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Abstract: Chirality is a universal feature of biomolecules. With the occurrence of "Thalidomide event”, the importance of chirality in
the field of chemical drugs has been widely known and the research upsurge has been set off. There are many active components
containing chiral centers in traditional Chinese medicine, but due to the complex components and differences of content, they have not
been attracted the corresponding attention, and these components are likely to have great differences in pharmacology and
pharmacokinetics due to different chirality. In order to have a better study, we need to have a deeper understanding of enantiomeric
separation technology. Enantiomeric separation techniques of chiral compounds mainly include nonchromatography and
chromatography. This paper will focus on these two methods.
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Fig. 1 Schematic diagram of separation of chiral substances
by chemical method
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Fig. 2 Asymmetric diagram of the hydrolysis of (D/L)-menthol ester by esterase (A) and transesterification diagram of

(D/L)-menthol by lipase (B)
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