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Research progress on metabolism and toxicology of hepatotoxic components in
common Chinese materia medica
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Abstract: In recent years, with the steady development of the medicine and health industry in China, Chinese medicine has gradually
been recognised and trusted by people around the world, its application amount has being increased in clinic and health care. The worth
of its research is also becoming more and more prominent. However, the toxicity and side effects of Chinese materia medica (CMM)
have aroused widespread attention, the increasing number of patients with liver function damage has occurred. Thereby, it is urgent to
further analyse and study the mechanism of liver toxicity of CMM to ensure the clinical safety and efficacy of common CMM. Based
on the latest literatures about hepatotoxicity of common CMM in recent years, the present study analyzed the major mechanism of
hepatotoxicity of CMM from the perspective of metabolism and toxicology, in order to provide a novel approach for hepatotoxicity
investigation of CMM, and offer the useful reference for the rational application of CMM in clinic.
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RO EAREIE R, FURRER B REIFE AR N R R 2454
RUFEG AL T, VARSI B S, X
JH T 3 R B 4 TR B A o ORI AR R
(reactive metabolite) & $i 244 28 AU B AU 35 AL
(metabolic activation) Ji5 J& i S 87 14 A () 44, @
WHA RN, TS5 AN SRR S RS
BIEH K R ERE &, LS E R FEE R,
DNA Z5i6 51 EE2 . DNA A28, i &k
WERPE SO . ASCERIR | IR H W, rh 24 R i
SRRt R, WA RS ER B T THE TF a8,
KR G E R E Sy R, w2,
i A SR & B G5, LU 2 i s 7= AR
FRAR IR R I S 2l PR 22 4 F 4R 1A R A 4
1 ERSUHEYEER S KIS FENIHR

H AT I 22 b e 245 AR 0 s 70 of I S50 AN [
PR, WA R R AR i o) 225
AL RV (T HOGH. (5T B,
L XIS EE L RIS EE )« s A, (1 Sl
WKL Shif BT Sk B SRk A b
WEE T TR VO MR (RAEPIR
fg) UL e B A (RS AR
S0 P, I sk B G g S AR W i 7 % 0 AT
BRI RIE Fr Bz o0, HARE S 5 B L HI AT
FBONIZEN, LRI B PG g A e ], R
HARUH 5 B E AL o

nk s B PG g A R (pyrrolizidine alkaloids ,
PAs) &3 2 Mt bes At H 2R 70— 284
VIwk, DRI SRR A U AL s e A= 0k, R AT Y35 1)
HEPE. EERF Az, FES AR
T B H)& Senecio L.« BEJ&E Ligularia Cass.. K%
J& Tussilago L. ¥>%J& Eupatorium L. F% = +L/J&
Gynura Cass. nom. cons., 5. £t J4& R . J& Crotalaria
Linn., EHEEIREEE Symphytum L. FRIFE
J& Heliotropium L., *“FH)FEH75)8 Liparis L. C.
Rich. 4+ HHT&H %8 H (hE
Z4HL) 2015 ARSI 25 i MAE T o6 Senecio
scandens Buch. -Ham. ex D. Don. %At Tussilago
farfara L.. RZE Aster tataricus L. f.. il ==
Eupatorium fortunei Turcz. . B DB Eupatorium
lindleyanum DC..— s 4L Tmilia sonchifolia (L.) DC..
L Lithospermum erythrorhizon Sieb. et Zucc. . %K
B AE B SR 22 A 2 IR i iz 4 A, IR AT dE
RREL) . TR BB RBIRERE ., BiEEE

Ve iR AL, s, EPH . A, RREE
NS, ol EEE Y, mEELE
FETS, Bl T A s e

PAs WIZER0T HER A HEEM W, BRE
ORI I g B C-1, 2 AN RN AU 2 B PR
WA, O A, EER IR,
BRIWATTE. B, HTHENEE (necine acid)
R e B E B A A A7 B T 5200 PAs AT
WAk, TR S MR R R B e A
[, C-1, 2 AN PAs Al 43 5 2K ()-8 T 5
Bl [(+)-retronecine]. BZE T H LR (otonecine).
(—)-supinidine « (+)-crotanecine F (+)- K 7 3¢ Bl
[(+)-heliotridine]. F & T HEOLmA (B & S HA
5 BOBh) . BUR T BOGRB A R IT 2R 3
TR (Bt g e,

HHIK T PAs 15 5 R MR A HL A NI BLL A
“ARUFMERE (metabolic pyrroles)” “#i5, BIEEME it
I PR AR Ak BTS20, AU g R i
T 2RI (3P4SO BEZKIE (CYP) ML
Bamt, AR AR K — R 5 (0 H T B A R
B, FHC-1, 2 NMEFMXEIEL, TER C-3 5L
C-8 A BRI A B R 1 A A0 P T 1%
AL AR EE BGOSR, 2 /KT B e % FELME PR
2 PAs (DHPAs) EUM{M%EZEE (DHR ester), B2y
Mg AR (BRI E AR . Otonecine 24 [
PAs i F ik o mad ad DL b Ao it S0 T Rt gt
Pig CE 1o nHms Bt e vl /K A bt T B RR PR T DU
NEE e RS 22240 i A S A7) LA 0 ) R A7 M
AR E R NG, S A SRR (RN
AR CBERERR . NIk (GSH) 2E#
BReH (B, JE. R 45, AREEmE
Yo ShAb—HB o Mg AU R B A, A pi— &
IRk R AW, W A g Ao
(tissue-bound pyrroles). &ML H kNt ig 4554 (7-
GSH-DHR). MM EE (dehydroretronecine, DHR)
O gkl RN SE T AN MLE AR R SO I
B “HEE”, TERCEVETEER, AN AT ig vt B4
Dife&aL. WIWCEBHLMG . IR CYPs
PR E, PTCUHNEE PAs BUEE 2 IR 1) B KHEAS
o N4k, R DHR 5 K7 FHEASMLER (DNA.
RNA) 20k, FAfpsEte At R Em: (Bum. 3R
Apy B32T10 25 AR 543 fA 5t PAs (4RI AN
BHEREN M, WHER, retrorsine & PAs 7]
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pyrrole adducts — hepatotoxicity

1 PAs RiFIE L BIEHH
Fig. 1 Metabolic activation of PAs leading to hepatotoxicity

L4 MDCK A1 LLC-PK1 41 i Ay A% 41
CYP3A4 FIEHLINE T #iztk (OCTs) 3Kik, il
KRS AT, SR MRN B, Ik
FPERY, 2540l monocrotaline %! PAs Al #1412
£ OCT1 /- SHIZGYIHREL, FeAERFaE . S 40,
2 ARG CYP R B 3R R AR A Il A A 1) US4 S
N, A N-E e, A PAs BRI R, (R dtHE A
4h, BEPEREER.

PAs FrSUHF 1 BOAH S I R A= AL 20 A 2 Fe i b
EZTFB, KA PAs $4% A\ JH-S2 57 4 M A 52 A
J MR, SR UPLC-MS J7ik, A R SubA i
B 5245 20 H A AT P H ) &< DHPAs #1 DHR 4§
Ea N I S N RN AL - S W R
(pyrrole-protein adducts) P, 7 15 #ils K PAs 5l
A2 AT 52 P 28 25 A AE B 20100 5 451 PAs AR
SIS T 32 P e A 100 R 2 A IS BT b BY, A
EI A e S i) 7/ S sl L S g S i )% K
R Z W PAs 51 05 A AR B4 «

PAs FrSUHEEVEAE I R 32 ZER I 9 JH 52 A Rz 41
Mo s A I SE R A B, W] 430 K R D S RH 28

LR E S AR AL ), Sz /INER 45T 10 mg/kg DHPAs
Ja, PSRN A R AR, PRI
NIETE, FHHEM. BiE, SBULSEMIGHIEZE,
X eI SERLFE SR A AE I L ALRE IR, (Kt DHPAs wJ
VB S S T 9% FH 96 25 45 i Sh A A5 4 1) 5 77 P01,
PAs S5 52 PHZE £5- A E S 1T I Jo) [l 2H 21
I RFAFgifh. FRE5 TG4 . IR AR SR,
I 2B AL N AR AL AN 328

AL RIAR T 2 PAs T EUFF3 1) 32 AL 2
—, PAs FIIE I E AN AR, 7R AT
HEPAMAIC AR H K (GSHD FREEI LA
ghd, BIEMA GSH #E35. MW SR E AN
(MMP) &4 8 IO R 2 IR X 0%, = 22T
BE 2 PR A AP L TR R IR, 7E 2 PAs B 2
TR SCHEAE A o TS24 B 4 R LTSI 5 4
DHPAs MUK, X 5N MMP F UM, fEHR
it FE T MMP-9 525 5 4 1T 52 P9 5 4t e B g 1 21
gk, BB, 1IEEAHEEBEN T MMP-9 [
TEPERTHE GSH BT e Fi4mdl, (B7EFHi45 GSH #
v IH AL, MMP-9 yEPERGR, ] TH K g A4
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PN, SR SRR G, YRR,
FiAk, PAs & AT SR T A SORE )R, AR 22
# %€ (echimidine). KIFZHH senecione F1'E KT
BBt (senkirkine) AbFR N JEAR 4 g 4 7 155 A
o, IR SR AT R I, 4 P PAs BN
Mo 20 i FE 3 . 4l PR BT T RERE R 3 4R AR Bk
K2k, EiR# ST TP53.MYC.NFjB f1 NUPR1
PZRIEKT, B H R K FXR. LXR.
SREBF1/2 fll PPARa/c/d ik, SRA-PLiH4mfat
TR & U . SR AU 2R 2 R IR 20 22 F 0 T B 7
(senecionine) FUA RAHVT AR B8 8, AR
WHH 22 Hr R B R IRV B AN 45 A B IR & =L 2
EF X HIE RSB RAEAREUIAOC . JE R4 A
RILIEIR IR A e Aa i 2 R W Bk AL, Ry
R & K] CYPTAL. BATT. NTCP. OATPS ik
HIE R, MRP3 RIAHIE ER, XS5&NEAER
R Zw &P,
2 BERSMEERS K S SENFIFR
2.1 FREHZR (triptolide)
HABRHRFEERN L TRE A REEY 5
RN ik N B RAEY), N Z APt X
i A Tripterygium wilfordii Hook. f.. B
LS T hypoglaucum Hutch. ZRIEE A T
regelii Sprague et Takeda 134 1] 70 Z 15 2| . LB AHT
e, Pt RS2 Mg, HRiEE
WAME T2t S N - SR, B A R R B
B ORI RGE 2 RS EE TR T AR
T ORTE, BRI T S A R
—MeRUL, AR A LR 1A OV
A KRR, AR R =R AR
W= B SR AR T AU =4 )T Il iR A
HIE IR GSH I, TERURHE 1 AR
BARE T R KA AT S T4 GSH gk,
ER% GSH AR, ATE KR ISR iz, SR
UPLC-MS 4 55 1Al 75 23 ik B R AR R BRI A Y
R, MIRHFREIE] 10 AMCEY, kAR E
RrIE] 4 MCEY . B AR R AR N B R
BRI FBRALSE 1A NSRRI Hi&
VERETR AL AT GSH IHseas 1 AR, TR Mok A4
T AR U S B K AR R R Ak e R, SR
UPLC-MS 1E & -F Rl 2 3 A 3R 38 > THIA
WL 9 AN ARARE), Hor R I 8 ANHTBi N-2 Mk
PRI, FE AU R R KR

FEAEFIR N, N- B B s )= 2 1
AR R 1 P A e 5 e Ik S R A AR ),
AT PAs AL AE B, HABEFRA
GHAmINEE, TR OE T4
PIEIR, TAREIEE N TS AR R . 75
7NN GSH fCchifA: &, GSH IS o £
(Bl 2). fH GSH #3577 L-T frilik-S,R-H LV [
(BSO) 1 CYP J 3477 1- 2 58I =1 (ABT)
AT 5 AR K R P IR 25 A O i
CYP450 515 Ak FH R B R VM. £ =Rk 77
BRI RAERL AR, 8n CYP T REH0HI5 ABT A
WA AR, s SR, Sk,
P-WE R 175 S s R vl s mm B A 7k R M, A
TS L TR E R A R A 2 A Qs Al
DL AN RIRE BE 4 E A, RS N KT b
FEA% /N BUFFE R CYP3A. CYP2C9. CYP2C19 Al
CYP2E! MDA iR ik, 7 R Aok 4
=R B 7R 10 U 40 AR an e b, T A B FR R
CYP3A EAHGIANHIEF, I 2 I R R0 AR
P, Wi CYP3A B F5AIm 8 CYP3A (AR,
i T AT R AR I, CYP450 38 R B
{41/ B TR P 2 P B S 0T, AN T T g
TRk AR S M ORI ML B i e
A& Oatp2 RIEF T2 AT 2K E E Mrp2 ik,
PUALIF B 202 AR R AR HE P i7, IXm] B2
A RE R R TR L 2 —

2 FEREHRES GSH RESEEERERA
Fig. 2 Binding model of triptolide and GSH

KT B AR ZEENS, 32 ZERIAE A0 M
TAERR. RIER . AR IIEEEREL. Al
MNEE T T . AN AR TR O TR A R R BT
PER EZENSZ —, BABRP RIS T IEE AN
MUk L-02 JAT-AIRES Ll Caspase-3. 9 M1
FxRP, EAREF RS L-02 4UMET, TTRE
HHARMEMESE (ROS) Ak FHALSBUR N . )
HIAHARIEE ATPase Vi1t FRARERL A B Fo AL A 3E
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A TR TR P, AAN, EEREYRA
5B T BB . p38MAPK B RAL ATRES 5 T &
ANEER SR L-02 40 FE R 0.8 mg/kg TR A
BHZEigsTRR 12 hE, TiEFDNRFHLS KR
A R IR L SRR . G IR BE R AR R 1 A
37 S5 HUBE T I T O B PN A e AR ) R A
fuds KERBTE. AVEARHENZ, MEAMRZDUR
(PCNA) & TUNEL et gi R0, B AmH R
SEFSFHAMET, XXM E SR Z
TN T A S R AT R A5 1 S B B EA AT
Western blotting F1 402 % i34 3 B ER A ik FH # x0T
Hepg2 4t i85 t vldid B HgAE S S H LC3II
5 Beclinl SR /KRS, [FFERIAHAEWSIEE
WEAH SR 1 LC3 RN L, HEA—E IR
HitE . BN EF RiE AL Hepg2 AT4HMI 4% AL AT
RE-5 I A3 LA B LA 1 e P S G
BT H R BT R B T R I S A
S Toll #3244k 4 (TLR4A) 155, HINAAEHE T H
YU R-17 (IL-17). IL-6 [R5k, F4m T 4 Bha
Ml 17 (Th17) FeptEde g+ ROR-yt, kit
Th17 40fistk, HsmL R shaetY. (EAPIL-17
BT RN AR A TL-17 J5, JEATF SRS .
MM, MEABHRSEM IL-17 LFEEH, 54
FERRPTA ST SR EINE, W IL-17 H &
S5 TEANEREITEEDT B4, T #HEHH
Th17/Tregs W RMIE T 2 H =152 18
AR, RN Th17 40 RS EF, Tregs 4H
Mo BE W R %, Th17 1 Tregs 2 H LWE S BT
R 2 IEA P, Bz 4, FABER RS
IRV R R, R R R N R R R 1
FXR & #ikJ5, HiFk SRR, #H&% FXR
SR UUBR S TN TR A B R S SRR . 7R3
YIEEME A, FXR BBh77 GW4064 AT 5555 2 B FH 2%
FHFH/NRIT R, SR EH R G280,
GSH #35. Jelid 8l Sirtl/FXR 15 5@k nl
IS A RIS SR, R, FXR
ZAK TR RIS 5k BSEP Rik B E &K, MEVH
R B AE [ B 73240 (CYPTAL) FKIABHE Tt
o Sirtl ¥Eh7 SRT1720 A1 FXR 71 B4 DLIH R
(OCA) ] B )55 55 23 Jie PP 5 ST 1R 510
RGMFRSNE AR REFEEREWMF
B, A 5 R AU 21 0 A 2 B M /0 SROFFAE R 3 329
MNERRIEZE AT REW, RAEWEEL, £

TP L B R R AE T s AR . AN
WORGEMI T2, X 54K Caspase-3 W& EFHHIIALE
WENES B GSHAM AN AL (GSSG) 4. H
) B -6- TR 11 « BT A e e A T PR P VAt 12k
JF R KT PR S R — 8. A4, R o I 2 Rk
BEMERKRET 1 IS 5HE AR IERH
P, X A R AT IR RS,
FEAR IMBE AN 15 S ARB A T, IX 5 R 5 3145 5 i
PEACH & M BoR VIS, AT
AT T S AT RE M MOALAIT . 1 T 2 2 Tk
GNP RITBOR R I
TR RIREEEREL, WER RN (RHEEE) A1
R (SMS). #&EiE (SPH) &EME FFF, =4
P2 (DHCERD M CpE R #4211 (HEXEVER)
TR EAR, A AR R B kdsr.
CerS2. CerS4. CerS5 I CerS6 [FIZRIAHARR & £ AR
s KB (Cie~Cyo) HHBRATEIG N, AMEF1 DHCER
A1 DHCER & i & A 1 AR,

2.2 #J¥3%E B (diosbulbin B)

S Bt i N B RAL S YR AR L AR W] 2y
MR R 25 e A AN S R 1Y iy, G e 5 TR MR A )
RGN T S 0 R . R Y b 2 e
T AR H AR S O A AE B P s
Dioscorea L., KIji )& Cocculus DC.Y, JEIHFH
& FRE Teucrium Linn!'? . & ¥ & Ajuga
Linn.[), #5258 Scutellaria LinnY, ¥R} 4
¥ J& Callicarpa Linn'S Ry rf, oo 78 3 g
Dioscoreae bulbiferae L.« ¥3Bi C. Stephania tetrandra
S. Moore &M Tinospora capillipes & &5 /5.
TSRS B LV s A 2 3t R v 8 A 2 3o
HF A RN, I 70T i 5 H BT &k
VR i AH 5%

WA BE R, B2 T AR o R
FOMERRMEY . mIER B HATMAT R EONENY,
AT R B 0, RIS A A 2 2 AR
ML R B A IFARA RN, mRH#EA
WG, 1 CYP3A BRMEALTS, S5k i mkms
ZAEHE A A BOT I IS — 1% (cis-enedial) R
e e 1] AR TS, e ] T K BR A P A 3R R
B2 CTREIEERR ABEH R, 230 A el SO pk
AR (B 3D, RSB A AR 7 = It 2 R
B GSH 19 NTHURLAR A B oKL A4 7 7 Sz g b 15 3]
AREAE. F158, FOME B ILW 5 E A B
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Fig. 3 Metabolic activation of diosbulbin B leading to hepatotoxicity

2 e e T 2 R 2 T A AR A A T 5 | A
Bk XK B TR s, KR ER
HEAT I A 22 AR R DY R R i 75 21 R DU S R B
WAL SEOC R =L F2PE, DRI 0 B R 22 B
ME B PRSI R, BEWREY, %
M B WAl@E CYP3A4 ARG, XK BT AR
Y. HepG2 F1 L02 40 A= B B A M 24
CYP3A4 ] 771 i J vl 3 ot 400 1) LAR W 4k, T
M E B 55 KR ERA M CYP3A4 B 4
HepG2 A1 LO2 44 fude . B4k, AT/
50 mg/kg FAME B, KRIVNRIFIE 25 MR 12
ik Mrp2 RIE TR, FHRSAFANREL R BT R X 7
PEVITR AMHEE, AT I TR AR N R B R,
LA B i BT 851, TR R B 52575
AT 495 B ML 22— U700,

DL GSH R AR, ml g s R
B mE R A RS IR IR A ER, R
WrRAEB R B I M RGBS B E B A
FAER, S0 Y I 2 R Rt 2 R e ik 1) ] b
MZE BB L ER I A5 KBk (schiffs base)
P I G R R A Tk 3 P s B A EAE
H EPUR AR . CYP3A4 H 5 M4 71
il FE ML TR AL B AT H0] CYP3A4 ks B ALHE
b, YRR B AR IS R, TR 3
B, JLIRA CYP3A4 75 S5 S8 KA B T IR AR
MEPEYT R s a3 B ARSI, SR B AR AL

BRI 2380, vt MR N, LiRgs IR
EoREAER B A NG 1K S R
HFEE R IEMK. Fik, #ME B 5HESMEY
AENEEEME B FSIH s m. A
Ab, I NS R R AL I B VA A TR,
G I R R RAR MG, B G092 IR B 5256 (ELISA)
TN % 5 G B i B IS o S BN A AT
T, U AR MR AR IS B E (BSA) a2l
WREE A 1 7 KRG 2 s PR, 641 ELISA
RS A1 o s BN o W s R e A8 T
AT S BRI o3 AT R IR A ER B 451455 J5 I JH i b
TEAE 2 2542 R e,

KTHMER B LB EENLHIEF 5T, H
AT RIS s 2 (2 80 G S GSH FESR 1 473 11T
fE. 34200 mg/kg MK Big 44 T/, Mg
MR RRE R (ALT). RARRHEEE (AST)
FBEPEBEEREE (ALP) KPR &,  MyE e
WFEH F-a (TNF-0) FEMBHEFE, FFREEE
FHHF AL AR Z A ARE-1 (HO-1)
ERIE, R TNF-a /1510 9 PRI 849 DL A Sk
LSS AT g A SR B BT SUS E AT R M ML 2
—[B10 78 16, 32. 64 mgkg HME B ESRERN
12 d WEEEsr e, ANERUREB R 28, FEE
HE Je s T4 ek, FF2HZH 7R /% (MDA)
RN, M5 A S G B RS A bR R
Al (GSH-Px). B HIK-S-#FH (GST).
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/R E L B AL EE (CuZnSOD). S E A Pk
LBE (MnSOD) Flid 8 AL Sl (CAT) V&L R &
PEAK. SEEEPE—2 CuZn SOD Fl CAT 3K 1%
KR TR, ZZERPENRIEI 2R B ik
BN RAFAES L 22—, #h 2 B SHASNE3F
YN IE 5 JH 20 B ikt R s 2L ) A 24, A Py
GSH KPR %, T ROS & BE B, Myl
A N-C 1 btz B ) o] B g s 3 B G H4H
ML EEEME R, BRI R B BEEHLE| . r]
R 5 5] T 40 A A N S 1 e, AR gt
HEREME B EUNRFEEESLR T,
UPLC-MS 73 Mt i B B & &, AR 4 5 1Y
MRS EHEA &, S5HEEZEY ALT M
AST VEPE R IR GF A G, R, DUAEREER 45
HRONE IR AT AE NP B E B B BT
BE M A ks BT,

2.3 JIl#E#%E (toosendanin)

JI PR &R B B2 B R W )1 B MeLia
toosendan Sieb. et Zucc. T M. azedarach Linn.
(R Rz Bl SR S B B AT A 2R B DU B =l
Yh, WOR)IBR. R BRI LT
TEYIEA ) R HGRD o PR 72 e AR A A A 2 HA 3R
AR BB 5, B B0 ORI R 2 B B
O EN, RUNEWE A MR
(azadirachtin) U7, FRUHHT 7 2 BRI BA 2 )1 B 25 114
BIEEREA, NPT RREINE CYP3A4 &
AR T 3-HURA S R AR, R S S
GSH S WA A 3-ME i bk-2-FR i1 25 &4, teah, iy
AL RRATRE R -85 &) FF4 AT CYP3A-null
/INBR S ESUE B )R 28 3 BN R S AR S A o8
ZEY], CYP3A A TG RE RS ) B2 5]
PIFEETE, HX—IdFR 5 A R KT 1 o AH 56
PA GSH 3R B9 N AR AR AU 7 b 44,
BRI Z P GSH 4564, $enA ISP
YA, JEHIX Y GSH 4560804 R GE % 4
SR SE A4 K SR Y BRI AR OR ig 4R AHTSR
TR e A N R R R R . AR T
il fE, )BT E S SN IS CYP7AL
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Fig. 4 Metabolic activation of emodin leading to hepatotoxicity
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Fig. 5 Metabolic activation of safrole leading to hepatotoxicity
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