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In vitro antiviral function and mechanism of cryptotanshinone
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Abstract: Objective To investigate effect of cryptotanshinone on viral replication at the cellular level, and to explain molecular
mechanism from perspective of immune regulation. Methods Antiviral effect of cryptotanshinone on the replication of vesicular
stomatitis virus (VSV), influenza A virus (HIN1), encephalomyocarditis virus (EMCV) and herpes simplex virus typel (HSV-1)
were studied by flow cytometry, qRT-PCR and Western blotting. Based on Gene Set Enrichment Analysis (GSEA), combined with
qRT-PCR and flow cytometry, the antiviral mechanism of cryptotanshinone was analyzed. The effect of type I interferon (IFN-I)
pathway on the antiviral function of cryptotanshinone was detected in IFNARI knockout A549 cells (Ifnarl”A549). Results
Cryptotanshinone significantly inhibited replication of vesicular stomatitis virus (VSV), influenza A virus subtype HIN1 (HIN1)
and encephalomyocarditis virus (EMCV), exerted its antiviral effect before and after viral entry, but had no effect on viral
attachment step. GSEA analysis combined with qRT-PCR proved that cryptotanshinone promoted the activation of IFN-I signaling
pathway. The antiviral function of cryptotanshinone was inhibited in Ifnarl”A549 cells. Conclusion Cryptotanshinone inhibits
replication of various viruses by activating type I interferon pathway.
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(VSV); influenza A virus subtype HIN1; encephalomyocarditis virus; herpes simplex virus typel
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CytoFLEX it 20 48 g X % - 5% [E Beckman 2
F] ; CFX96 %% )t & & PCR {4 T 3 [ BIO-RAD 2
"] ;3 T100 A4 PCR X 1 - 3% [ BIO-RAD 2 #] ;
NANODROP ONEc & 43 7% )% & 7118 T 3% [§ Thermo
/] 3 Sorvall™ Legend™ Micro 21R fill & &5 L LI T
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B9 $0=98.0%) 1 T~ BCHR 7 B A M) R I A A IR
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Trizol Reagent( T% 5 : 15596018) JiJ T~ Invitrogen 2
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FaFH2 0 10 mg FL#E M 1.687 1 mL DMSO, 78
439%3% 37 °CilE 7 60 min, €L J5 B A 20 pmol-L ™' B}
T, 57 2% JE A7 T80 °C& o AR BAA S R FE T
ST BERARR, 42 88— 2 L5 FH DMEM 58 AR5 775
Fie AT R, 0 R e R o e  IMNGH A
2.2 CCK-8EMMBSITSEERT A 549 LHREIE 1895200

AS549 4 LLEEFL 1.5 X 10425 FE 42 Rb T 96 LR
B 773 A8 41 i 56 43 U5 BE s F DMEM 58 42 55 77 2
FEFE ST 2 B BER (20 pmol- L) E A N K FE (01,2,
4.6.8.10.12.14.16.20 pmol-L™) , ¥4 s Be i i B )
S 5 AR AL 100 pL i\ 40 i, [ s 4 A n
A DMEM 125 (T4 CR 55 41 ) F110.1% DMSO ¥ 711
XREZH CE gD, AL E 3N E AL, T 5% CO,.
37 °CHN 5 =M 85 75524 h s, B FL N 10 uL
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37 °CJ% M. 15 min, ff RNA S 5% 5% il cDNA

gRT-PCR: & ## SYBR® Green Premix Pro Taq
HS qPCR Kit 3t W1 4 , Bt il QRT-PCR Jx W44 £ : 2 X
SYBR" Green Pro Taq HS Premix. PCR _I i 5| 4 .
PCR F ¥ 51 ¥ . cDNA. RNase free water. {# H
BioRad CFX96 Touch Real-Time PCR Detection
System HEATRE I, 51 P07 F1 0158 1 B, O L2 -
TRAZ 14 95 °C,30 s, 1 MEH ;95 °C, 58560 °C,30 s,
A0 MG . HHE R A 2722 (Livak) J5 VE T U5
2.5 G iR ENiTESLLG (Western blotting) 485 B2 &
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i, 35k 4 1% 7% 5 BL MOIT 2 0.005 (1) VSV 95 25 J8& 4t
AS494HE 16 h, [F B NN 2,48 wmol-L™' [ B2 fH 2
i 36 R 09 7 o AR T2 T B R AL o B AR TR 4 L B
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HEWEE . & R BE SR, B S 1T SDS-
PAGE HLJK IR VE L B ], T 4 cCIE R & — it
Recombinant Anti-VSV-G tag antibody (1:3 000) , &
R E FPR P15 000D, e AT B, M
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Table 1 Primer sequence for gRT-PCR

HE A Fh 519 ST HIG—>37)
ATCB A i CATGTACGTTGCTATCCAGGC
i CTCCTTAATGTCACGCACGAT
IFIT] A b2 AGAAGCAGGCAATCACAGAAAA
i CTGAAACCGACCATAGTGGAAAT
IFIT? A i GACACGGTTAAAGTGTGGAGG
i TCCAGACGGTAGCTTGCTATT
IFNBI A ki GCTTGGATTCCTACAAAGAAGCA
T iE ATAGATGGTCAATGCGGCGTC
B-actin NER i GTGACGTTGACATCCGTAAAGA
T GCCGGACTCATCGTACTCC
Ifit] /INER b ATCGCGTAGACAAAGCTCTTC
i GTTTCGGGATGTCCTCAGTTG
Ifit2 /INER, i CTGGGGAAACTATGCTTGGGT
T ACTCTCTCGTTTTGGTTCTTGG
Ifubl /IR i AGCTCCAAGAAAGGACGAACA
i GCCCTGTAGGTGAGGTTGAT
HINI-HA i CCCGGAAATAGCAGAAAGACCCAAAGTA
N GCCGGACCCAAAGCCTCTACTCAGT
VSV-G i CAAGTCAAAATGCCCAAGAGTCACA
T TTTCCTTGCATTGTTCTACAGATGG
EMCV-1C i CCGCGATGATGAAGGGCAAG
i CGGGCATCCTGGTGGGTAAGT
H B2 AR A B S8 AL B HRAH o B AL AL B PT SAL B A

2.6 RAAMARENZFFSEIXT VSV-GFPiREE
il B BA RS20

AS49 A g, K FH BT 2 B AN [\ n 25 77 X i
o i 2R B A AG I X VS V-GFP 7 2 I 50

LA 2GR S 12 h: ASA9 AU LABESFL 1.2 X 10535
FERRRT 244U iR 75 I 22448 pmol L™ B}
Z i T4k B 12 h, J5 FF s EIE W, N VSV-
GFP(MOI=0.01) &% 12 h J&5 , W ke , 38 3 7 =X 40 g
AR A I B ST S B T AL P4 PE R R 4 e Ok iR
E (GFP) FH P 48 ff Lb 22 (2 o A SI2 06 8 B8 6 R
YR BEAE A B T S R TAL A

I BB 2 hd FE 45 2 R P S - AS49 4T i
PARESL 1.2 X 10° % BEFE Rl T 24 FLIR , I 85 97 )5 S
A VSV-GFP(MOT=0.1), [FJ A 2.4.8 pmol-L™'f¥)
Bart 20, T4 °C(4 °CHIEL AT LI Bk 1 R g
W B 381 41 B 2 T 1 A BE E D AR 2 h, 2 h S R 5E
ARG FRHE 10 h s i i i A A A I B 2 hod AR
W s ZiBa P B GFP BH M40 i L R i s2 . AR

I BB 2 h S 4h 2 BR P S - AS49 41 i DL
FL12X10° % B8 T 24 LR, TR 77 )5, A
VSV-GFP(MOI=0.1) T 4 °CW [t 2 h, J& H N 2.
4.8 pmol-L™' K3 PF 2l , e P Z B AL B 10 h Ji5 , It
220 i A G 95 75 B 2 h S 45 25 BE P 3 Bl % GFP
BEPE 20 M L 2R R R o A S0 1 B X R L AR
HH BRSPS AL .

T BE B 2 hd A2 rh WP 2 h JE B 45 2 et
S : AS49 41 i LLAE L 1.2 X 10° % & % Rl T 24 4L
W, B 5 )5, I\ VSV-GFP(MOI=0.1), [7 5} jin
A 2.4.8 umol-L™' & FF 2, T 4 °CALHE 2 h, J5
A 24,8 pmol L B FF 2, 10 h 5 @ it 37t X
S A A 55 75 W BT 2 b R e KW B 2 h S B4
Zy B2 2 % GFP PH M 40 i L 52 m . AR S5
W B IR I B A R A L R S R A E A
2.7 RNA-SeqMFREMEEZSH

T 24 FUBR P AR AL 1.2 X 10325 FE 42 Rh A549 40 it ,
R REFE AN 8 pmol-L" f& 1) 2 il 4b B 24 h, Uit £
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ML, S RNA, HARRAE D IRF]“2.47 0. %f RNA
BEAT A, 16 AL H IR LR A IR A =347
AT AT ARSI T B R R S A
2.8 qRT-PCRGMFRFHESERXT AS49 ZHAfR IFNBI
IFIT1 IFIT2 Z R R LHEN

T 24 FLAR AL 1.2 X 10° 25 D A549 41D,
A IE, NN 4.8 wmol- L™ F& P} 2 i 4 7 24 h, Ui
LY AL, $EHU RNA | S % 5% . qRT-PCR £ I & 7 2 i
X} IFNBIIFITI IFIT2 %5 R 3205 1 52 W, BAREEAE
[F“2.47 00, ASEEG 1 B0 IR B S H S 4 .
2.9 qRT-PCR#&EME S EIXT )N PM 9 Ifnbl |
Ifitl JIfie2 EERIERIF D

BUNR PMANAE, DLREFL 5 X 103 BEReRt T 12 FLAR
b FEARARIGEE S , DI\ 4.8 pmol-L ' Bl H 2l kb3 24 h,
WA , 2 RN AL S 57 (qRT-PCRASI B F 2 bt
Ifnb 1. Ifit] Ifit2 BRI R IB 52 , BARERAE [F]“2.47 10
ARSI B IR R S AL
2.10 qRT-PCRAENFZFFSHEIRT A549 2 poly(1:C)
QoA

T 24 FUB HEEFL 1.2 X 10725 FE 3 0 A549 40 i,
IR TR R M 2 T A B 80% A2 AT I, FR 10211
EE 451 45 ) 3% 5751 poly (1: C) (1 pg-mL™) 55 % 4 33 7
polyethylenimine (PED) F Opti-MEM Ji IflL /5 35 77 %
o TR A, BEFLINN 50 uL, T 37 °CH; 92 4~6 h
J& » ¥ WN 4.8 pmol- L B& P S , 55 7% 12 h, $2HL
RNA, 2 #% 3% , qRT-PCR A5 Ml B3 1+ 2 i Jin 24 25 AH L
B poly (1: C)4H , X} IFNB1 JIFITI IFIT2 3£ [ % ik
IS, FAARSR AR [ “2.47 T . A 5256 0 B 0 FRLA
poly (1: COBL R ([a ) 22 .
2.11 SRBREARKNBESSEIRT Vero A2 VSV-GFP
s E 5200

ARSI B R R R A BRSPS A
BAREAEF“2.37 50, B P2 R E A 4 pmol L.
2.12 RN ARE MRS ERXT Ifnarl”A549 48
B8 VSV-GFP & & & R 220

VNS a7 =Rl G N TR RiCEAEIN PR T
BHARERAER“2.3750, B P H S ER B 4 pmol L'
2,13 HIEAIE

{ F GraphPad Prism 8.0 24 @47 G811 5% 40 #7
SRR R 2 T AT AL A LR, S5 SRR B & + s
Foon,P<0.05 NEFA G2 Lo
3 4R
3.1 FBBRASEEXT AS4 AT S RENHRE

1 CCK-8 V2 A I A [7) 3 Ji2 (1) B 11 2 i 4k 2

24 h JE X AS49 0 H A7 5 2 s e, v AT 2 Hon
IV E (IC,,) N 16.06 pmol- L' (B 1) 5 4:ik BUE
AH S 200 B 23 M AR P L =R (21408 pumol L)
17555 .

150+

S MLAEIE /%

1 2 4 6 8§ 10 12 16 20
[ 2l (umol L71)
1 BEASExT AS49 MITEE KM (vts,n=3)
Fig.1 Effect of cryptotanshinone on survival rate of A549

cells (z +s, n=3)

3.2 BRASHIFIRSES

321 [EPESEEX VSVIRFE W MM R W
GFP bR 2511 VSV i 5 B s AS549 41 i, 38 i 7 X 48
JIA J& qRT-PCR LA, 9 VSV i 28 Z il 1B Ol . i
g5 R R, 5 A L, 5 S T 4H GFP PH 7%
YA b 5 (P<0.001) 5 595 B A 4 Lh g, B PF
Z: i 41 GFP FH % 48 Mo b 2 B B B R (P<
0.001) ,8 pmol-L™" 3+ 2 B 41 4101 i 17 2 52 i JOR &
#(P<0.001), 45 % WL 2-A. qRT-PCR 45 &1,
556 FE A b e, 5 B AR A 4 VSV B RNA FFE ¢
= (P<0.001); 57 BE LAY 21 LU 4, B P S i 4 56 35
FHI VSVIHERNA FEZ(P<0.00D, 45 WK 2-B. iE
it Western blotting S50 K I B P 2 i 75 8 1 7K P %)
VSV i B (5200, 45 SRR W], 50k BUZH LU, i # AR
HMHAVSVIHEGEH RERE, SHHEREAL
BRSPS B EH VSV G R AR, 4
R 2-C,

3.2.2 B&SFZEIXT EMCV. HINIHSV-1 % # & i
MIFZE A 7 IR FT ST 2l 0 AS [R5 25 04 #10 fi1) /F
F1, FIF EMCV \HIN1.HSV-1 &% A549 48 i1 , [7] i
BN B8P 25 i 4k P33 i3 QRT-PCR 43 A A I 75 25 &
IR % DU L, 45 SRR B, 550 R A Lhge , o 3 A AR 441
Joa B 2 R () 5 D1 838 B 2 v (P<<0.01.0.001) 5 5
I FEAR A 20 LA, [ PE 2 i 2 0 23 2 TR () 9 D143
B3 AR (P<<0.05.0.01.0.001) , 15 B B& P i 1 1]
EMCV . HIN1.HSV-1 758 1= ], 45 K 0K 3.
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Fig.2 Inhibition of cryptotanshinone on VSV replication in A549 cells (x +s, n=3)
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Fig. 3 Inhibition of cryptotanshinone on EMCV, HIN1, and HSV-1 replication in A549 cells (x =5, n=3)
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Fig. 4 Effect of cryptotanshinone administration at different stages of virus replication cycle on VSV-GFP virus replication
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