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Cloning and sequence analysis of MCS gene in Artemisia annua
and its prokaryotic expression
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Abstract: Objective To obtain the indispensable key enzyme involved in the MEP pathway, the 2C-methyl-D-erythritol-2, 4-cyclodi-
phosphate synthase gene (MCS) was cloned from Artemisia annua, and bioinformatic analysis, prokaryotic expression, and tissue-specific
expression were conducted. Methods According to AaMCS EST sequence, the full length of cDNA and genomic sequences were obtained
by the design of specific primers, rapid-amplification of cDNA ends (RACE) and genome amplification. The coding region of MCS gene was
cloned into the expression vector pET-21a (+) by gene recombination technology, the recombinant plasmid pET-21a (+)-MCS was
transformed into E. coli BL21 (DE3), and the expression of recombinant protein was induced by IPTG. Semi-quantitative RT-PCR was used to
detect the expression of AaMCS transcripts. Results The AaMCS ¢cDNA was found to be 994 bp containing an open reading frame (ORF) of
681 bp that translated into a putative peptide of 226 amino acid, The full length of MCS was 2 540 bp consisting of three exons and two
introns. A recombinant pET-21a (+)-MCS was constructed by genetically fusing the MCS to pET-21a (+) vector system, and was successfully
expressed in E. coli BL21. The tissue expression patterns indicated that the expression level of AaMCS transcripts in flowers was higher than
that in the roots and stems. Conclusion The MCS gene is cloned from A. annua, and the stable prokaryotic expression system of pET-21a
(+)-MCS is constructed. This work is helpful for investigating the activities and other physiological functions of MCS protein.
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¥ {6 ¥ Artemisia annua L. J& T % Bl
(Asteraceae) =)@ Artemisia L. — A HAREHY),
ARG By T RS 1972 SEFRERMIF B2
T 2y BRI B e AsN, B R B
HA il Pres. Primis s iz M2 EEHR,
HEfEE T EE R R, TR A AR L T
sk, RUIE G TR A & SSR. SNP 2553
TARCTF R ACE 7 FEM TE, DI EE &R
HENEAEE MR, I HEE R
HA BRI BT S B S B3 R, R Wl T
2 2 ARG U A R4k S ) 3 R —— 5 1
JHILEERERR (IPP) ShJLAl, PP fEVANRILFEREMR &
(FPS) MIAEM NAGENe L AE 5 R (FPP), FPP
ZRTEML IR AW (ADS) bR -4, 11-
T, ARG &AM FE PASO N A
(CYP71AVD). 5 E 8 A11(13) WL 5 (DBR2).
T A (ALDHL) 55— RANBHE SN s
O MR R R (MVA) Rl 2-F LR
HEPENE-4-WER (MEP) 2 4k IPP & &, 43l
AL FAN R 40 2 1) DL S AT AR ) TPP 2B L
i, B B AEAE RN . Towler 2R BT 15 2%
(1) A= ] AR R RS T MVA FIl MEP 2 45i&4%
(1) IPP. BN RT3 1A L e 20 T il & s
ARV AR ORI R
s A A AR AT ST DAER T T R A R Y
w10l 2C- R JE-D-JRAEREWE-2, 4- IR B R IR 15 Bk
( 2C-methyl-D-erythritol-2, 4-cyclodiphosphate
synthase, MCS) & MEP &2 15 5 N OCHENE, fi#
1 2-T R -4-(M ¥ -5"- W R)-2-C- FH S5 -D-JR B Hil
e Ak 2C- T BE-D- AR BERH T -2, 4-FFAEREIR . Wt
GO o 3 o R o AL, OBE T R ARG
AR OCBERG LR, W DLk 7 ER R N R AR %
I AW LA A I ARL, T MEP
BT MCS JE K AT P AR AE 40 B, o7
pET-21a (+)-MCS % KL R, W ESES
AR DL K ) 3 DR TR T B vk AR AR 1)
B A
1 w5
1.1 ##

AV Artemisia annua L. MR AT KA
IR A, )T AR A B 2 S B i A U
PHIMS T o FHYM R R R 580 "C IR A7 %
. KW # (Escherichia coli) DH-50 F1 BL21 #

Folt FH A S5 25 AR AT
1.2 iRk

Trizol W) H Invitrogen A 7], RACE {7 &
) A Clontech /2], Taq DNA &R PRI N D)
fiff Nhe I fll Xho I.T4-DNA % #2804 [ Takara 23 ) .
pMDI18-T fl pET-21a (+) HALI EHAF. 514 H
R 26 S o = L R s = 7w A W R P T
2 FHiE
2.1 E RNAZEUE MCS £ cDNA By [E

Fi IR Trizol & 7 & Ui W 4 B2 46 8 i v 2
RNA. 4 GenBank 1 AaMCS 3:[X| EST 741 %t
— ARSI MCS-F1 (5°-GTGCTTTGGGTCT-
ACCTGAC-3") Fl MCS-R1 (5’-CCCAAAATTGCG-
TCAACAACG-3’), XM BD Smart 5> RACE cDNA
P19 JE Y MCS 5° ¢cDNA . 3" A3 BL#23k Olig-dT
(5’-GGCCACGCGTCGACTAGTACT,5-3>) 515§ &
Bk A %% cDNA (PrimeScript II, Takara), i%
FAE L8 0 514 3° Adapter (5°-GGCCACGCG-
TCGACTAGTAC-3") FIEEPRR; 514 MCS-F1
714 MCS 3° cDNA . {f F #4ri 3/ F1 Touch down PCR
FiRr: 94 CHUARME 1 min 5, 10 f§3: 94 'C. 30's,
66 C. 30s (BEMEMFEAC1 CO, 72 C.
25 Mi¥k: 94 °C. 30s, 56 C. 30s, 72 ‘C. 1 min;
)5 72 ‘C. 7 min.
22 MCS ERFEMZERMNFS 5

SEDZH DNA [H-HCR M & k. s 23k
#311) AaMCS 4= cDNA 751, Wik —Xt L5
514 MCS-F2 (5’-CATGGCTACATCAACTGCT-
TC-3’) I MCS-R2 (5°-CTTCTTCATCAAAAGTA-
CAACG-3") Fl T 1 MCS JE [N 414 K. PCR F2/7:
94 ‘CHiAEE 3 min; 32 MEH: 94 °C. 30, 56 C.
30s, 72 °C. 3 min; /5 72 'C+ 10 min. MCS cDNA
ML (1) PCR =48 1.2% 1) B Tt i vl
W, RIEMGRF & (Omega) i H 6 F BedkAT 4l
th, 4tk )5 pMD-18T #iikiER:, #4k Kight
DH-5a /ES2 &40, %28 PCR SN A BHAE 1) 7
BERBEATI CRAETD. WA 2 cDNA F¢
F1) )5 B 0 e A0 AH AL PE 98 R NCBIL Y 3
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nib.gov/blast) BLAST #kf}idt
17, &KW 7 &) #E W dd o ExPASy M ub
(http://au.expasy.org) FIFEFRITE, 235187211 [H]
Pk LB ClustalW 1.8 B/ 58, KH MEGA 3.1
A DA ATV AL SR AR o

1 min;
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23 BERFTEHENERETE

P AaMCS JEF 4K cDNA JP4, {EIFIK
e A L3RR 23 s vk LS 14 (5°-CTAGCT-
AGCATGGCTACATCAACTGCTTC-3") F1 K5l
¥) (5°-CCGCTCGAGCTTCTTCATCAAAAGTACA-
ACG-3"), 5|\ Nhe I Ml Xho I EEUIA7sS. LA
pMD-18T-MCS N#itiid4T PCR, ¥ PCR j“4H1
pET-21a (+) #4574 Nhe I fil Xho I XUV HEAT
M, B4 pET-21a (+)-MCS & W) %58,
i iR T DNA T . #A0 KT BL21
KZ AN M, Rk BH P e BE IF A 44 8 pET-2la
(H)-MCS. B FHPE TR R A& 2N 5 5 2 4k LB
TIEHEH, 170 r/min JRPEET TR, FEIREWOCEE Asoo
4 0.7~1.0 B, IIANZKREH 0.8 mmol/L A3
BAL-B-D KFLHEE (IPTG) 55 6 h, % 1.5 h it
0.5 mL #¥. LA pET-21a (+) AN, KA
I B (RSB 19 B 9 64T SDS-PAGE HELUK
2.4 MCS EHFBLAFKIE

O AE = AR . i ZERIIE SR 26 kL, Trisol

Script 11 W% (Takara) & cDNA. RT-PCR
Feg AT, LIRS 14 B-Actin-F (5°-CCTGCT-
ATGTATGTTGCCATCCA-3’) Fll B-Actin-R (5°-CT-
CGGTAAGGATCTTCATCAATGCA-3’ ) " 1 11
B-Actin AN Z, K PE5 |4 MCS-F2 (5°-CATGGC-
TACATCAACTGCTTC-3") F1 MCS-R2 (5’-CTTCT-
TCATCAAAAGTACAACG-3") ¥l MCS [FJ4147
1Ko JECURRRE G 2 pL W SR B, iR
T35 14T 25 nL AR R (1) PCR Y, 211 T
94 ‘CHiAZVE 1 min; 94 ‘C.30s, 56 ‘C.30s, B-Actin
ZEMH 30's, 72 “C MCS ZEf# 1 min, 28 MEH; 72 C.
7 min.
3 HEREN
3.1 MCS ERFM=E

4 GenBank 1 AaMCS H:[X| EST /41, it
FEDRE S e 5 [ Sk 514 53 34T 5’ RACE
3’RACE, MCS 5 Ayl 3> Kbty 7 41 §F £z J5 k15
MCS 4=K: ¢cDNA J¥%1 (& 1), AaMCS cDNA 4K
956 bp, {5 681 bp MIFF IR AE, Zwh 226 %

LA AZU RNA, 28 DNase [ H4b )G, f# A Prime &R S dE4ifSX 122 bp, 3> JE4ifdX 153 bp. 1E 3’

—

ccetttecattteggatcagagtecggaaagatcectgeccgatgtcaggtagacccaaagecacccaaaattgegtcaacaacgacactcaaaaacacacacacagt
1 MATSTASSITYTTS®PLHTTTI KAFSTRTFPTRR R
106 taaccaaccaaccaaccATGGCTACATCAACTGCTTCATCAATCTACACCACATCACCACTCCACACAACCACCAAAGCCTTCTCCACGCGCTTCCCCACGCGCC
31 S SLTLIRPTAO QHRAAVAVVNAAVETENTPAVKZ KT DTTPA
211 GCTCCTCTCTCACGCTCCGGCCGACTCAACACCGGGCGGCGGTTGCTGTTGTTAACGCCGCGGTGGAAACAGAGAATATTCCGGCGGTTAAGAAGGATATTCCGG
66 K v LPFRVGHGFDLHRTLEPGY®PLTITIS GG GTIDTIPHETRSGSTC
316 CGAAGGTGTTGCCGTTTAGAGTAGGGCATGGATTTGATTTGCATAGATTGGAGCCTGGATATCCTTTGATTATTGGCGGGATTGATATTCCTCATGAACGTGGTT
101 E A H S D G
421 GTGAAGCTCATTCTGATGgtagtaattatatataatatatttttatatatttagttagttagttagttaagtttgttattttattgttaaatttgttagaattgt
526 gaattaggttagggctattaaaaatttgcagaaaccgtgtttgtagtttgtccaaattgecaggegeagtecctacatecttcgaaagegeaggegtagtecttgtg
631 gaaaactttggtgtgcaattatcgtctetggecacgagaatatatgaaacttttgaagtgeatgtgeagtecetgecagggetacgeectggeatgacageatatg
736 aaattttgaggtgcacgcatactctgtgeccagggacgataattgetcatcacagttecccaaatgtactecttgtgecettggeggeectacgeageeeccecage
841 gcgttgeccaactacaaacacgtgategttcacctgttecttgaatacactgtectatecectgatacagecaaacgtecacctgtagegggeacgtttggetagg
946 cgccacgatttggatgtcgggtetggggaaaaacccatgegeacactagetgaacgeccagteccegetecgattecttecaattgecacctecatgggaaccagge
1051 tccacaggccacgecatccatttgatctatgaccagtateccectecagtgetgectegacetgaggggeeccecgactgtetgaaaatgttatatataaggata
107 D V L L
1156 atttcatttgaaaaataatttacctatgatgtatgatgtttacaggttgtgatgagataatgtttatttttctagtateggggatgtttttagGTGATGTGCTGT
11 H CV VDAILGALGL®PDTIGAQTF?PDSDPI KWK KT GAASSVF
1261 TGCATTGCGTTGTTGACGCAATTTTGGGTGCTTTGGGTCTACCTGACATCGGACAGATCTTTCCGGACTCTGATCCGAAATGGAAAGGGGCAGCATCGTCCGTTT
146 T K E A
1366 TTATCAAGGAAGCAgtaagattctattttcgttgactttttttatttttacatcatgttgeatttaattactttaggecacgttactagttatattegtgagatta
1471 tgctagaatgtatctgtggecatatcaaactcggaaggaaattaatgacggeatagectcactagttatatccatgttatgetagttatatetgtgttettteace
1576 caattacatgttgatatggctgaaaaccgttaagctgagagatgtacaatggtgtgegtttaatgtgagttaaaagatgttactgactaaacagtatagecagata
1681 atgttcatagtccagtgattatattattgaattatttatatgcatccatcagtattaaaacagaacattcaaagttttctactccgtatttcataaaccaaaaag
1786 tattgaacaatttttttaagtgtagaaatttttatcagttaacatgattttagtcagatttggtgtaaacaaagttgaatacataattggatgaccaacaaagca
1891 gtagcaataggtgcatggccttgataaaatagttaattagttgggtggtttcagtttecattattaaatttcacatctgaaactttagetgegeattgttgacata
1996 gtagaagcttgtagtcaacatcataacactatggcaagecccatttctaagaattttategeacacatttatttatttatgtgettateggtagtatgettagtt
150 VRLMDEAGYZ ETLSGNLTDATIL
2101 tactgctataaaattaatatatcaacttacccttgtacttacgtaaatatcagGTGAGACTAATGGATGAGGCTGGTTATGAGTTAGGAAACTTAGACGCGACTT
168 I LQRPKLSPHEKENTITRANLSALTLSGADPAVVNTILZE KA AIKT
2206 TGATCCTTCAAAGACCAAAACTAAGCCCTCACAAAGAGAACATTAGAGCCAATTTGTCTGCACTCCTTGGTGCAGACCCTGCGGTTGTGAACTTGAAAGCTAAAA
203 H EX VDSLGETYRSTAAHTVVLLME KK
2311 CTCATGAAAAGGTAGACAGTCTTGGAGAATATAGAAGTATTGCAGCTCACACCGTTGTACTTTTGATGAAGAAGTAAttctttaactgtaagaattttacttget
2416 acatttgcaaaagatatatgaaaacaataattttttaagatgtgactattgtgtatctagttctcttaaattctagggtgecatgttctataaaagttaataaaaa
2521 gtcatggatatagttttect

1 MCS EEFF REBEHREIRFT
Fig. 1 Sequences of MCS gene and deduced amino acids
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g X %A K I mRNA AFaEfE S (ATTTA),
NAEH AT PolyA L 28 bp AL INES 5
(AATAAA). FIH4=K MCS cDNA J3#51E T il
TEHE R IR0 U 20 B v R e e 5 | I e g 14 L
FE R4 4K (GenBank &35 : KC142157). AaMCS
KL AR R 2 540 bp, A7 3 MM E TR 2 AW E T
For A BT 1 DX B R AT PR AR T N A Uiy
3.2 MCS S EBRFIIHFE

AaMCS Z IR 741 5 2L A C 0 [WY8 2 1 Uy
SIEAR W FYEYE, SR 70.4%. W% 72.1%-

WAEE (KC142157) 1

A 68.6%. KFFIE 70.8%. 41 LLXT A I AaMCS
FHETFHI N K 69 N IER RIS AR, 1M
TR IR R A RENFYENE (8 2). i
FW, AaMCS AU IF. WA K&EL. KRG
MY FEYE SR, efS Tk @R, K
RPN MCS PRI, (R Tk -
ANFEMD . AaMCS SHA . —RAZEM 1Y
FEYIR SR Rt (B 3). Rk, #7048 Rt
AW MCS H 5 7Rl 7, [ B 330 B
AaMCS & —Fh 54 MEP fCSHR A

WATSTAS S IV TISFIRTTTEAFS TRFFTRRS S TL RETGHRAATAINHAAVFTFN IFAVEEDIF.

UFETF (NP_850971) 1 =—=——==————————m FATSSTRII LSS 551 FESG ITEEFFLL PATE I VRRPEES LS SCRPS AS VS ARSS AVIVEES TS

KHERL (QIMAW3) 1 ———mmm e WML F IHASS ITELSS
%G (XP_002278406) 1 ——————————- BREATSFYCSTALES

A (AAR95701) 1 ——————- WA AFS AL VL PERTILES

WAL (KC142157) 70 i
JURETF (NP_850971) TS5 igginm:i
KA (QIMAW3) 75 iy
Hi%] (XP_002278406) 20 gy
WA (AAR95701) a5 iy

LI IGG-IﬁIEHIl R

HAEE (KC142157) 160
BIEIF (NP_850971) 165
KFFH (QIMAW3) 165
7% (XP_002278406) 1710
Ay (AAR95701) 173

LG DATL ILG FFELSFH

LI IGCINTPHIURCCER

NN LE A ETHFEVTS LG,
WHLEAETHFETS I_I'.'TEHI'E IHAHTWT
HLERETHEEVTS I_I'.:-EHRE: TARETI
VMHEERETHFEVIELCE JRS LR AHT I
UL EAFTHFEUTSTGCE RS LA AT

IYF--—--FISHYRFS SLVLSHI LS L RS TLRRF AV AR AR TTAVERFFREHS TAFSES|

CPMCCEETTPE Y IFL S TR S FI LS LS AR RS CARTERFPEFARIITEFEET

ISWVHHHRL FP INFSTHIC VS BAPTL RRGIR FERFVC RS ANPAVE T ERQS AVAES

S IARHTI

BRI AR ) B O SRR, AR LR ST I AR AR R AR (01 5o
The identical amino acids are highlighted in black, other highly conserved residues are shaded in grey
2 AaMCS 5H ¥ MCS EEER 55 REIR 1% bLik
Fig. 2 Homology comparison on MCS amino acids sequences between A. annua and other species

=R URIZANGR
100— JbE =42
- @ A
2 e
2o
60 23 k]
il 37 62— KAk
WA
K.
100~ EX
46 E%%
K&
100— KR AE
100 Eif
L AN

3 MCS RixARGHELR
Fig. 3 Phylogenetic tree of MCS family

3.3 MCS BE#RiA

T4 JFURIZE Nhe T AT Xho T XU A il 7 %55
AaMCS FEPITFRIHEEHE RN 681 bp, g
H IR R R 20 TR 2.438X10%, BU pET-
21a (+)-MCS MH#: TR #E1T SDS-PAGE 43#1, 1E

2.90 X 10*~2.01 X 10* 0] WLARE S H (K18 11 4641, M
PaNicEEREYEINE VA SRS 3 IR S 3 NN
53k A B AT ) H )R RN — 3L
Wit Clustal W ZHT/FFIHEXS 16 B MCS & A 57
4, MEGA3.1 #% N-J B (J& 4). MCS HEFF
513 1 GenBank Fl SwissPort. ${ 1t (KC142157),
fUFFTT (NP_850971), #i%i (XP_002278406),
e (QIMAW3), K& (NP _001237894), /K
(NP_001047741), E>K (NP _001150687), 4
(XP_002452756), 7y (AAR95701), S M4 &
¥, (ABB88956), —RA2 (ABD73009), JbE=iZ
(ACN40993), SEA# (XP_001690985), [#
(XP_002947986), /NER#EE (EFN54075). Hfot4h 3
T ELL TR R Ih N BL21 WO REIE W R IE
AaMCS [, Bi#% IPTG ¥ S RIAN T K,
LRI (1) 85 11 208 7= 4 B e 3
3.4 MCS HLFRMERIE

KLl AaMCS ZERTEA R RIAE L. 5
AERHUR . L 2 FEHA LIS RNA, LL B-Actin
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1B Ky N2, 3547 RT-PCR 258 55047 45 B L W MCS
FEREFICE AR AL RIERAAELES, e
FikEiE, W 2PREEML (B 5.

M 1 2 3 4 5
116.0 bp i ]
972bp B
66.4bp -
44.3 bp i
290bp e '
.
20.1bp = s

M-Marker 1-X/f#f 2~5-IPTG 5% 1.5, 3. 4.5. 6h 5 MCS ¥
M-Marker 1-control 2—5-MCS expression induced by IPTG for
1.5,3,4.5,and 6 h

4 %A MCS SDS-PAGE Hjk
Fig. 4 SDS-PAGE electrophoretograms
of recombinant MCS

i s 1

B-Actin

i

5 MCS AL %RE
Fig. 5 Expression of MCS in different tissues

4 it
AWFFARIE T e bR ke T MCS [,

A R G B 1) R 7 91 5 SLA A ) MEP & 4%
MCS S E B HIFEEYER, £P AaMCS 4 MEP
BRI 5 AN REERE MCS. #6878 £ WA
BAIFI OIS T BEE, AR 24
O B O B I R N © g e e U KW ST A
GenBank EST F¢# i JEat b, witRr g ¥ st
RACE il JE PR 41 4 48 1) J7 3% od B SR 19 T 4 1
AaMCS [FEE . X AaMCS i fith (1) 28 5L 1% 17 41 3304 7
HEPIE BT, AR ER AaMCS kT HAth
I MCS [RIYEME RIS 68%~T72%, HH H A B W
5 e AaMCS 552K T3 AP MCS SR 4K &
Bilt o R AT AIE I 7R B MVA & 421 & MEP

A4 % PP, A Gingo biloba L.. 41542 Taxus
chinedsis (Pilger) Rehd. M }% Matrica riarecutita
L. SPGB E R G YR PP SRR T
MVA il MEP 2 42, e h i £ Ay
At T LR 4681200 PP A i s 00,

RlE, XFfesE ipk R MEP i@ 45 H AH DG (R 1)
WFFO0 1 — 20 BRARE 8 28 A2 R P B AT
R, A MCS FE (KR 25 AR,

AaMCS fERLIY) 4 PPal R ik, Hrhnbffe
HhR A A R R, AR 2 R IR B R K.
MCS i X 751 5 ik Hfk pET-21a (+) T4,
i pET-21a (+)-MCS [ J5U% RIE AR I 56 N KT
BL21, JR{F45E ¥ pET-21a (+)-MCS Jsit% ik {4
ZHEMEAREER S B EA 4K
B BIHSER AL T 24l AaMCS S L
SAHAT AW DIRE I T B T HeAl o DAARAP SEEG KA
RN S A= A A A A 27 GOy 1 72 H TR

SE AR H 2 — o EZBFTORA B TR
WEE R B G RACHR RN 7 7360k, O
IR LR SR s S A

SE R
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