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A Pharmacognostical Study on “Tengcha”, Bigdentate Ampelopsis
(Ampelopsis grossedentata)

Liu Jianxin and Zhou Tianda (Hunan College of TCM, Changsha 410007)
Abstract “Tengcha”, a folk medicinal herb used for centuries by the Yao nationality in Hunan
province as a health care beverage, was botanically identified as Ampelopsis grossedentata (Hand. -Mazz. ) W.
T. Wang (Vitaceas). Our recent study showed that it contains 3, 3', 4’, 5, 5, 7-hexahydroxy-2, 3-dihy-
droflavanonol (dihydromyricetin), which can inhibit the contraction of rabbit aortic strips evoked by nora-
drenaline and high K* solution. The morphological and histological features for the identification of this Chi-
nese medicinal herb is illustrated in tl.is paper.
“Tengcha”

Key words Ampelopsis grossedentata (Hand.-Mazz.) W. T. Wang pharmacognos-
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X-ray Diffraction of Tall Oplopanax (Oplopanax elatus)

Zhang Honggui, Zheng Qitai, Chen Yanping, et al (College of Pharmacy, Norman Bethune University
of Medical Sciences, Changchun 130021)

Abstract The root of Oplopanax elatus Nakai (Araliaceae) is a folk medicine belived to possess simi-
lar pharmacological actions as Panax ginseng in supplementing “Qi” and strengthening “Yang”. In order to
ascertain whether the stem, leaf and fruit of the plant may also be used for the same therapeutic purpose,
their powder X-ray diffraction patterns (XDP) were compared. Results showed that the XDPs of root and
stem were very similar, proving that they may be used alternatively, and moreover, these XDPs including
that of leaf and fruit may be used as criteria for the identification of the plant.
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