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Abstract: Oxytocin is neuropeptide synthesized by the hypothalamus, of which classical physiological function is to promote
contraction of smooth, but recent studies have demonstrated that oxytocin plays an important role in social behavior, anxiety, mood
and pain. The effects of oxytocin on analgesia and anti-anxiety by acting in the central and peripheral nervous system have been
extensively studied. This article reviewed recent advances in research on basic and clinical works, summarized corresponding

mechanisms and discussed the relationships between analgesia and anti-anxiety induced by oxytocin, which may help understand the

multiple function of oxytocin and provide insights for the application and development of new drug.
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Table 1 Summary of human studies on analgesic effects of oxytocin
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