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Research progress on drug-induced hepatotoxicity of Chinese materia medica
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Abstract: Drug-induced liver toxicity of Chinese herbs is closely related to chemical components in drugs, individual difference and
compatibility. Hepatotoxicity caused by Chinese materia medica was analyzed, generalized and summarized from three perspectives
including chemical composition, mechanism of action and comparison of clinical application with animal experiments in this paper.
Alkaloids, terpenoids and anthraquinones are the main chemical components that cause liver toxicity of traditional Chinese herbs.
The mechanisms of hepatotoxicity include abnormal drug metabolism enzyme gene expression, apoptosis disorder of hepatocytes,
lipid peroxidation damage, mitochondrial damage and inflammatory response. The chemical ingredients of traditional Chinese
medicine are complex. With clinical efficacy of Chinese drugs paid attention to, the problem of hepatotoxicity should also be taken
seriously in order to further ensure rational medication clinically.
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