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Abstract: The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved 21 new drugs in 2010. In this article, the profile of some exciting
products and the trends of drug R&D was provided. Among the FDA approvals, denosumab (Prolia™), dabigatran etexilate
(Pradaxa®) and fingolimod (Gilenya®) are particularly mechanistically interesting or commercially exciting. In 2010, there was not

increase in the overall number, but the proportion of orphan drugs and specialty care products increased significantly, and the

proportion of biologics raised obviously too, which could suggest the change of focus and mode of drug R&D.
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Table 1 New drugs approved by FDA Center for Drug Evaluation and Research (CDER) in 2010
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Table 2 New drugs approved by FDA in 2005—2010
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2005 20 2 10.0
2006 22 4 18.2
2007 18 2 11.1
2008 24 3 12.5
2009 25 6 24.0
2010 21 6 28.6
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