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Research progress in identification methods for Cordyceps
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Abstract: Cordyceps is a complex of Cordyceps sinensis from Clavicepitaceae fungi parasitized in stroma and body Hepialidae insect

larvae. As a traditional and rare Chinese herbal medicine, Cordyceps has several biological activities and pharmacological effects such

as adjusting human immunity, antitumor, and anti-fatigue. Because

of adulterations and counterfeit drugs, this paper reviews the

identification methods for Cordyceps to provide the references for better and accurate distinguishment of the true from the false.
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Table 1 Main identification points of Cordyceps treated by alum infusion with adding metal powder
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