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Abstract Object To research genovariations between genuine Chinese herbs and non—genuine ones
and to develop a valuable tool used in identification of the Chinese herb. Methods RAPD technique was
applied in studies on the samples of Alisma orientalis ( Sam. ) Juzep. from different area in Fujian, Sichuan
and Jiangxi provinces. Results The DN A fingerprints of genuine and non-genuine Chinese herbs were
compared and it was suggested that the herbal populations growing in different area in above three
provinces had different genus characteristics. Conclusion ~ RAPD technique is a valuable tool for
identification of genuine Chinese herbs.
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