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Synthesis, stability, and cell proliferation inhibition of nucleic acid aptamer-drug
conjugates containing Ala-Gln structural linkers
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Abstract: Objective To synthesize nucleic acid aptamer-drug conjugates containing a novel dipeptide linkers and evaluate their
serum stability and cell proliferation inhibitory activity. Methods The linker MC-Ala-GIn-PABC-PNP (6a) was synthesized and
PEGS8 was introduced to obtain the linker MC-PEGS8-Ala-GIn-PABC-PNP (6b). The two ends of the linkers were connected to
monomethyl auristatin E and a c-Met-targeting aptamer, respectively, to synthesize nucleic acid aptamer coupled drugs. Serum stability
in vitro of nucleic acid aptamer-drug conjugates in fetal bovine serum were studied, and cell viability was detected using CCK-8
method. Results The synthesized nucleic acid aptamer-drug conjugate 1a, 1b, 1a’, and 1b' had relatively good serum stability and
exhibited significant specific cell proliferation inhibition activity. Conclusion The stability and specific cell proliferation inhibition
activity of nucleic acid aptamer-drug conjugates can be improved by changing dipeptide and simultaneously adding PEG8 fragments.
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YIS, AH AR RS U5 B P I B R e PR
T, FECYISERTREI, PR 20T i Je 4 i ) A
Sk, BEINT IR AL EE SO, R, iR A
] R RN AE MR A T (AR sE e — N R
AEREZ AT HER - HEHE (Ala-
Gln) fE NG RIERE PR, LM Rig, 5Tt
LB R T RE Atk RERE T L S AN F 254 2
THRRZIRIE AR, M2 IR VB Bk,
Ala-Gln & —FRAREER K, BAH R4
AR, Rt i JE RN B . AR FL T ]
ZLAR RN K A0 BT 9 A R
T HA B R %R T MC-Ala-Gln-PABC-
PNP (62a). WFFLEKM, “HE LB 241)E
BETEIN 8 NELAER PEG I, AEWSEH RIS
RZGYVEBA RGP K. STk, seatimit
5 N PEGS %f LA g R & gh it T isim, 15
PR MC-PEGS-Ala-GIn-PABC-PNP (6b), Jf:
FH A s 2 A KO T A R A B B
Z4%) ApDC 1a. 1a’. 1b. 1b’. JEIARSPSZIGIEAY
EETH IR AR, R 1 5]\ PEGS X%
PR S AR IBC 25 D (M 255 B 0« 4 G i 0 i 1
L7 R P R

1 {XEEHH

NanoDrop One Y& KM e BTN H
2 [F 2R AT LC-20AR B i oA i {3 L LC-
MS 2020 Y3 5 FH st i ) 2 H A By A w400
MHz % #3498 5 T A8 3 55 [ Bruker 2 A ;
Amersham ImageQuant 80 %42 14k 22 Kk 6 i fg &=
2104 H 35 GE Healthcare A ;5 synergyHIM £
IhfeBEbR W B 25 [F Biotek /A &; HY-1000 74 {3) &
T A TR FAESA IR AT DYY-3C ZUH
KA AL S — VR E AR A A BG-
thermoRT ZUfEIR &8I0 B AL H AV HE AR
FRAF.

LA YT E (MMAE) W H FiEgrscE
M ERAF; L-WER-L-BE B (Ala-Gln)
W H ZREAAR AR BT & H ¥k (DCM).
T HEE (MeOH) . # T NN-— H I B BE %
(DMF). FREREH (NaHCO3). N,N-— %3k 2 i
(DIEA). 1-$23IKIF =M (HOBt). —HIIELITHA
(DMSO) Bttt iEd AR AR 1,4- 254
SR (Dioxane) W H T AR K IEAE 204k 1)
] WERIERHEE (PABA). 2-Z 58 5E-1- 2 S bRk

F-1,2- S WEMR (EEDQ) MWW H A % (L) 1bk
TR ERRAT; 27 FEKRBGEE (Fmoc-CD. 6-
SRR e O (MC-OSu) XU 8 2 ik i i
(NPC). - ZJ#% (DEA). WML EhZ% AW (PBS).
LR = 4% (TEAA) W H i 32 s bR AE LR I 13
HIRAF: BoRMWIE - )\ RO RE - WAL
Pk s (Mal-PEGS-NHS ester) W [H _EifFHEAEE
R EBRA F; RMPI 1640 £57%3 . IMDM
BiFRIE. 0.25%E AN, HH R - #&H R, hdm
& (FBS) ¥ HEEZEER CH/RAF; CCK-8 1
HIL BB AR AT JRE 5X Tris -
1% VK PBS W F AL s 2SR R A TR A 7 5
DNA HEREIIREZE I 40% N MG BE R4 1 AL 543
SRR AR AT 4 i 2R 4N B R EET
HERE R EARAF; KWW AP SERA
BRAF; HplA s o, k.,
SNU-5. MV-4-11 4Hfiy H H ER B ik
Rl EAE T B AN BE YR o0y s EBC-1 40 BRI H 1R
AR 7D BIRAR; MKN-45 48y 5
[ R} 22 5 Ak S B0 9T 9T s HEK-293A T8 [ _F 40 i 2 .
2 FEEHER
2.1 EREFHERK
2.1.1 AREUEEE CSRAVE KRS Ala-Gln Hiid
gaIEEL, A3t Fmoc BEFRY . Wi & M it
TRV BL FfR R SANER A #3540 [ B, 15 313
7 6a. 6bl7l, AL WA 1,
2.1.2  {[(9H-%j-9-55) S FL AL ) -L- T = e -L- 3%
AWERE (22) BIERL A 250 mL (&K = O A n
A SM1 (10.0 g, 46.06 mmol, 1.0 eq), E=iE FMA
Dioxane-H,O (1 : 1) 200 mL ¥Afi#, [A) Sk £
43N Fmoc-Cl (15.3 g, 50.69 mmol, 1.1 eq) Al
NaHCO; (7.7 g, 92.16 mmol, 2.0 eq), T =i FHiHE
16 h, LC-MS M¥% Jx M 45 W 5, Jek ok i 4 B 2=
Dioxane, /KBS B8 REHL 3 5, A AL
KBRS, KRR T8 5k 4s . M= m&d
IEARZEAL [ 2 AH: 100 B HERE, A : DCM-MeOH
(15: 1 ], BRAEEA2a164g, WCR: 81.3%.
ESI-MS m/z: 440.1 [M+H]". 'H-NMR (400 MHz,
DMSO-ds) d: 12.61 (s, 1H), 8.09 (d, J = 7.7 Hz, 1H),
7.89 (d, J=17.5 Hz, 2H), 7.73 (t, J = 7.6 Hz, 2H), 7.51
(d, J=7.8 Hz, 1H), 7.42 (dd, J= 8.0, 6.9 Hz, 2H), 7.33
(td, J = 7.4, 1.2 Hz, 2H), 7.25 (s, 1H), 6.76 (s, 1H),
4.31~4.17 (m, 3H), 4.11 (dt, J=21.4, 7.7 Hz, 2H),
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i-Fmoc-Cl, NaHCOs3, Dioxane, H>O, 25 °C, 16 h; ii-PABA, EEDQ, DCM, MeOH, 25 °C, 6 h; iii-DEA, DMF, 25 °C, 3 h; iv-(5a) MC-OSu, DMF, 25 °C,
3 h; (5b) Mal-PEG8-NHS ester, DMF, 25 °C, 3 h; v-NPC, DIEA, DMF, 25 °C, 7 h.

&1

EETH A RS LE

Fig.1 Synthetic route of linkers

2.11 (q, J = 11.1, 9.9 Hz, 2H), 1.94 (dq, J = 13.9, 7.6
Hz, 1H), 1.77 (dt, J=14.3, 7.7 Hz, 1H), 1.22 (d,J=7.1
Hz, 3H).

2.1.3  (9H-7j-9-5) H 2L ((S)-1-(((S)-5- 2 Fk -1-((4-
(F2 PR ) R B )-1,5- U e -2- 2k ) = 3k )-1- 1
A FE-2-28) 2 FREE (3a) BB A 500 mL
[ = AR I 2a (12.0 g, 27.32 mmol, 1.0 eq),
IR RN DCM-MeOH (2 : 1) 360 mL ¥ fi#,
] [ AR 22 4 BN EEDQ (13.5 g, 54.64 mmol,
2.0eq). PABA(7.5g,54.64mmol,2.0eq), T =i T
PiFE 6 h, LC-MS W¥s R Mgiwfm, g, JEUHH
FHJL R T SE 4T 2 IR (500 mL, 2h), Zeidjgid .
TG, BEAGEAK 3a 111 g, WCR: 74.4%.
ESI-MS m/z: 5452 [M+H]". 'H-NMR (400 MHz,
DMSO-ds) J: 9.94 (s, 1H), 8.15 (d, J = 7.8 Hz, 1H),
7.91 (d,J=17.5Hz, 2H), 7.75 (dd, J=10.4, 7.4 Hz, 2H),
7.59 (dd, J = 11.9, 7.8 Hz, 3H), 7.48~7.40 (m, 2H),
7.39~7.30 (m, 3H), 7.26 (d, J = 8.2 Hz, 2H), 6.80 (s,
1H), 5.13 (t, J= 5.7 Hz, 1H), 4.46 (d, J = 5.7 Hz, 2H),
439 (td, J = 8.1, 5.4 Hz, 1H), 4.35~4.19 (m, 3H),
420~4.08 (m, 1H), 2.24~2.09 (m, 2H), 2.05~1.81
(m, 2H), 1.27 (d, J= 7.1 Hz, 3H).

2.1.4  (S)-2-[(S)-2- 2 5 A Ik i 1-N o -[4-(F% R ) 2R
FEUR % (4a) AR 7E 250 mL B LR,
# 3a (9.0 g, 16.53 mmol, 1.0 eq) #fiET DMF (100
mL) 1, [\ BAR R PRI DEA (12.1 g, 165.30
mmol, 10.0 eq), T =& FHiF: 3 h, LC-MS HfEKx
MR R, Gidmaith (FEEM: C-18 B, s
F: H20-ACND, 1RE|EM[E K 4a 4.6 g, F:

86.4%. ESI-MS m/z: 323.2 [M+H]". 'H-NMR (400
MHz, DMSO-dj) d: 10.07 (s, 1H), 8.15 (s, 1H), 7.97 (s,
1H), 7.56 (d, J = 8.4 Hz, 2H), 7.35 (s, 1H), 7.27 (d, J =
8.3 Hz, 2H), 6.80 (s, 1H), 5.13 (s, 1H), 4.46 (s, 3H),
3.32 (t,J=6.9 Hz, 1H), 2.14 (ddd, J= 8.9, 6.5, 2.1 Hz,
2H), 1.97 (td, J=8.5, 4.4 Hz, 1H), 1.91~1.81 (m, 1H),
1.17 (d, J= 6.8 Hz, 3H).

2.1.5  (5)-2-((S)-2-(6-(2,5- 4 AC-2,5- A -1 H-ML -
1-58) CLZE I ) T Ik it )-N -(4-F2 R 368 ) 2R 05 ) T — ik
fiiz (5a) A fE 100 mL BB, ¥ 42 (3.8
g, 11.80 mmol, 1.0 eq) ¥#fi# T DMF (40 mL) 1,
] [ AR 2 5 BN MC-OSu (4.0 g, 12.98 mmol,
1.1eq), TEETHHEE3 h, LC-MS Was [ bigh ki
5, L EAHAG[[EEAE: 100 HEER, s
DCM - MeOH (20 : 1) ], BRIH AR 525.0 g,
W 82.3%. ESI-MS m/z: 516.3 [M+H]*. 'H-NMR
(400 MHz, DMSO-ds) d: 9.84 (s, 1H), 8.12 (d, J=17.7
Hz, 1H), 8.08 (d, J= 6.8 Hz, 1H), 7.60 (d, J = 8.5 Hz,
2H), 7.37~7.31 (m, 1H), 7.26 (d, J= 8.3 Hz, 2H), 7.02
(s, 2H), 6.85~6.78 (m, 1H), 5.13 (t, J= 5.7 Hz, 1H),
4.46 (d, J= 5.4 Hz, 2H), 4.35 (td, J= 8.1, 5.1 Hz, 1H),
4.26 (q, J = 7.0 Hz, 1H), 3.40 (d, J = 7.0 Hz, 3H),
2.21~2.12 (m, 4H), 2.05~1.94 (m, 1H), 1.93~1.82
(m, 1H), 1.50 (dq, J = 15.5, 7.8 Hz, 4H), 1.24 (d, J =
7.3 Hz, 4H).

2.1.6  4-((S)-5-F F-2-((5)-2-(6-(2,5- A A-2,5-—
S -1H-PHE % -1- 358 T ZE I 11 ) P I b 6% )-5- S AR I 1
JHe JE) R FE (4- T B 2R R BRI TR (6a) HIA AL 7E 100
mL = EJEMF, % 5a (5.0 g, 9.70 mmol, 1.0 eq)
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BT DMF (50 mL) H, [A] Bk &4 i\ NPC
(5.9 g, 19.40 mmol, 2.0 eq) 1 DIEA (3.8 g, 29.10
mmol, 3.0 eq), T =@ F#H+: 7h, LC-MS Wa¥5 e ¥
SilE, i IEAALEEM: 100 HEER, Wl
A1 DCM-MeOH (30 : 1) ], 42| HEA 6a3.9g,
W 59.1%. ESI-MS m/z: 681.4 [M+H]". 'H-NMR
(400 MHz, DMSO-d6) 6: 9.96 (s, 1H), 8.33~8.28 (m,
2H), 8.13 (d, J= 7.6 Hz, 1H), 8.04 (d, J= 6.7 Hz, 1H),
7.71~7.65 (m, 2H), 7.61~7.54 (m, 2H), 7.45~7.38
(m, 2H), 7.30 (s, 1H), 7.00 (s, 2H), 6.78 (s, 1H), 5.24
(s, 2H), 4.33 (td, J= 8.1, 5.3 Hz, 1H), 4.24 (td, J= 7.1
Hz, 1H), 3.36 (t, J= 7.1 Hz, 2H), 2.13 (tq, J = 9.0, 4.8,
4.4 Hz, 4H), 2.03~1.93 (m, 1H), 1.90~1.79 (m, 1H),
1.48 (tt, J=15.7, 7.5 Hz, 4H), 1.25~1.19 (m, 5H).
2.1.7  (8)-2-((S)-1-(2,5- =% AK-2,5- — A -1 H-ME -1 -
F)-29- B FE27-54%-3,6,9,12,15,18,21,24- )\ 54 2% -
28-F 4 =+ T hE-30-FE )N -(4-(8 FF R ) R ) I
TR (Sb) FIAK Sb AN Sa AL, ANERE
AN[A. 4a Fil Mal-PEG8-NHS ester /£ DMF T % i3
N A 5b, W 80.5%, ESI-MS m/z: 826.4 [M+
HJ*, 'H-NMR (400 MHz, DMSO-dj) d: 9.80 (s, 1H),
8.12(dd,J=14.4,7.2 Hz, 2H), 7.57 (d, J= 8.5 Hz, 2H),
7.29 (s, 1H), 7.24 (d, J= 8.5 Hz, 2H), 7.03 (s, 4H), 6.77
(s, 1H), 5.09 (t, J = 5.7 Hz, 1H), 4.43 (d, J = 5.4 Hz,
2H), 4.36~4.22 (m, 2H), 3.71 (t, J = 6.0 Hz, 2H),
3.64~3.50 (m, 30H), 2.92 (t, J = 6.0 Hz, 2H), 2.40 (q,
J=6.4Hz, 2H), 2.12 (dq, J= 9.6, 5.7 Hz, 2H), 1.23 (d,
J=42Hz, 3H).

2.1.8  4-((295,328)-32-(3- 2 ik -3- S AN %5 )-1-(2,5-
A2, 5- AL HAME - 1-3E)-29-F 3E-27,30- 4
1%-3,6,9,12,15,18,21,24- )\ 5 %28 31- —F 4 =1 =
FE-33-20 08N (4-AHFEORIL) BRIRER (6b) 15 Ak
6b 515 6a AHLL, (UEAELAIE . 5b 5 NPC. DIEA
£ DMF H1 T =\ AR 6b, Y# 57.6%, ESI-
MS m/z: 991.4 [M+H]*. '"H-NMR (400 MHz, DMSO-
ds) 0: 9.97 (s, 1H), 8.38~8.29 (m, 2H), 8.15 (dd, J =
7.2, 3.5 Hz, 2H), 7.74~7.67 (m, 2H), 7.63~7.55 (m,
2H), 7.47~7.41 (m, 2H), 7.32 (s, 1H), 7.04 (s, 2H),
6.85~6.77 (m, 1H), 5.27 (s, 2H), 4.41~4.23 (m, 2H),
3.67~3.56 (m, 3H), 3.54~3.48 (m, 25H), 3.34 (s, 6H),
2.43 (td, J= 6.6, 4.7 Hz, 2H), 2.21~2.12 (m, 2H), 2.01
(dt, J = 15.6, 7.2 Hz, 1H), 1.87 (dt, J = 11.5, 7.4 Hz,
1H), 1.24 (d, J = 7.2 Hz, 3H).

22 HEENRBEAYINERK

2201 AREEE KT B0 B IO A B R
Uit 5 4 L 5 4 MMAE (A i i & A &R UM
BRNERT - ) Ta. Tb; HiERT - 2459
A I 3 T 1) SR I IV i i 5 R R0 B A% R
TR (A SiEE B ORISR L, Ay AR
IR ISR 75, 192] ApDC 1a. 1b, T4k
I B B FE PN PE RS . ApDC 1a’s 1b"AERE T -
ZPYNMEEY) Tas Tb H5ROGIRCHIZRER (AL
AT I N TS, Ay NAE 24T Bl BT FAM
PRCHIZERIE RT3, & ApDC 1a's 1b'HT
A g G R S MR E e . RIRIERZ5Y01%
BRI & R R B LK 2. B IRER Ars Al
HH 7R DUE AR 255 R IR A 7] 58 . ERZ RIS
ARERZG I & o R b, 8RR RIS R R T 24
VIFESE N G - % (LC-MS) R4, 775
HAE DAR 255, S8 R A o v Ao il AR X 25
TR, WEH & ApDC 77 B 259
NTHE, BATE DAR. BIRIEERTFHINE 1.
222 4-((S)-5-F I -2-((S)-2-(6-(2,5- ~FAL-2,5-—
S -1H-MHE % -1-38) O 28 B i )-5- S8 A G ot e 22 )~
(($)-1-(((9)-1-((3R,45,55)-1-((S)-2~((1R, 2R)-3((1S,
2R)-1-F2 Hk-1-2K R -2- 3 ) 2 2k )-1- FH 4R 2 -2- PR R -3-
AL T BE-1-ME 0 e - 1- 35 )-3- B AR L -5- - 1- AR
J F-4-F ) (F 3L ) &I )-3- F -1 AR T e -2- ) &
F)-3-F - 1A T Be-2- 38 (P 38 & L IR TR (7a)
&R 75 S mL A, % 6a (200.0 mg, 0.29
mmol, 1.0 eq) #f#T DMF (2 mL) 1, [A] &3tk
Z N HOBt (35.8 mg, 0.26 mmol, 0.9 eq) #l
MMAE (311.9 mg, 0.44 mmol, 1.5 eq), T =& i
P 16h, LC-MS Wifs MR G, Zo0d ARZiA0[ [
SEAH: Cisf, WishtH: H,O (50 mmol/LTEAA) -
ACN)], B AMEE 7a149.7 mg, BE: 72.2%.
ESI-MS m/z: 1 259.9 [M+H]".

223 ApDC la &/ 78 1 mL FEsRH, K
Aptamer (10 OD, 18.6 nmol, 1.0 eq) ¥Af#T 40 pL
PBS 1, [ NAK & I 20 mmol/L 7a-DMSO %
7 (5.4 uL, 186 nmol, 10.0 eq), R#E2h 5, 4k
oK HRs, BEAEARRRZIN 500 uL, HEERFANLE
71l DMSO K 5 HLTE 15%LL T, SR HPLC Zifb[ [
FEAH: Cis#E, JshH: HoO (50 mmol/LTEAA) -
ACN], ARS8 0Nk 5, 133 Ak
ApDC1a 10.1 pg, W%: 43.9%, ESI-MS: 20 808.0,
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0
49 CYON ko
A-Ay1R NJ(%‘%N N N.., N
H ¢ H

0

6a,7a,la R= g\/V\)OL;i

_ (0]

0
6b, 7b,1b R= g o
Py

1a,1b A= @svc—c—T%T—c—cas@

D 24T-FAM 24T-FAM

I
la',1b'Ay= @svc—c-T%T—c—cws@
i-MMAE, HOBt, DIEA, DMF, 25 °C, 16 h; ii-Aptamer A;, PBS,DMSO, 25 °C, 4 h.
B2 #EGERBIKAIN S R E

Fig.2 Synthetic route of ApDC

®1 HERERFT

Table 1 Aptamer sequences

B

YT 51 (5-37)

HF3-58-SH

HF3-58-24T-FAM-SH

Ax Thiol Modifier C6-TTGGAGCAGCGTGGAGGATATGCTTTCCGACCGTGTTCGTTT
GTTATAACGCTGCTCC-Thiol Modifier C6
Ai11 Thiol Modifier C6-TTGGAGCAGCGTGGAGGATATGC/int-6-FAM-d
T/ITTCCGACCGTGTTCGTTTGTTATAACGCTGCTCC-Thiol Modifier C6

7b 1 ApDC 1b )5 5 7a. ApDC 1a fHfLL,
I JERIAE - 6b AT MMAE N A B Th, %K 68.7%,
ESI-MS m/z: 1 569.90 [M+H]"; 7b 5Rbric I
FRiE kR (A NA R ApDC 1b: ESI-MS 21 425.0.

ApDC 1a’, ApDC 1b'[1J5 5 ApDC 1a. ApDC
1b AL, AR RMZRIG A A, 7a A1 Tb 4350 570
PRIAMC IR IE R (AR, 13 EIHH B ApDC
1a’: ESI-MS:21317.1.ApDC 1b': ESI-MS: 21 938.0.
23 {IMESIRIE

TEARNFRERE T, JEH c-Met mRIAAIELR
N B (SNU-5). AJiiidEaife (EBC-1). A
BRI (MKN-45) F1 c-Met K14 6] HE 4 il 22 A\

SR RAZ A A IR A (MV-4-11). A BEAR B4

E@ (HEK-293A) X} & HI ApDC 1a’ 1b" KA

MR ARIER M A PR, S50 WK 3. XF T c-Met
EZRIAIM R EBC-1, SNU-5. MKN-45, 1a'f] ECso
0519 1121, 17.35. 20.07 nmol/L; 1b'f#] ECso
535 7.267. 23.23. 26.79 nmol/L, 1a’. 1b'f¥]
ECso R IE—NEH N, 2EREIIMEYS. X T
c-Met (X IA 4 MV-4-11, 1a"] ECso {8 N 2319
nmol/L; *f T c-Met KK IE M 4H HEK-293A, 1b’
[ ECso {8 46.03 nmol/L, 1a’. 1b"¥yEIHE TS
MG REST. BRI, H7 K 2 R R I R A I 24
Y4 c-Met #E SR LS AR
2.4 FIMEREMINIE

¥ ApDC 1a’. 1b'# T 10% FBS [J RMPI
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