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Research advances in pharmacologic effect for gastrointestinal protectionof plants
in Artemisia L. and their mechanism
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Abstract: Artemisia L. species were used in gastrointestinal protection widely around the world. Modern researches showed that
Artemisia L. plant extracts and their active constituents, eupatilin and dehydryleucodine, showed positive effects against
gastrointestinal diseases in preclinical and clinical trials. Plants in Artemisia L., such as A. verlotorum and A. scoparia, are widely used
in traditional Chinese medicines (TCM) with a wide range of pharmacological activities. However, their application in prevention and
treatment of gastrointestinal diseases and their modern researches have lagged behind in our country. This article reviews the
pharmacologic effect and the mechanism of the plants in Artemisia L. for gastrointestinal protection, which could provide the
reference for innovative application and modernization of TCM.
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