 15 58 % (1) 4% s 1% 1%, # I STAT3 % %% £,
M ] MCF7/ADR 41 fg 5 (1) STAT3 {5 518 % , 5
S 200 B S REL RO T . B R S SN M R B
% D A STA3 B R AL , PR HAZ I 8 L sz e 3L
B SRy M S T 900 ) P 8 4 e %4 9 L 5 il 8 4 g
AT B, B % 2 254k & W5 2 i JRg 4 g %o
STAT3 5 ‘5 % T 18 B 35 B #0H /E H , 3F A sl 4/E H
R, W ReA R —E T L AR A .

AL = BN R BB RES W]

I8 H ] STAT3 i #% 115 5 1% 3 J2 STAT3 % 5% , 1)
1 fiek 96 24 M 3 5 [N S S R A R T, AR
FEHUMIEAERA .
2.1.2 EHAWEMAPKE 5 @l MAPK/E
51 P SRR 225y 2R O R O T, 2
Z 59 IGHE oAb T RS AN T EE T,
F AL HEYH M AR B4 5 T T S (ERKD-1/2 Jun &
R ity B (INKO p38 & 4 AN 41 i 415 5 18 45 1
Wi 5(ERKS) %45, Hr ERK-1/2.p38 Il ERKS i&
A2 B ff S5 i TR 40 P A T A 1 R 4 A R ELAARAL
2.

Zheng 55 TR ILE 7 2K B LAWK BE AR DG 1) 5
U 4% 40 28 RESH AR (NBD 41 g 7 F INK AT p38 i
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Fig.1 Mechanism of action of STAT3/JAK and PI3K/Akt/mTOR signaling pathways
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