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Abstract Objective: To investigate the effects of Tanshinone Il , on Adriamycin-induced suppression of growth in two kinds of

tumor cell (K562 and Bel-7402). Methods: MTT colorimetric assay was used to detect the survival rate of tumor cells.

Hoechst 33342 staining was used to reflect tumor cells apoptosis morphologically after different treatments. Results:

Tanshinone 11, alone induced cell death in K562 cells and human hepatocarcinoma Bel-7402 cells. It did not interfere with

the antiproliferative effects of Adriamycin in these two cells. When used with Adriamycin, Tanshinone I, even enhanced

cell death induced by Adriamycin in K562 cells. Conclusion: Tanshinone II, showes synergistic effect with Adriamycin in

suppression of tumor cells growth, however, with cell type specificity.
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