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Science connotation on identification of Chinese materia medica origin

ZHANG Gui-jun, WANG Jing-juan
College of Chinese Materia Medica, Beijing University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Beijing 100102, China

Abstract: Chinese materia medica (CMM) is one of the medicine used for thousands of years in China, as a result of CMM origin
identification is inheritance work on clinical use of CMM. There are essential difference between CMM and traditional Chinese
medicinal materials (TCMM); The source identification recorded in different versions of "Chinese Materia Medica Identification"
should be amended into origin identification, of which the concepts, methods and content should be positioned on the medicine. The
definition and range of origin identification, content, method, and basic principle of origin identification of TCMM, processed Chinese
herbal medicine, and compound CMM were discussed,.The origin identification of CMM has the characteristic of inheritance,
continuity of clinical use, medicine speciality, and unchanged nature, providing a new set of concept and scientific basis for the
development of CMM and consummation of CMM identification methodology system.
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