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Reference and inspiration of international reference pricing for drugs

YANG Xindu

Center for Price Cost Investigation and Authentication, National Development and Reform Commission, Beijing 100145, China

Abstract: International reference pricing is one of the most important tools in drug price management and payment management.
European Union countries, Japan, and the United States have adopted the international reference pricing for drugs. China is
implementing drug price management, committing to new drug launch prices, and referencing external prices for initial pricing. It is
suggested that international reference pricing for drugs be piloted in innovative drugs and gradually extended to drugs reimbursed by

medical insurance. Implementation rules, audit and supervision mechanisms should be introduced to improve the comprehensive

system of price governance.
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