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Research progress on biosynthetic pathway of apo-carotenoids in Crocus sativus

CHEN Xiang-hui, TAN He-xin, ZHANG Lei
Department of Pharmaceutical Botany, School of Pharmacy, Second Military Medical University, Shanghai 200433, China

Abstract: The apo-carotenoid compounds represented by crocins are the main medicinal components of Crocus sativus, which have
extensive anti-oxidation, anti-inflammatory, anti-atherosclerosis, anticancer, antidepressant, and other pharmacological activities.
Biosynthetic pathways of apo-carotenoids in C. sativus include the traditional upstream route of the synthesis of geranylgeranyl
pyrophosphate to zeaxanthin starting from mevalonate, and downstream pathway for the specific synthesis of crocetin and crocin by
cleavage of zeaxanthin. This article reviews the recent research of key enzymes involved in the metabolism of apo-carotenoids in C.
sativus, which facilitates further analysis of downstream pathways for the synthesis of apo-carotenoid derivatives such as crocin, and

further provides a theoretical basis for the use of metabolic engineering methods to increase the production of crocins and other

pharmacodynamic substances.
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Fig.1 Active substance basis in C. sativus
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MVA), % — Z5EGIE A2 il 1 — 0 FE B IR
(isopentenyl diphosphate, IPP) U7, ik, IPP
105 I IR FE IR S M (IPP isomerase, IPPD) [
fEAL T SR A0 B B SO R R (dimethylallyl
diphosphate, DMAPP), J5Z&44: )L ) L3 £
IR A Hl¥ (geranylgeranyl diphosphate synthase,
GGPPS) 1Ef, KIK'5 3 4N IPP 43 T4 & A il 4
JUEERR (geranyl pyrophosphate, GPP). i%/JE3&4:
%12 (farnesyl pyrophosphate, FPP) Fl1& 20 Mk
SR I 4 A4 L EE A 4= L AL R B R ( geranylgeranyl
pyrophosphate, GGPP). 4] GGPP J& P4 L1
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GGPP-geranylgeranyl diphosphate synthase =~ PSY-phytoene synthase PDS-phytoene desaturase  Z-ISO-15-cis-(-carotene isomerase ZDS-(-carotene
desaturase CRISO-carotenoid isomerase B-LCY-lycopene B-cyclase CCD-carotenoid cleavage dioxygenase &-LCY-lycopene e-cyclase BCH-B-carotene
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epoxidase NECD-9-cis-epoxycarotenoid dioxygenase; The dotted line indicates the putative pathway, the solid line means the pathway that has been confirmed
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Fig.2 Apo-carotenoids biosynthetic pathway in C. sativus
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JRZ F KRN EAES (zeaxanthin epoxidase, ZEP)
1SR T A S AL B (violaxanthin de-epoxidase ,
VDE) fEH, #A A3 (violaxanthin) FIH 4
E K (epoxy-zeaxanthin), 45 ¥ 5 fH BT ¥ il &
J%EF (neoxanthin synthase, NSY) EALFEAL K 9-/5
A-HH (9-cis-neoxanthin) U7, i -4 4628
B2 & A B§ C 9-cis-epoxycarotenoid
dioxygenase, NCED) 2 e i A1 55 5 i1 LA B
V&R (abscisic acid, ABA) [18],
2 AARENAE MRERIBRREXEEE

B TR 8 22 11 D 21 A 2H 4 T o 1718241,
VRLLAE AR N 3 A6 s A Hh OB R 1)
fifEtfr . SERE AR 4R OB UGS, TRLLlETh e
LR SR N RS A CEREE I LR 1.
7 X BB R TR 1 30K B EL RS PR 40 A FR 2R R B
FIARUI K, 2R 1T 52 M P8 20480 R () 9 A 5
®1 ALEHPERENSXKRE MNREYESRELEER
Table 1

biosynthesis in C. sativus

Enzymic genes related to apo-carotenoids

il I R 2 7Y B2 HREFXS  KEbp
B-LCYS LcyB1 GQ202143 1491
LcyB2 GQ202141 1538
BCH2¢ BCH1 CAC95130 1461
BCH2 AAT84408 891
CCDI27-28] CCD2 KJ541749 1 689
CCDla AJ416712 657
CCD1b AJ416713 557
CCD4 AJ416714 630
NCEDs? NCED ACDA44928 1833
UGTaselB3% UGTCs2 AY262037 1383
UGTCs3 AY290820 1425

2.1 B-LCY # &LCY
FEHEE DRV G I EEL ) S R ETERR N
AR IEZ N AR ey S EE A e E S AR NP e
B-LCY MIEH, LA 2 4~ B IRMZEAE R A [T
& B-#HE N RT3, HAb, fE B-LCY Ml e-LCY
HFEWERT, BEAAEREAR 14 B M 1A ¢ 31
o-FHE N EK. B-LCY F e-LCY F2& LU A v ) ik A
b=, 1 e LCY INAEBALL R LN 14> ¢ 38,
I B-LCY FIMIN 2 A B 3 B 24 ¢ FRIEHAS
NERIEAED) T IEAT I, ME—BIINEESE Lactuca

sativa L. var. ramosa Hort., 3 e-IRLRBEHE AL A BN
W e A% MNP AN e A B-FAUBRAE T B
L 5E#: Cyanobacteria B-MEBESEAL, Ff HIXELIR
1ol 5 o — K2R A N RIMUERAE S, B P E
LI AN Lycopersicon esculentum Mill. BYFIM &
Citrus L. TP ) B-HALEE, K B BB Capsicum
annuum L. WIEZLR-BE GHF (CCS) POk
H Y8 % Solanum tuberosum L. [PHT %5 & 5
(NSY) B,

HRETETRLAEh a3 2 MIEAR B-LCY 2
(K, Bl LeyB1 Al LeyB2B8, HE 3R 74 HAT & %
ABACLE, RIS T IE 47%, S5k A Hi%] Vitis vinifera
L.. HAGAIZE A -0 B 2L DR A R I 70% R AH
BARE . & LeyB2 JE PRI BURLE NP B A 41 R K
FEMUESSH B-HE PRME K, T
Arabidopsis thaliana (L.) Heynh. #1id 3RiA LeyB2 3
KR S EOL B-TA% MRS EIG N, [R5 Er R
ErEMI, BHTEAAE LeyB2 BRIER AL 2K IAMb
SR RS R ORI E o« PHLAE LeyB2 2R EAE
MR R, AR LeyB2 R REEM LIRS
PELTAEAE L B-HARY D RS B R AR EF— B0,

AR, KT LeyB ZEFHRE EEEFEE
TS MERMRS T, HAERAE R R R, W
K E A LeyB 2 RIAE SR SCRAE I BRI 20K,
AR ZZA A W E P2, G+ 1) LeyB 2
KL RS D =AU O 2 B-70 3, SRR R SR
RO R B R R, T R HAEAG IS A S
(A 2T R R OB I B3 7R B A LeyB
FERIPUER, B R S &R RN, R, e
AR F I LeyB 2R 2 51RERHE M RARZ
BRI N REYAH LR E WL .
2.2 BCH

BCH w]fifl B-tHEE & 2 A p MR E:AL, 77 4E
VB LLAEE & O AT e o BB TR o BoK B
BCH R F st — AN/ NE R 5K GEE RE 2 ek
IR, P Bt A 20 4 MRS NS
XL Bl RS AN B, XN R B
D ) 3E 5B AR R (R . PEZLAE T 4 e 3
2 s A KR YY BCH %A, Hrb BCHI £
cDNA 2K 1 461 bp, 4% 291 MEIEMR, E7E4
FREAIR JAVE £ 16404 T BCHI 2415 L BCH2 ZE KA
TR RIAR, FEREE T, R, B, M
TRt G RIE S 2 AR RIR B A
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HEVRERRIAM, 1| FERBESEHL I, 5 1
FAEAC T EmFRIA, MER LA e, kR E
b Ve b AR B ARG, (E R SR B AR
MARAESE, HORAE T A FRA A AR,

ER TR 2 okl iEa iy g N ing i N st g
TE4 NN A6 T BCH S )&k, BAKEX
W RAT AV ACTE RO AR AR AE T R & &,
RIMFE R R AL G R — 3, 97ETE
FE AR IR B i KB, KR S5 BCH A=<
A B-BHES DA T KT, bk SkIE I
HAEFE B RS &, S5 RRMTGLE BCHI
T 1 PR 2 N7 A 1 A S 2H 20 P T i 7 0 A I A 9 2
AR NERBUEWI RIS IR b, XA R T
RVLLACAE L AR b kAT e A E B R
B, KEAE PRI B2 S BCH1 £ FFRIAK
SPARSE, AT SRR MRS N 2 AR B 32 B L
SRRSO RIS RGBS EHEFE B,
2.3 CCD

CCD £Z 52RpKNE MR IR EER . R
i CCD B2 B R IR B w it , ) (1) CCD
A h 5 MK, Bl CCD1. CCD4. CCD7. CCDS8
J% NCEDs"-%, NCEDs {{Zfi 9-Jlil -1 58 b 2
NEI 11,12 7 X0, AT 242 ABA RifA 4 5
CCD7 F1 CCDS8 7E M 4x P4 i & i 12 Hp R AEAEH,
CCD7 Ak 9-Mi=C-B-HAEE 31 9,10 7 X5 2L,
P10l EE-B-E DR B P =H; CCDS8
247 10-UHEE-B-TAEE MR LA Cos-l-B-it k-
13-8A% bR, FIEE— RIIAFRBRN, ZGED)
AL RO 4 A S AT A N ERDY. CCDI1 Bt
BRI N RARFEAE B H )2 R
., B C-9,10 fii. C-9,10,9,10'f7. C-5,6,5',6'1
Je C-7,8,7' 8K, CCD4 filg AR EIAY P&
C-9",10"R78k C-7",8"vr XUBE Ty 5% M AR 4 23 6 3R 30T
HHIK, CHRIE R H L FE % AE Dendranthema
morifolium (Ramat.) Tzvel. 1eHPY. Bk Amygdalus
persica L. RIS, E 42061 A Bz BRI
[P R

MR F, B CCD # & HE i 7 4 B-
WEUiE S K R A2k B 1A Fe R TUL,  2iEss
¥ 175 7 5 HH— RV AR SF IR T, B 52
KIL, CCD2 FERTETHLACH: KK B WIS B
ERIE, FMmatR e =M R LR HANE. #

CCD2 £RHGIN 3 Mo RFEMLLER . B-HE b
FMTOKBRT (3,3-FH-B-THE b3 MR L
PR R E R b RIA Ry, RIAE R HE LR
B-H% NIRRT RSB 2, HoR
REAIN B 1 A, FERRR BRI R
FRE R CCD2 PR R 0E 3 0 3L & i i e 3
%, JF BAEA HPLC I 224008 = My va 2048 — 1%,
UER] CCD2 AT 2f T KB R 1 7,8/7, 8" RElhi XU,
M4 3-F2BE-B- AT ERIE AN U 246 — . CCD2 &
PRI E 5 AL FR) A% P 3 A S0 Bl i 1 0 7 iR 5 17
AL T K8 T 2R A P

Fo KB B E NP LLAE T & s A% 1) = BT A
i, S5k EREENEZE ST, SF 9 NE
BRSPS AN B, DB R P o B 3 1 A
PR DS . CCD2 2 11 57 243 1K 3 (1R
R, M RN Fe? R T IEE 5| NE AT
51, AR Haeid i SR RE A A2 BT 046K
RN ESEIC/ T EARIRE DT RAR N
2.4 GTase

GTase JEfEA0H &0E > 1 DU B B B
AR ERIBE. fEmAEEYT, U2 R
FEITTAA I EAAERE R RO, S5 b3k
WS A 23 rh 8 S AR P2 P H AR
HIEAE RS AN TRLL e 2RI bR
W6 B B J — 0 2 3 e 2 R e v 1 25 )
& N REA AT HASE BV LR SR AL 3R

Dufresne 5 HENIAELE 2 N BA A TELLIERR
BERALIE R AOBE, 0] 2 VL0 AR IR 8,8"-O- il % Bl s
e M Wiy MG L4619 0 % BB 67- O~ %] BE e A2 g
Moraga “EHMNPHLLAEEAEh Fo IR R 2 %68
PSPG (plant secondary product glycosyltransferase)
SER IR 41 2K 9 UGTCs2 1 UGTCs3, 43 51l Hi 460
M1 475 DNEIERRA R FIXB KL, UGTCs2
TEVGLLAEAERE s ik, (BAER & I ZLAE T TG
LLACW R PR IE; UGTCs3 15 PH LB RERS i 3%
1k, HAEALRHBEILLMaRIE. K
JAT B U 08 UGTCs2 B4 8 [ AT IR S iy v
LI R, UGTCs2 X IHZIAEIR . P46 B-D-F
I ERE AP ZLAE TR B-D- 0 I —RE e R B 5 K 1)
PEIEACTENE, HETTAE UGTCs2 & AL AL Th
LLAETRBE AL S S il

W& ¥ Gardenia jasminoides Ellis #& %3 4h—F 5
[EEHEVILLAET YD, & ah LG8k
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Nagatoshi SF1O1E S8 FFRAENE T 2 P 0%
FEEFLEY UGT75L6 A1 UGT94E5 IThRE, KIVEAT]
IR FHE TP LR A RIS AR 1) e W 2
DR PRSP 5L 50 KB UGT75L6 A Sk it
CLACTR (PR BNE T A A B P 2 AR A A WE e, 1T
UGT94E5 k&b AL VE L L IR A M 2 BR 1 6'1%
F2HE . RN UGT75L6 H1 UGT94ES JE [l () ik # X,
M7 a e AR R A OG, e T
X2 MEFTRES S P LA 1A
3 HFiEE5RE

PO ACRIREE G ) 2 B 2, R R
T ARSI AR AR 22 ) Th AT 2 R [ . PELLIEAE
Sk RIS DR EATAYR T T H K
ST IRMEThRE, BAZHiEM. PR sk
SRAERELL . PUE . PUIARSEIE . HATxTrE4qe
FKiH® b RRUIESE LT ABONER, UK
KEFONRIR, NI e R g e & g
P B SBT3 — S AT FRAE, e =2 M 3-
BRE-B-IMT IR R — DT BB A AR R, DU
iAW 3 Sy D i AR A 8 AR SR S PR el PR
TR T AR B

T REAR ARG RS S, a0
BERH S g, E O ARG 2 %
Pl 2250808, R o 7R % F B i iR A AR it
YIEIRE BUOER, RV TR AR SHEY)
HEMI G &, (R AM IR R A H B4
RN T (a3 . Xiao ZE10NHEA 0K 20 27 5
W, WERARRAT T REM A B0 I MK 7 R 2
FFZW R B HRF S A& BOP IR, Xk th i
K B AT B AR A, I = SR
FRA ) &), D’ Agostino ZEPU T RIRGE T FE 4L
TEAESL [ EST 741, 34 kAN [R] R 40 1% 24k
T PHLLAE AT R TE L0 A6 A Ak 1) AR SR AL P
Hym 18, ORIR NI PE AL AR Dh e R R o T 4t
THRMER . RRATE X TGLAERIAZ SR AL
NS A R AT T R — P TAE, R
LIAEH A SO A FE P LT AR AR P9 AR R AR ) Th 2 4
JBE, N SR AR LAR A F BB A F= a2 1%
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