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Determination of strychnine, brucine, and ephedrine in Yaotongning Capsule by
near-infrared spectroscopy

LI Yun-xia, LIU Xi, GUO Yan-ling, DUAN Shu-qing
Chengde Jingfukang Pharmaceutical Group Co., Ltd., Chengde 067000, China

Abstract: Objective Through detecting the three components, strychnine, brucine, and ephedrine in Yaotongning Capsule by using
near-infrared (NIR) spectroscopy to establish a rapid detection method in production process of Yaotongning Capsule. Methods
Powder form the different batches of Yaotongning Capsule was collected and examined by NIR spectroscopy. The main components
in Yaotongning Capsule were detected through the correct model via a partial least squares (PLS) established and NIR spectroscopy.
Results There was a good linear relationship between NIR data and the contents of strychnine, brucine, and ephedrine in the samples.
The correlation coefficients were 0.924, 0.944, and 0.874, and root-mean-square error of prediction (RMSEP) were 0.03, 0.06, and
0.02, respectively. Conclusion This method could be used to effectively determine strychnine, brucine, and ephedrine in
Yaotongning Capsule, and thus guide the quality control in productive process.
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Table 1 Calibraion data
it 5 LT R T JER BT fit 5 NN HER T JER B
081132 1.35 0.77 0.15 090131 1.27 0.80 0.15
081133 1.33 0.74 0.12 090134 1.28 0.80 0.16
081134 1.34 0.72 0.17 090202 1.22 0.73 0.16
081202 1.31 0.74 0.15 090203 1.29 0.81 0.16
081203 1.36 0.77 0.15 090205 1.22 0.76 0.17
081205 1.30 0.74 0.19 090206 1.21 0.75 0.17
081209 1.29 0.82 0.10 090207 1.25 0.80 0.16
081210 1.32 0.85 0.12 090208 1.28 0.78 0.17
081211 1.19 0.79 0.13 090209 1.22 0.76 0.18
081212 1.34 0.73 0.14 090210 1.22 0.73 0.18
081213 1.37 0.90 0.13 090211 1.26 0.86 0.14
081214 1.30 0.86 0.13 090212 1.22 0.81 0.21
081216 1.32 0.86 0.13 090213 1.28 0.90 0.16
081219 1.38 0.87 0.13 090214 1.27 0.90 0.19
081221 1.30 0.81 0.13 090215 1.35 0.90 0.19
081223 1.27 0.79 0.10 090216 1.18 0.83 0.20
081224 1.26 0.78 0.12 090217 1.18 0.83 0.23
081227 1.26 0.74 0.12 090218 1.26 0.85 0.19
081228 1.25 0.75 0.14 090301 1.28 0.88 0.18
081229 1.23 0.74 0.13 090302 1.30 0.89 0.19
081233 1.27 0.77 0.14 090303 1.20 0.80 0.13
090102 1.25 0.75 0.11 090305 1.26 0.92 0.17
090103 1.27 0.73 0.12 090307 1.25 0.80 0.16
090105 1.28 0.74 0.12 090308 1.24 0.91 0.18
090108 1.24 0.75 0.14 090309 1.21 0.91 0.12
090112 1.29 0.75 0.13 090310 1.18 0.89 0.14
090113 1.28 0.75 0.12 090316 1.29 0.96 0.16
090114 1.30 0.75 0.14 090320 1.18 0.87 0.16
090115 1.27 0.75 0.15 090322 1.25 0.92 0.16
090117 1.30 0.76 0.13 090323 1.25 0.93 0.15
090123 1.23 0.75 0.17 090324 1.31 0.98 0.17
090126 1.29 0.82 0.15 090401 1.32 0.98 0.15
090127 1.30 0.79 0.17 090402 1.33 0.98 0.15
090129 1.27 0.78 0.15 090404 1.36 1.03 0.19

090130 1.25 0.79 0.17
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Table 2 Validation data
it = Ry eI JRR BT it = BNy LRIk JRR BT
081201 1.34 0.79 0.14 090126 1.29 0.82 0.15
081204 1.36 0.78 0.17 090128 1.27 0.79 0.16
081208 1.30 0.76 0.12 090133 1.28 0.81 0.16
081209 1.29 0.82 0.10 090136 1.31 0.81 0.15
081215 1.32 0.87 0.14 090201 1.28 0.79 0.21
081218 1.35 0.85 0.11 090210 1.22 0.73 0.18
081225 1.27 0.76 0.12 090302 1.30 0.89 0.19
081230 1.26 0.76 0.13 090304 1.25 0.96 0.16
090116 1.30 0.76 0.13 090317 1.21 0.89 0.17
090118 1.26 0.74 0.13
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Fig 1 PLS1 regression mode for strychnine (A), brucine
(B), and total ephedrine (C)
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Table 3 Prediction results of validation samples
W +i05 EL SR, SR
FiCIAE %M HWE  TE SH5E gz PUIE ZHME W E
081201 1.35 1.34 0.01 0.75 0.79 0.04 0.14 0.14 0.00
081204 1.35 1.36 0.01 0.74 0.78 0.04 0.14 0.17 0.03
081208 1.28 1.30 0.02 0.73 0.76 0.03 0.13 0.12 0.01
081209 1.24 1.29 0.05 0.76 0.82 0.06 0.12 0.10 0.02
081215 1.29 1.32 0.03 0.83 0.87 0.04 0.14 0.14 0.00
081218 1.34 1.35 0.01 0.82 0.85 0.03 0.13 0.11 0.02
081225 1.29 1.27 0.02 0.78 0.76 0.02 0.13 0.12 0.01
081230 1.24 1.26 0.02 0.77 0.76 0.01 0.12 0.13 0.01
090116 1.29 1.30 0.01 0.76 0.76 0.00 0.13 0.13 0.00
090118 1.27 1.26 0.01 0.74 0.74 0.00 0.14 0.13 0.01
090126 1.29 1.29 0.00 0.76 0.82 0.06 0.16 0.15 0.01
090128 1.24 1.27 0.03 0.73 0.79 0.06 0.15 0.16 0.01
090133 1.24 1.28 0.04 0.80 0.81 0.01 0.15 0.16 0.01
090136 1.24 1.31 0.07 0.74 0.81 0.07 0.16 0.15 0.01
090201 1.25 1.28 0.03 0.70 0.79 0.09 0.16 0.21 0.05
090210 1.23 1.22 0.01 0.87 0.73 0.14 0.18 0.18 0.00
090302 1.26 1.30 0.04 0.82 0.89 0.07 0.16 0.19 0.03
090304 1.20 1.25 0.05 0.90 0.96 0.06 0.16 0.16 0.00
090317 1.20 1.21 0.01 0.90 0.89 0.01 0.15 0.17 0.02
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