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Introduction and cultivation of Dioscorea panthaica
WEI Desheng', ZOU Jianding'. WANG Yong—ping', ZENG Lidi', LIANG Ke’

(L. Guizhou Botanical Garden, Guiyang Guizhou 550004, China; 2. Guizhou Physicochemical A nalysis R esearch Center,
Guiyang Guizhou 550002, China)

Abstract: Object To introduce and domesticate medicinal herb containing steroidal saponins as a re—
source for semisynthetic steroidal drugs. Methods By introducing and cultivating, rootstocks and seeds
for its propagation. Results Dioscorea panthaica Prain et Burkill can grow and propagate normally on acid
and alkalescent soils with high yield. Diosgenin content of the cultivated D. p anthaica varied from 1.51 %
to 3.07% to meet demand of pharmaceutical industry. Conclusion D. panthaica can be cultivated in

Guizhou Province.
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