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Abstract: Frankincense, the gum resin of Boswellia carterii or the other plants belonging to the same species, mainly consists of

chemical constituents such as terpens (tetra- and penta-cyclic triterpens, diterpens) and essential oil. Investigations on the

pharmacological effects of the resin have demonstrated its anti-inflammatory, antitumor, anti-asthma, anti-oxidative activities etc., and

these results indicate potential medicinal value of this material. In this review, the recent progresses in the research of chemical

constituents and pharmacological activities are summarized, which will provide reference for further research of B. carterii.
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Fig. 1

Structures of pentacyclic triterpenes in B. carterii
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Fig. 2 Structures of tetracyclic triterpenoids in B. carterii
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Fig. 3 Structures of macrocyclic diterpenoids in B. carterii
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