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Development of pharmacological effects of rhein and its derivatives
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Abstract: Rhein, a main constituent of Rhubarb, is a well-characterized anti-inflammatory agent which has

been used for treatment of inflammatory diseases such as ostarthritis, diabetic nephropathy etc. It also has certain

synergic antitumor effect. This paper reviews the recent studies on pharmacological actions, including

anti-inflammation, anti-tumor, anti-oxidation, weight loss and lipid lowering of rhein and its derivatives. The

effects of rhein and its derivatives on digestive system, kidney, heart, blood vessels and bone are also reviewed.
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