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No key relevant to modernization of Chinese materia medica

by searching efficacy substance
JIANG Wen-yue

(Department of Integrated Chinese Traditional with Western M edicine, Modern Research Center for T CM ,
Peking University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: The question that searching efficacy substance is not the key relevant to modernization of
Chinese materia medica (CMM ) was discussed in the following three aspects: its possibility, necessity and
the feasibility of quality control without knowing the effect substance. It is pointed out that definite under—
standings of active components and mechamism, high and immediate efficacy are not the necessary charac—
teristics of CM M. Searching the active ingredients is not main task for the modernization of CMM. On the
basis of not completely knowing the active components, quality control and establishing standard system of
evaluating herbal medicine efficacy with the characteristics of TCM are two key problems. The quality
control of herbal medicine should be concentrated on multisteps, multi-means and vague recognition of
general characters. T he characteristics of multi—systematic, mild and slow, and pattern-associated effects
should be seriously considered in assessing herb efficacy on the prerequisite of being methodologically in
accordance with modern science. In the meantime, the quality control study of herbal medicine must be on
such a basis.
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