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Cloning of sesquiterpene synthase gene As-SesTPS from Aquilaria sinensis and
analysis its bioinformatics and expression
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Abstract: Objective To clone the sesquiterpene synthase gene As-SesTPS from total RNA of Aquilaria sinensis and to analyze the
bioinformatics and gene expression. Methods The gene containing intact open reading frame (ORF) was cloned by reverse
transcription-PCR (RT-PCR) and rapid amplification of cDNA ends (RACE). The similarity comparison and homology analysis of the
sequence were carried out using bioinformatic method, the coding protein was predicted and the physicochemical properties were
analyzed. The expression of the gene in different locations of A. sinensis trunk was determined by semiquantitative PCR using
gene-specific primers. Results The As-SesTPS gene, containing a 1 629 bp ORF that encoded 542 amino acids, was cloned. The
deduced protein sequence had the most similarity to the (—)-germacrene-D synthase in Vitis vinifera and exhibited two conserved
motifs (RRxgW and DDxxD). Without transmembrane domain, As-SesTPS was located in cytoplasm and expressed only in the
agarwood part. Conclusion The As-SesTPS gene probably encoding (—)-germacrene-D synthase of A. sinensis is successfully cloned
for the first time, which would provide a reference for the study of sesquiterpene biosynthase pathway in A. sinensis.
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UiIE R EEG AT 25%, 1 E AR Aquilaria
sinensis (Lour.) Gilg & B A4 =Pl Fr I HE— M) 5%
PN, AT S AARE YRS, R H
REAT YT, BIHRIRDIE B> DIF
By EEAAARAE 2R DA 2-28 LI AL,
“W, HA a2 (sesquiterpenes) Sl 25K
BEGy, PSRRI ZRA S P E R G AT ]
AR IR LRI A, k%L,
H AT SR P8 2 it e, (R
I3 KP EX DT s S o A& AT FTAS
%, 1A Kumeta 2551 Xu ZH AT cDNA HisE1E
(ST RSN/ b uN il NStk e S Al e 5L 27 H PN PG BN
T A5 Yt B (R RIE FEA BT e WD 3% il 1) A
Ve g, AT R ARE TP,

AR AL TAE R AR e sk AT T
TUFPAIFFE™, 3145 22 4TI A3 210 A R E A (1 55
)74 (coding sequence, CDS), AR#EIHLAH—4JF
IS 14, RS 45 G I R B RNA 2T
ek RA MR W (reverse transcription-PCR,
RT-PCR) 1 ¢cDNA A i Ridid) 4 (rapid amplification
of cDNA ends, RACE), & FHIHHE3R1F KI5
BLHE (ORF), A As-SesTPS, izHEME R
PR ITVERZ I B BEAT AL LR [ 53 #7

TR AL 11, JF5F As-SesTPS 2wt ) 25 [ kA T 4%
FHERALYE U HT,  R] I %I IR E T T8 20 M
1 #

SEESFE AR H T ARA R BRI KRR R
AT AREHE N, &% FHEC o g%
SIS IR O DU I AR AR AR, &) AR 2%
Bt Hh 24 27 [ 7™ S I 20 4 8 LR A Aquilaria
sinensis (Lour.) Gilg. [ 244 B i F 1) 77 AR =1 4]
FUCERFES, LRI A AR E T A T R AT

R SR A IRIT-CTAB $2H0GH (38%/KIFIM:),
1 mol/L iR IRNI, 2% CTAB, 100 mmol/L
NaAc-HAC pH 5.2, 2 mol/L NaCl, 2% PVP), FiIfi
TR s I TOR MR- 5007 -5 R 25 2 24 ¢ 1);
e 10 CEU-Jr Il 24 1 1) FERIR — Z N8
(DEPC); DEPC #b®!/K; DNase I, RNase-free
(Thermo 24 7] ); TIANScript cDNA 55 & iR 7
& DRARAENEH: (dbs) ARAT]; Ex Tag DNA
AW, Ex Tag HS DNA (R4 (Takara 24 A]);
SanPrep 130 DNA JRFIMGAH & [E LAY TR
(ki) AW pMD™ 19-T Vector (Takara 24
FD; ANTP LI 2SR ARGIR A D F%
2R ok = o M4, 5 IR T A TREC L
) ARAFEGH (R 1.

*1 s51¥F%
Table 1 Primer sequences
I JP41 (5°-37)
dT #iE 5149 GACCACGCGTATCGATGTCGAC (T);sV

WS (C984.1)

NIES1H) (C984.2)
FesEPEAMIG 1P (C984.3)
FEr e G (C984.4)

i€ 519

As-SesTPS A EJiE514) (HCD
As-SesTPS £:B5 514 (HC2)
GAPDH %X 3514 (FD
GAPDH X 514 (R1)

ATAGCCTACTCTCCTGAAGCA
AAGATAAAAGTAGCACACGCA
GCAGACACCGCCGTAGAATG
TACGGGGCAACGAAGCAGGA
GACCACGCGTATCGATGTCGAC
ATGGCAGAGACGAATCGTCCTC
TTAATCGAGAGGGAGCTGGTGAACG
TTGGCATCGTTGAGGGTCT
CAGTGGGAACACGGAAAGC

2 FHE
2.1 BAEE RNA BIIZER

600 pL o KSR IN-CTAB $&0aINA
1.5 mL B0ET, N B-Sidk LR 8%, iR
IS A S R A AR TS e, VT8 4y 28 B U
L, BRI 100 mg, FIZUREY 20s, EHiRFRE

S5min; ZEZZHIAN 600 uL L 1, RIZIER 20s,
12 000 r/min 250> 10 min; B E3E 2B 1.5 mL &
DA, IMNSEARBI PR T PR 1 7%, 12 000
r/min &0 S min; I EIEERHH 1.5 mL F08E
DN SRR LR 11, B U755 20 s, 12 000 r/min
250 8 ming U BV ERFIY 1.5 mL B0E T, A
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12 AR TEAK O, 5 EIESARR 4 mol/L LiCl,
I B-$i Ak IR LA HON 1%, KBRS,
=30 CH#E 4 h wid &, 12 000 r/min 20> 10 min;
PUEW TiEE DEPC AFUKF, A 1710 A5 3
mol/L NaAc-HAc, JR21J5, M 3 f5AFTE/K 41,
-30 ‘CH#E 30 min, 12000 r/min4 ‘C 2L 10 min;
v b, FH 75% CEEDRERUTIE 2 K ULIER T 30 uL
DEPC 4bFE/KH, JH DNase I 4bFE[%f#4%E DNA,
FEAR P B IR B VKA B0 RNA [ 563k, SEohmT
LA RE VI e s E AR, —80 CHRAE#H .
2.2 HEAE cDNA E—FKEMEK

FEVKIB IR TCAZ IR 25 0 HF NN 4 pg B RNA,
2 uL dT #5525 14), 2 uL 2.5 mmol/L #84l ANTP, #h
DEPC AbH/KZE 14.5 uLs 70 ‘Chn#k 5 min, oK 174
H 2 min, EOBEERNE I 4 uL SXEF—HEA
JREEML 5 pL RNA B (RNasin), 1 pL
TIANScript M-MLV, #42HIFBEHAREST; 42 Cilid
50 min, 95 CIH#4 5 min £ 1E &V, =20 CORAF %
2.3 BAE As-SesTPS & K R I3RS

R A7 5 s 200 PP 3RA3 1) 1966 bp ] CL9S4.
Contigl_B1 /7% (KF135951), H Primer Premier 5
WA R R S 1P, RIS 1) C984.1, NS
C984.2, L #5553k 14 1) cDNA AR 4T PCR 9™
W, RMNAKZR 25 pl, 514 C984.1 Al C984.2
%1 pL, 10XEx Taq Z¢h 2.5 pL, 2.5 mmol/L
dNTP 2 uL, #%4 cDNA 1 uL, Ex Taq DNA Z41
0.15 pL, #bdddHO % 25 pL. N4AEN 94 CHil
Mt 2 min, 94 CAEME 455, 56 ‘CiEk 45s, 72 C
ZEfH 1 min 30 s, 30 MEFR G 72 ‘CLEfH 10 min. PCR
FEEE 1% BRI kG, DIl 4lifh, sakE
% pMD™ 19-T Vector # /4, # AL KT 1 DHSo )i
P PCR B IERHPE ve %, 16BNy, U5 TAE
G A e IR SR A K R
B3k4T ORF Finder 73047, #fi€ 215 3k154 K ORF.
2.4 BAE As-SesTPS 3’ ki FFIHIFR S

AR “2.37 BOERAF A Bese vt —x) 3R S X
ST 3’RACE 9714 R kMU L 14 C984.3,
5195 C984.4. 25 uL RMNVAKRZRY W —45E, {EH
B oI AAMUG 14 C984.3 %5 1 uL, 10XEx Taq 2%
MR 2.5 uL, 2.5 mmol/L ANTP 2 pL, #i4 cDNA 1 pL,
Ex Taq HS DNA %41 0.15 pL, #b dddH,O %2 25 L,
PCR W 4ER] €237 Tk 25 ul JRNAKR RS 1
52 4BE, AT S 1R NS 14 C984.4 % 1 WL,

10X Ex Tag 229 2.5 uL, 2.5 mmol/L dNTP 2 uL,
BB ARE 50 A8 5 A S — 28D 1S4, BT L,
Ex Taq HS DNA 241 0.15 pL, #b dddH,O 4 25 L,
PCR N4 AR Lo H2 PCR =128 1% IR REBEIR
HUKIRIES, 28 “2.37 WYaiie. ke, Rix
ST M A E
25 HAKRE As-SesTPS EFE &K HIHHZESIIIE

i Ff| Lasergene 7.1 ) SeqMan 4X -} As-SesTPS
K Borl 3> A i PR A REAT HF 82, K 3R43 1 Contig 7
H b 4% % NCBI [¥§ ORF Finder ¥ &
C http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/gorf/gorf.html ), fffi &
M RAI K ORF. HifisE 1) ORF Jv B AL 2
NCBI [f] CD-search Chttp://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
Structure/cdd/wrpsb.cgi), XJ P K12 FE /R 751 BEAT
TRFIX IR R, WiFiZ% ORF B 584,
2.6 BARE As-SesTPS EEAMEMIEEE D

i Lasergene 7.1 [] EditSeq X f4#+ As-SesTPS
BRI s FE IR P41, ) NCBI Y Nr #iie 2 k
17 BLASTp 73#r, SRAFAHARE S 41, T 20
W EE (1 ;A FH GENEDOC A5 1l (1 2 S 8 ) 7
PG R i) 5 AP AT IR ST e o b s A
I MEGAS BRI ) 318751155 GenBank I
3L AT R GTEAL 73BT, Neighbor-Joining (4
PEAHIE, NI RGN ; ExPASy 7E2IRS5
2811 ProtParam Chttp://web.expasy.org/protparam/) il
W& B TR A B AL 1 5T ; PSORT Ik 45 %
Chttp://wolfpsort.org/) T H [ 5 1 V. 41 o o 47 5
SOPMA # At} Chttp://npsa-pbil.ibcp.fr/cgi-bin/npsa_
automat.pl?page]=/NPSA/npsa_sopma.html) I 17T £&
BB s Mooy by A A
(http://swissmodel.expasy.org/) HEAT — 4k 45 7t .
2.7 BAKRE As-SesTPS EEBIFRIES T

A4 ORF 741, Beit v 414 As-SesTPS ik
R KRS HCL & HC2, Flty K&
1629 bp, FEAHL GAPDH JER 54 F1 K% R1M
(R D, T KRN 206 bp. HARFLE G
BT A0 2 AR T AR IR il AR AR
R AR N EARFES (WD, [N 5 FIARES 73 H
W) SRR IGAH IR i (T, NS T s
BB AR WG FFER (AD, UL AIC
JE IR 23 AR AFE S (DY (B 1), 40l “2.17
W “2.27 WJTVESI RNA J5 S50 cDNA.
FIFH HC1 Je HC2 9714 As-SesTPS %K, FIH F1 K&

Swiss-model
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Fig. 1 Schema of cross section and segmental radial section of A. sinensis trunk after agarwood formation

R1 934 GAPDH JE[H, [ M 4% AFIR] “2.37 3o HY 5 pL
PCR J7HI{E 1.5%35 IEREEIR kR A .
3 HBRE5NR
3.1 BAAESZ RNA RZE

1 P 25 R S0 BRI -C TAB VAR [A]—4it 7 43
(1~7) DIFRBUS RNA, AR VEI IR Ha ik
GERANE 2 iR, 28 S, 18 S &AM, i e
Hre, RNA SEHEMEECLT, SN oeE i,
Aseo/Poso THA 2.09, Asgo/Aozo {4 2.32, RNA 4l

Marker

1 500 bp
900 bp
700 bp
500 bp
400 bp
200 bp
100 bp

2 i
1 — — — C— — e ——

2 BAAER RNA BKE
Fig. 2 Electrophoresis of total RNA in A. sinensis

3.2 HBAE As-SesTPS ERE HIFES

O s AW IR K 1 966 bp W
CL984.Contigl B1 /3% (KF135951), % BLAST
G3HTJE RINILTT Be G A 5 Y-k 5 g, AR % 1
W54, 1550 1 669 bp MK B, 4 NCBI
/% BLASTx 7347, Rz F B 2 FkE s 1 ik
A B A B R R o K% BEEAT ORF Finder
M, HEILES 35 7 ATG 1E K% B R dh w5
T, HRERKRILZ ST e gk
T, MHZIENREAT T 3’RACE K 1, 3545 453 bp
%6 Bto SR J51d H Lasergene 7.1 ] SeqMan 3K 1f
BT AP, 3743 1905 bp 1] cDNA 741, X}

ZFHIBET ORF 24k, #fi5E T 1 629 bp [¥156%% ORF
FB HEFRERERRTAS 542 MEHER (k%
W FANmaILER), JFdr 4 A As-SesTPS
(KF135950), #5543,

33 HBAKE As-SesTPS HRE 4wt & A RATEIATEDI T

As-SesTPS HE X 2 ih (1) 2 KR Fr #1142 NCBI 1)
CD-search 73#7 )5, AIIZFHIA] HEXT 2 AR5
B I RS 25 I, AT L R G i s 28
iR, g RILE 4.

S I = LR 751142 BLASTp 73#, k351t
AR i B, Horb 557144 Vitis vinifera L. (1)
KARFH45-D A i [(—)-germacrene D synthas,
Q6Q3H3] AHMMEf Hr, 15 68%, —Blkik 50%.
ff] GENEDOC MK % 2 S 17 41 5 s 11
T 5 SR ANFYIRN ) R SR SRR T EERE, S5 R an
5 Jr7, AL B i I3 73] o i 2 R AR 75 1 Jfs-D-
. B- A T K & il [(E)-B-caryophyllene
synthase, AEP17005], #ii#& Citrus hystrix DC.7
KARFMJ7-D 4 il (germacrene D synthase,
ADXO01384), Z%25# Populus trichocarpa Torr. &
Gray x Populus deltoides Bartr. ex Marsh. [ KR 7
4% -D 4 % B [(—)-germacrene D synthase ,
AAR99061], EX ¥ Populus trichocarpa Torr. &
Gray I i 28 & B ( terpene synthase 1,
AEI52901.1), 73 M7 KB As-SesTPS H [K 4 fich (1) 2 3k
R 751 HAT 05 285 R A (1) RRxsW RSP P41,
W RA AR (Asp) 1) DDxxD fR5F /741, nJit—
e b i 25 R R
34 BARE As-SesTPS EREHmAIERRMIEIRE
SR

As-SesTPS A:K| it i) Z AR /7511 5 GenBank
LA )5 5 i 1 (L 48 4% HEAT AU
PEHT, RGN . SR mE 6 s, A
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T R LR 5 A S PE S ThAEVHY, #5288 35 HBEAE As-SesTPS ERGIMNERRLEHS
B RIS Rl 7 KIS R: TPSa~TPSg'',  THREFRIM

1M As-SesTPS %ifith 1) £ [ )5t 5 HoAth b HE A 1 15 F Wit ExPASy ¥4 %} As-SesTPS 4wt i 14 5iidt
Wi B RE 73 7 TPSa K%, Wi SRR g ATEARME B, T SLAR X 707 s 6.280 X
A B R L A 10*, S50 5.26, NIRVEER (5, A7 ROt

ATAGCCTACTCTCCTGAAGCATGGATGATAGCTJATGGCAGAGACGAATCGTCCTCTTGCGCATTTCCAGGCCAACATCTGGGAGGAACA 90
M A E T N R P L A H F Q A N I W E E H
TTTCATATCATCCCCTCTTCTTCATCTGGAAACGGAGCAAGCATCGAAGCACCAAAAGCTGAAGGAACAGGTGAGGGAACTCTTATTAGC 180
F I S S P L L H L E T E Q A s K H Q K L K E Q \ R E L L L A
TGGACTGGACAAGCCTTGGGAACAACTGGACTTGATCGACTCGATCCAGCGCTCAGGTGTAGCTTACCATTTCGAGGATGAAATCGAAAA 270
G L D K P W E Q L D_ L | D s 1 Q R S G V A Y H F E D E_ | E_N
CCTCTTGCAGAGAATTCACAAGAATCTCGATACTTGCCTTGAAGAAAACGACAACCTCCATTTTATTTCGCTGTTGTTTCGTTTGCTTAG 360
L L Q R 1 H K N L D T (e} L E E N D N L H F I S L L F R L L R
GCAATCAAGCCTAACTGTTTCATGCGACGTTTTTAACAAGTTTAAGGATGACAGTGGGAAGTTGAAGGAATCTCTGATTGAAGATGTTAT 450
Q 8§ s L T VvV s ¢ D V F N K F_ K D D_S$ G K L K E s L 1 E D V
AGGGCTGTTGAGCTTGCATGAGGCTGCATGCATGAGGCTACATGGAGAAGATATACTTGAACAGGCATTTGATTTCACCACGACCTACCT 540
G L L S L H E A A C M R L H G E D 1 L E Q A F D F T T T Y L
CAAATCCATTGTAGAGGACACATCTTCAAGCTCGAAACTCGCAGCACAAGCAAGTCAGGCGTTGAAGTACCCTGTTCGGAAGAACATCCC 630
K s 1 V E D T S S s S K L A A Q A S Q A L K Y P V R K N ! P
AAGACTGGAGGCTAAGTACTATATCTCTGTGTATCCTTTGCTCAACAATCCTGTTGTATTGACTTTCGCTAAGTTGGACTTCAATATCTT 720
R L E A K Y Y i S % Y P L L N N P Vv \% L T F A K L D F N I L
ACAAAAGTTGCACCAAAACGAGCTAAGAGAGATAGTAAGGTGGTGGAAAGATTTGGATATTCCAAGGAGACTACCATATGCAAGGGATAG 810
Q K L H Q@ N E L R E 1 V_ R W W K D L D 1 P R R L P Y A R D_R
AATAACGGAATTATTCTTTTGGGCAATAGGGGTGTATTATGAGCCTTGTTACGCACTGGGTAGGAAGATATTGACCAAAGTTTTTGCTCT 900
I T E L F F w A 1 G \% Y Y E P C Y A L G R K I L T K vV F A L
TACTTCTTTTCTTGACGACATGTACGATGCTTATGGGACAATTGAAGAACTGGAGCTTCTTACACAAGCCATTCAAAGGTGGGATAGAAA 990
T 8 F_L D D_M_Y D A Y G T I E E L E L_L T Q A | Q R W D R N
TGCAATGGATGGGTTGAATAATAAGTGCAGCAAAGAGTTATATCAGATTTTGTTGGATGTGTATGATGAAATTGGAGAGGACATGGCCAA 1 080
A M D G L N N K C S K E L Y Q I L L D v Y D E 1 G E D M A K
ACTTGGGAAATCCTATCGCCTCAACTACGCTGTAGAAATGATGAAGGGGCAAGCAAGAACTTACTTGACAGAAGCTAGATGGTTCAGCCA 1170
L G_K S Y R L N Y A V E M M K G Q A R T Y L T E A R _W F S Q
AAACTATACACCTACATTCGAGGAGTACCTTAAGCGGGGAATCAACACTAGCGCTTGCCCTCTACTCACACTGTCGTCTTTGCTTGGGAT 1 260
N Y T P T F E E Y L K R G 1 N T S A C P L L T L S S L L G 1
AGGAGACGATATAAGCAGAGATGCTTTTGAGTGGATCTTGTCCACCCCCAAGAGTCTCATTGCTTCTTCACTAACCGGAAGACTCGCAGA 1 350
G D D I S R D A F E W 1 L s T P K S L 1 A s s L T G R L A D
TGACATAATGAGCCATGAGTTTGAGAAGAAGAGGGGGCACGCAGACACCGCCGTAGAATGTTACATGAAAGAGTACGGGGCAACGAAGCA | 440
D 1 M S H E F E K K R G H A D T A \% E C Y M K E Y G A T K Q
GGAAACAGTGAAGGAGTTGTACAAGCGAATTGAAAGTGCATGGAAGGACATGAATGAAGAGCTTTTGCAACCAACAGAGGTTCCCAAGGC ] 530
E T VvV K E L Y K R | E_ S A W K D M N E E L L Q P T E_V_ P K_ A
AGTGCTCATGCGAGTGCTCAACTTCACCCGCTGTAACCAGGTCGTGTATGCCGATGCCGATGCCTACACCTTTCCTGATTATCTCAAGGA 1 620
v L M R Vv L N F T R C N Q A v Y A D A D A Y T F P D Y L K D
CTTTGTGGCTGCTTTGCTCGTTCACCAGCTCCCTCTCGA CACTACCCTCTCTCCTCCCCCTGTGCGTGTGCTACTTTTATCTTTT 1710

F \% A A L L Vv H Q L P L D .
TGTGCATGTGTGAGAATAATTAGCCTGTGAAGAGCCGATTGATATATATAGGTTTCTTATTACCCAGGCAGAAGTTTGTGTGCTAAATTT 1 800
TCAATGTAATATATATACCTACATGCATGTTTRTATATGTGGAAATAATAAATGAAGCTTATGTATGATATAGCTTACTTTGGAAAGAGC | 89()
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 1905

B3 As-SesTPS EEZEEFTI
Fig. 3 Nucleotide sequences of As-SesTPS gene

As-SesTPS
1 1629
[ Terpene_synth (pfam01397) ] [ Terpene_cyclase C1 (cd00868) ]
[ Terpene_synth_C (pfam03936) ]
[ Isoprenoid Biosyn C1 (cd00385) J
PLN02150
[ PLN02279 ]
[ PLN02592 ]
JuH /bp Ccd K 25y E AN

Terpene_cyclase_plant_Cl 6~538 542 636.72 0
Terpene_cyclase C1 232~515 284 342.81 4.99x10"
Terpene_synth C 219~487 270 330.49 1.70x 10"
Terpene_synth 16~175 177 199.90 1.42%10%
Isoprenoid Biosyn Cl 265~509 243 139.81 575X 10%*
PLN02150 449~541 96 81.26 1.77X10'
PLN02279 55~528 784 124.41 2.89x10%
PLN02592 55~300 800 78.18 1.69x 10"

B 4 As-SesTPS ERE HYy CD-search 25
Fig. 4 CD-search results of As-SesTPS gene
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MSVQSSGVLLAPSKNLSPENG-|
MSVQSSVVLLAPSKNLSPEG-|
7777777777777777777 SVEGSaNFHPSIUGDHFL@Y RDFQEQIGPRSVK]
MSVEGSAIF--STATVEPNYS-FRSA

MSVEGSAIF--STATVEPNYS-| RS&SFPPSIUGDHFLSY

120

51

R&XR

* 40 60
MAETN-[FPLAHFOANINEERIFIESPLLHLEQg- EQAS - QK[EN={OVIREL |
aNFHPSIUGDHFLSY SEFTNTDiHLK \Yelell KEEVRKL

DKP

INFRIPS 1 WEDHF L SYLI=Ia g\ T|BIDI W H\Yele)l KEEVRK

©YEIPS 1| WEDHF L SY!

TDSMEJYS pIK - AE[gl- KK/M= VL E|
TDSMEUISEK - AE[g]- KK[MS =YL F|

> 180 > 200

IREML SEIVEATHIZERVHG[=S I LIJEALRFTTTHLQSENEE QYS!

oA
e Ak

GK!YRLHYAKEAMKNQVK
[SRSYRV| YAKEAMKNEVR*

nSEQETHNEFN Qu

RO RR B M, KOS R R AR
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Fig. 5 Similarity analysis of As-SesTPS-coding protein and other sesquiterpene synthase proteins
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Fig. 6 Phylogenetic tree of plant terpene synthase gene family
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Fig. 7 Hydrophily analysis of As-SesTPS-coding protein
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Fig. 8 3D structure of As-SesTPS protein in A. sinensis
predicted by Swiss-model
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